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AGENDA 
 

The Board of Supervisors welcomes you to its meetings which are regularly held on the first three Tuesdays of 
each month, and your interest is encouraged and appreciated. 
 
Any item without a specified time on the agenda may be taken up at any time and in any order.  Any member of 
the public may contact the Clerk of the Board before the meeting to request that any item be addressed as early 
in the day as possible, and the Board will attempt to accommodate such requests. 
 
Any person desiring to address the Board shall first secure permission of the presiding officer.  For noticed 
public hearings, speaker cards are provided so that individuals can bring to the attention of the presiding officer 
their desire to speak on a particular agenda item.   
 
Any public comments made during a regular Board meeting will be recorded.  The Clerk will not interpret any 
public comments for inclusion in the written public record.  Members of the public may submit their comments in 
writing to be included in the public record. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  These matters include routine financial and administrative actions.  All items on the 
consent calendar will be voted on at some time during the meeting under “Consent Agenda.”  If you wish to have 
an item removed from the Consent Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson. 
 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS:  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you 
need special assistance to participate in this meeting please contact the Clerk of the Board at (530) 283-
6170.  Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the County to make reasonable  

               arrangements to ensure accessibility.  Auxiliary aids and services are available for people with 
               disabilities. 
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STANDING ORDERS 

 
Due to the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) Public Health Emergency, dated March 16, 2020, the County of 
Plumas is making several changes related to Board of Supervisors meetings to protect the public's health and 
prevent the disease from spreading locally. 
 
Plumas County Health Officer Recommendation Regarding Teleconferencing, issued on September 30, 2021, 
recommends local legislative bodies, such as commission, committees, boards, and council, hold public 
meetings with teleconferencing as authorized by Government Code section 54953 (e). 
 
Pursuant to Government Code section 54953 (e) and to maintain the orderly conduct of the meeting, the 
County of Plumas members of the Board of Supervisors may attend the meeting via teleconference or phone 
conference and participate in the meeting to the same extent as if they were physically present.  Due 
Government Code section 54953(e), the Boardroom will be open to the public but subject to social distancing 
requirements, which limit the number of people that may enter to 25% of room capacity.  Those that wish to 
attend the Board meeting, will be required to wear a face covering, as required by the local Public Health 
Officer order.  The public may participate as follows: 
 
Live Stream of Meeting 
Members of the public who wish to watch the meeting, are encouraged to view it LIVE ONLINE 
 
ZOOM Participation 
The Plumas County Board of Supervisors meeting is accessible for public comment via live streaming 
at: https://zoom.us/j/94875867850?pwd=SGlSeGpLVG9wQWtRSnNUM25mczlvZz09 or by phone at: Phone 
Number 1-669-900-9128; Meeting ID: 948 7586 7850. Passcode: 261352 
 
Public Comment Opportunity/Written Comment 
Members of the public may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s subject matter 
jurisdiction, regardless of whether the matter is on the agenda for Board consideration or action. Comments 
will be entered into the administrative record of the meeting. 
 
Members of the public are strongly encouraged to submit their comments on agenda and non-agenda items 
using e-mail address Public@countyofplumas.com 
 

 
10:00 A.M. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
   
  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
   
  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA 
   
PUBLIC COMMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Matters under the jurisdiction of the Board, and not on the posted agenda, may be addressed by the general 
public at the beginning of the regular agenda and any off-agenda matters before the Board for consideration.  
However, California law prohibits the Board from taking action on any matter which is not on the posted 
agenda unless it is determined to be an urgency item by the Board of Supervisors.  Any member of the public 
wishing to address the Board during the “Public Comment” period will be limited to a maximum of 3 minutes.   
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS 
Brief announcements by, or brief reports on their activities by County Department Heads 
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ACTION AGENDA 

1. DISASTER RECOVERY OPERATIONS  - Pamela Courtwright
Report and update Dixie Fire Recovery efforts; receive report and discussion

2. CONSENT AGENDA
These items are expected to be routine and non-controversial.  The Board of Supervisors will act upon them at 
one time without discussion.  Any Board members, staff member or interested party may request that an item 
be removed from the consent agenda for discussion.  Additional budget appropriations and/or allocations from 
reserves will require a four/fifths roll call vote.

A. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Approve and authorize the Chair to sign letter to the Department of Transportation (Caltrans) for 
encroachment permit Chester/ Lake Almanor Area for the 4th of July Parade Event (Lake Almanor 
Chamber of Commerce, July 4, 2022)         View Item

B. AUDITOR/ CONTROLLER
Approve and authorize the Chair to sign agreement between Plumas county Auditor and Howard E. 
Nyhart Company, Inc., for the GASB75 Accounting and Disclosure Interim report for FY 2021, and the 
full Actuarial Funding Valuation as of 6/30/2022; not to exceed $11,650.00; approved as to form by 
County Counsel.      View Item

C. BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
Approve and authorize the Chair to sign agreement between Plumas County and California Mental 
Health Services Authority; participation agreement for the PEER Support Specialist Certification, 2022 
Calendar year; approved as to form by County Counsel      View Item

D. FACILITY SERVICES
Approve and authorize the Chair to sign agreement between Plumas County Facility Services and 
Franks Garage; for automotive repair services, automotive inspection, and maintenance services; not to 
exceed $10,000.00; approved as to form by County Counsel.       View Item

E. PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1) Ratify Chair approval of letter of support for Sierra Valley Groundwater Management District 

application for California Department of Fish and Wildlife 2022 Proposition 1, Restoration Grant 
Programs.      View Item

2) Ratify Chair approval of letter of designation and support for Plumas County Cal OSBA (Office of the 
Small Business Advocate) California Microbusiness Covid 19 Relief Grant Program, application 
administered by Sierra Business Council.        View Item

F. PROBATION
Approve and authorize the Chair to sign and ratify agreement between Plumas County Probation 
Department and Tehama County for Plumas youth accepted for placement in Tehama Juvenile 
Detention Facility; at a rate of $150.00 per day; approved as to form by County Counsel.      View Item

G. PUBLIC HEALTH
Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Grant Certification Statements for the following two grant 
programs from the California Department of Health Services:     View Item
- Child Health and Disability Prevention Program (CHDP)
- California Children’s Services (CCS) 
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H. PUBLIC WORKS – SOLID WASTE 

Approve and authorize the Chair to sign agreement between Plumas County and Vestra Resources, 
Inc., for storm water compliance, sampling, and reporting at the Chester Landfill; not to exceed 
$25,285.00; approved as to form by County Counsel.      View Item   

 
 
3. SENECA HAZARDOUS FUEL TREATMENT PROPOSAL – Joe Smailes 

Seneca Firewise Community, seeks to obtain a full Board resolution to support its efforts to the planning 
and implementation of pro-active forest fuel treatment on a landscape level.         View Item 

 
 
4. DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS 

 
 
A. BEHAVIORAL HEALTH – Tony Hobson 

Adopt RESOLUTION to accept and authorize the Director of Behavioral Health to sign 4 year, 
$1,749,800.00 grant agreement between the County of Plumas and the State of California Mental 
Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission; approved as to form by County Counsel; 
discussion and possible action. Roll call vote        View Item 
 

B. LIBRARY – Lindsay Fuchs 
1) Adopt a RESOLUTION to establish a change fund for the County Librarian per Government Code 

Section 29321; approved as to form by County Counsel; discussion and possible action.  
Roll call vote        View Item 

2) Authorize the Librarian to recruit and fill, funded Extra Help Library Aid position(s) for as needed 
duties at the Chester Branch; discussion and possible action.       View Item  

3) Authorize supplemental budget transfer of $750.00, from 20670/ 46230 – Donations; to expenditure 
account 20670/ 524510 – Books Special Dept.; discussion and possible action.  
Four/ fifths roll call vote        View Item 

4) Authorize supplemental budget transfer of $6,700.00, from 20670/ 51020 – Other wages; to 
expenditure account 20670/ 529500 – Computers; and supplemental budget transfer of $2,300.00, 
from 20675/ 51020 – Other wages, to expenditure account 20675/ 529500 - Computers; discussion 
and possible action.  Four/ fifths roll call vote       View Item 

 
C. PUBLIC WORKS – John Mannle 

Authorize Public Works Road Department to recruit and fill, funded and allocated; (one) 1.00 FTE PW 
Road Maintenance Worker II position, for the Greenville Maintenance District; discussion and possible 
action.       View Item 
 

D. SHERIFF – Todd Johns 
Authorize no contract payment of invoice # 165228, in the amount of $3,840.00; and approve and 
authorize auditor to pay future invoices received from the State of California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection for Services provided at the new Jail project by the State Fire Marshal; discussion 
and possible action.        View Item 
 
 

5. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

A. Review, pursuant to Government Code section 8630, RESOLUTION No. 21-8601 and RESOLUTION 
No. 21-8605 ratifying the Proclamations of County-Wide Local Emergency due to the Beckwourth 
Complex, Dixie and Fly Fires; discussion and possible action and recommendation to continue the 
emergency and bring back within 60 days, on May 3, 2022         View Item 
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B. Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Memorandum of Understanding between Plumas County and
the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services of the State of California; for Transfer of ownership and
operation of the non-congregate sheltering initiative located at 240 Greenville Wolf Creek Road,
Greenville, Ca.; no funds to be exchanged between parties; approved as to form by County Counsel;
discussion and possible action.       View Item

C. Approve and authorize the Chair to sign the SAM Government Registration letter designating
the Board Chair Kevin Goss as  Entity Administrator; approved as to form by County Counsel;
discussion and possible action           View Item

D. Approve and authorize the Chair to Sign and ratify Silman Engineering Right of Entry for the Sheriff
Substation Historic Building site assessments; discussion and possible action.         View Item

E. PLUMAS COUNTY CHAMBERS COALITION
Review of goals and objectives of the Coalition; and approve a request for funding of Plumas County
Chambers Coalition as a part of the Mid-Year Budget analysis; discussion and / or possible direction to
staff         View Item

F. APPOINTMENTS
1) Appoint JD Moore as the Director of Facility Services; and approve and authorize the Chair to sign

Employment Agreement; approved as to form by County Counsel; discussion and possible action.
2) Appoint Mary Kliejunas to the Portola Cemetery District; discussion and possible action.

G. Correspondence
H. Weekly report by Board members of meetings attended, key topics, project updates, standing

committees and appointed Boards and Associations

6. CLOSED SESSION

ANNOUNCE ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION 

A. Personnel: Public employee performance evaluation; Fair Manager  (Board Only)

B. Personnel: Public employee performance evaluation; Clerk of the Board  (Board Only)

C. Public employee appointment or employment – County Administrator/ Risk Management

D. Conference with Legal Counsel:  Initiating litigation pursuant to Subdivision (c) of Government Code 
Section 54956.9

E. Conference with Legal Counsel:  Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Subdivision (d)(2) of 
Government Code Section 54956.9 (2 cases)

F. Conference with Labor Negotiator regarding employee negotiations:  Sheriff’s Administrative Unit; Sheriff’s 
Department Employees Association; Operating Engineers Local #3; Confidential Employees Unit; 
Probation; Unrepresented Employees and Appointed Department Heads

G. Conference with Legal Counsel:  Existing litigation – American Valley Aviation, Inc. v. County of
Plumas, et al., Plumas County Superior Court, Case No. GN CV19-00193, pursuant to subdivision (a)
of Government Code §54956.9 
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REPORT OF ACTION IN CLOSED SESSION (IF APPLICABLE) 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Adjourn meeting to Tuesday, March 15, 2022, Board of Supervisors Room 308, Courthouse, Quincy, California 
 

TODAYS REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
IS DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF  

RONALD McCURLEY & LANCE LEDWIG 
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White, Heidi

From: Jennie Mathews <jennie@lakealmanorarea.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2022 12:27 PM
To: Clerk of the Board - Shared Mailbox
Subject: Chester 4th of July Parade - Approval Letter
Attachments: BOS July 4 letter 2022.docx; Parade Route - Chester 2022.pdf; AR-M355N_20220222_

152400.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello,  

The Lake Almanor Area Chamber of Commerce will be planning the 4th of July Parade in Chester again this 
year. We are beginning the process of our road encroachment application with the State and County. We require 
a letter of support from the Plumas County Board of Supervisors for the application to proceed. 

I've attached the listed documents, please let me know if you have any questions: 

 Letter template that you will need to add your letterhead to, sign, PDF, and return to me. As a reminder,
this letter will be sent to the DOT/State.

 Parade map for your reference.
 COI for your reference.

Thank you, 
Jennie Mathews 

--  
Jennie Mathews  
Director, Lake Almanor Chamber of Commerce 
Cell: 925.789.0263 

Item 2A



• 
Detour Route 

Parade Route and Instructions for Entrants 

• The Parade will assemble at the Collins Pine Company parking lot and begin 
as directed by the Staging Official. 

• The Parade will procede easterly on Main Street (Highway 36) and end after 
crossing the Feather River, with a left turn onto OLSEN STREET, which is at 
the end of the Parade. 

• After leaving the parade route, entrants will be directed to continue to 
LASSEN STREET, which is at the end of the Parade Route. 

• There will be water available at the end of the route and, be advised that 
you will be waiting at the Parade for a time while other entrants complete 
the Parade Route . 
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         March 1, 2022  
 

 
 

 
 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans)  
Attn: Permits Engineer  
1000 Center Street  
Redding, CA 96001 
 
 
Attention Permits Engineer 
 
 
Subject:  Encroachment Permit Request 
   Indian Valley Chamber of Commerce 
   Annual Gold Diggers Parade July 17, 2021 
   Greenville, California  
 
  

          
          This letter acknowledges that Plumas County Board of Supervisors has been 
notified of the above captioned event. The Board of Supervisors has no objection to 
issuance of an event permit by Caltrans. 
 
 
 
       Sincerely,  
      
 
 
       Kevin Goss, Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: Plumas County Director of Public Works 
 

 



Item 2B

















Item 2C













Item 2D
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March 3, 2022 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
CDFW Headquarters 
715 P Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Letter of Support 
Sierra Valley Groundwater Management District Application 
CDFW 2022 Proposition 1 Restoration Grant Programs 

Dear California Department of Fish and Wildlife: 

It is with great enthusiasm and interest that Plumas County provides this letter of support for Sierra 
Valley Groundwater Management District’s (SVGMD) application to seek state funds under the 2022 
Proposition 1 Restoration Grant Programs solicitation. 

The Sierra Valley watershed is currently experiencing unprecedented drought conditions, which has been 
exacerbated by the recent wildfires impacting the region’s scenic and diverse landscape. With watershed 
hydrologic characterization and multi-benefit planning funding, the SVGMD will be able to build long-
term resiliency by addressing the groundwater sustainability challenges in the valley including 
implementing projects and management actions listed in the January 2022 Sierra Valley Subbasin 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) that tackle water shortages issues, needed modifications and 
additions to the monitoring network, and critical data gaps. 

As a co-Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) with the SVGMD on the GSP endeavor, Plumas 
County continues to be committed in assisting Sierra Valley watershed groundwater efforts, such as 
identifying project collaborators, supporting the process to obtain necessary permits and access 
permissions to conduct field studies, and offering input throughout the development and planning 
activities. 

Plumas County strongly encourages CDFW to award funding to the SVGMD under the 2022 Proposition 
1 Restoration Grant Programs. Thank you for the consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Goss, Chair 
Plumas County Board of Supervisors 
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March 3, 2022 

Office of the Small Business Advocate (CalOSBA) 
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development 
1325 J Street, Suite 1800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Letter of Designation and Support 
CalOSBA California Microbusiness COVID 19 Relief Grant Program 
Plumas County Application 

Dear CalOSBA: 

It is with great enthusiasm and interest that Plumas County approves Sierra Business Council’s 
application submittal for the CalOSBA California Microbusiness COVID 19 Relief Grant 
Program. It is the intent for Sierra Business Council to be the designated authorized 
representative for the County in administering the grant contract with CalOSBA and acting as the 
County’s grant fiscal agent. 

Plumas County’s small businesses have been negatively affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The County believes Sierra Business Council is uniquely positioned in the region to provide 
superior services to the Plumas County small business community regarding project outreach and 
implementation for these much needed funds. 

On behalf of Plumas County, the Board of Supervisors looks forward to supporting businesses in 
Plumas through the CalOSBA California Microbusiness COVID 19 Relief Grant Program during 
these difficult times. Please do not hesitate to reach out in the event you have questions or 
require additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Goss, Chair 
Plumas County Board of Supervisors 

Cc: Jessica Carr, Sierra Business Council 
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Phone: 530-283-6200 
Facsimile: 530-283-6165 

COUNTY OF TEHAMA: 

TEHAMA County Probation Department 
Richard Muench, Chief Probation Officer 

1840 Walnut Street 
Red Bluff, CA 96080 
Phone: 530-366-6164 

IN WI1NESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this A eement on the dates below. 

Dated: 

Dated: 

Dated: 

Dated: 

Dated: 

--COUNTY OFT 

By: 

By: 

ard Muench 
Chief Probation Offic r 
County of TEHAMA 

Approved as to Form: 

County of TEHAMA County 
Counsel 

ftl!�L----
County of TEHAMA Board of 
Supervisors 

--COUNTY OF PLUMAS--

By: 

By: 

Keevin Allred 
Chief Probation Officer 
County of Plumas 

Kevin Goss 
Board of Supervisors, Chair 

- 5 - Regional Facility Agreement 
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BOARD AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

Department: _______________________ Authorized Signature:  
Board Meeting Date:  
Request for _____ minutes for presentation 

Consent Agenda:      Yes     No (If a specific time is needed, please contact the  
Clerk of the Board directly.)  

Description of Item for the Agenda (This is the wording that should appear on the agenda):  
A.

B.

C. 

Review by Necessary Departments: 
I have had this item reviewed and approved by the following departments:  

If another department or the CAO is opposed to an agenda item, please indicate the objection:  

Attached Documents:_______________________________________________________________________ 
Contracts/Agreements: Budget Transfers Sheets: 

Three copies? (Y     /N     )   Signed? (Y/    N    ) 
Signed? (Y    /N    )  

Other:  ________________________ 

Publication:  

____ Clerk to publish on _______________.    ____ Notice attached and e-mailed to Clerk. 
____ Notice to be published ____ days prior to the hearing.  _____________________________________ 

(if a specific newspaper is required, enter name here.)  
____Dept. published on _______________ (Per Code §_____).   ____ Copy of Affidavit Attached.  

County Ordinances-Procedural Requirements for Adoption, Amendment or Repeal: 
I have complied with the policy adopted by the Board regarding County Ordinances Procedural Requirements: 
Yes: ________ No: _______  Not Applicable: _______ 

If Not Applicable, please state reason why: 

The deadline to place an item on the agenda for the following week’s board meeting is Monday at 
12:00 p.m.  If the Monday deadline falls on a holiday, the deadline is then the Friday before the 
Holiday.  



Executive Summary  Seneca Hazardous Fuels Treatment Proposal (01/19/22) 
Author: Joe D. Smailes, RPF#2198 Seneca Firewise Co-Lead 
Preface.  The Dixie Fire started July 13, 2021 burning 963,309 acres and was contained October 25, 2021 – the small 
unincorporated town of Seneca burned on August 5, 2021.  Case in point, the Dixie Fire burned nine years after the 2012 Chips 
Fire having a more than adequate hazardous fuel bed demonstrating extreme fire behavior.   
Overriding Objectives   Like many who have suffered the fate of catastrophic fire, Seneca non-industrial timberland owners 
desire to be heard and included by decision-makers at the state and federal level to set the stage for progressive forest 
management resulting in pro-active fuels management at unprecedented levels.  Furthermore: 

• Community wildfire protection must be the demonstrated priority for all agencies, stakeholders, and cooperators. 
• To collaboratively meet at the “Planning Table” with a broad diversity of state and federal agency leadership, and 

stakeholders and cooperators and establish hard deadlines for planning and implementation.  This is consistent and in 
alignment with the USDA Forest Service 2009 National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy and 2018 Shared 
Stewardship Across Landscapes Concept. 

• To be clear, it must be stated that desired outcome of this proposal is to prevent the Seneca landscape from reverting 
to a post-fire vegetation condition capable of carrying extreme fire behavior as exhibited on Aug. 5, 2021.   

Forestry Treatment Methods  These following treatments are proposed and are widely accepted treatments referred to as 
                the “forester’s tool box”: included, but limited to, pre-commercial thinning, commercial logging, mastication, and  
                essential prescribed fire. 
Proposed Actions   

• Immediate need:  Forest Service & Cal Fire grant the Seneca Firewise Community (including other Firewise 
Communities and interested groups) access to inclusive and shared planning for post-Dixie Fire fuels management.  
Timetable: No later than (NLT) May 2022 would be highly desired. 

• Seneca Road DFPZ Corridor – designate the Seneca County Road corridor as a Defensible Fuel Profile Zone (DFPZ) or 
simply put, a “shaded fuel break” from junction of Hwy 89 to Butt Lake. Intensively treat (cut, skid, deck, remove) fire 
killed timber both merchantable and sub-merchantable timber for 750 ft. each side (1500 ft. total).  Timetable: 
commence planning operations NLT Dec. 2022; commence operations NLT Aug 2023 

• Seneca WUI Treatment of High Severity, Moderate, & Low Severity Burn Areas - Treat Seneca strategic areas 
aggressively with all appropriate forestry methods with prescribed fire being the primary tool.  Timetable: commence 
planning operations no later than (NLT) Dec. 2022; commence operations NLT June, 2023 

• National Forest System Lands Fire-killed Tree Mitigation- Removal of dead & fire damaged trees on both federal 
system roads and lands adjacent to communities in Plumas County. Timetable: commence planning: NLT June 2022; 
commence ops NLT Dec. 2022 

• Kingsbury-Rush DFPZ.  Reestablish this DFPZ (HFQLG) as a viable fuel break that will protect the communities of 
Canyon Dam, Prattville, Seneca, Round Valley, Twain, Rush Creek Road, Hwy 70 corridor, Hwy 89 corridor.  Timetable: 
commence ops NLT April, 2023 

Big Picture Moving Forward 
• WUI Multi-Agency/Multi-Interest Joint Task Force.  Seneca Firewise community strongly asks the Plumas NF, & Cal 

Fire (Lassen Modoc Unit “LMU”) to create a strong all-inclusive WUI Fuels Treatment Task Force with the express 
purpose of interfacing and embracing Plumas County Firewise Communities (& other like-minded organizations – 
Tribal Consortiums, Plumas County Fire Safe Council, Collaboratives, Industrial Timber Companies, etc.) in the joint 
strategic management of hazardous fuels on private and federal land.   Timetable: create a Task Force NLT June 2022. 

• Organizational Restructure.  The Seneca Firewise Community is a strong advocate in a Forest Service organizational 
restructuring, no doubt a monumental task but necessary under dire conditions.  The primary focus on restructuring, 
among others, is the critical need to increase fuels management work force size, budget, and capacity to better mirror 
that of wildland suppression.  The aim in restructuring is to foster a pro-active vs. reactive preparedness. 

• Agency Geographical Management Unit Restructure.  Divide current Forest Service management units into smaller 
watershed based or a defined WUI management unit.  The Seneca Firewise Community advocates a stark increase in 
stakeholder involvement resulting in shared vision, responsibility, and investment.   

• Public Outreach.  Progressive forest management to meet current forest fuel management needs comes with a price.  
A focused public outreach to gain public favor is the price.  True change in forest land management policy will not 
materialize unless broad public sentiment is gained to usher in a supportive culture for aggressive forest fuels 
treatment.  It is proposed that Cal Fire, Forest Service and all stakeholders collaborate on a strategy. 

• Three-Tiered Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).  The Seneca Firewise Community recognizes the value of a 3-tiered 
WUI: primary, secondary, and tertiary zones that will be critical in successful planning and implementation.  

• Pace and Scale.  All cooperators and stakeholders must be exceptional in their dedication for increased pace and scale 
of forest fuels management.  Planning and implementation will reflect a pace that matches the pace of extreme fire. 
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Seneca Hazardous Fuel Treatment Proposal 
January 20, 2022 

Author: Joe D. Smailes 
              RPF #2198 
              P.O. Box 357 
              Quincy, CA 95971 
              530-520-6205 
              joesmailes@yahoo.com 
Preface 
The Dixie Fire started July 13, 2021 burning 963,309 acres and was contained October 25, 2021 
– the small unincorporated town of Seneca burned on August 5, 2021. While the timber 
industrial ownership (SPI, Collins Pine, WM Beaty & Assoc., & PG&E) have significant resources 
to help shape and influence forest management policy, small private landowners desire to 
provide meaningful input on our community’s fire readiness status - Seneca.  Case in point, the 
Dixie Fire burned nine years after the 2012 Chips Fire having a more than adequate hazardous 
fuel bed demonstrating extreme fire behavior.   
 
Overriding Objectives  
Like many who have suffered the fate of catastrophic fire, Seneca non-industrial timberland 
owners desire to be heard and included by decision-makers at the state and federal level to set 
the stage for progressive forest management resulting in pro-active fuels management at 
unprecedented levels.  Furthermore: 

• Community wildfire protection must be the demonstrated priority for all agencies, 
stakeholders, and cooperators. 

• To collaboratively meet at the “Planning Table” with a broad diversity of state and 
federal agency leadership, and stakeholders and cooperators and establish hard 
deadlines for planning and implementation.  This is consistent and in alignment with the 
USDA Forest Service 2009 National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy and 
2018 Shared Stewardship Across Landscapes Concept. 

• This proposed hazardous fuel treatment combined with the opportunity to follow-up 
with fellow cooperators offers a greater possibility to strengthen relationships not only 
with fellow Seneca residents and neighboring Firewise Communities, but with land 
managers and agency decision makers 

To be clear, it must be stated that desired outcome of this proposal is to prevent the Seneca 
landscape from reverting to a post-fire vegetation condition capable of carrying extreme fire 
behavior with snags and brush being the prevailing and dominant feature (as exhibited on 
Aug. 5, 2021).  
 
The Setting 
Today, Northern Sierra forests, in a general sense, are not considered fire resilient due to 
overstocking of forests, presence of highly flammable non-tree vegetation (sclerophyll brush), 
drought, and many other factors.  Pyrocumulus plume dominated fires are all too often the 
agent of destruction that is very difficult, if not impossible, to make significant suppression 
realistic.  Current forest management fuel treatments whether on private or federal land have 
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largely proven insufficient inhibiting wildfire growth, this requires serious examination.  Given 
that a majority of forest land in Plumas County is managed by the US Forest Service, Plumas 
National Forest, it is incumbent that private non-industrial and industrial timberland owners 
join hands with this agency in pursuing significant forest policy change that will produce 
favorable results commensurate within the 99th percentile of modeled fire behavior exhibited 
by recent wildfire activity.   Only through pro-active forest management at a necessary pace 
and scale will Plumas County residents see a significant difference in community protection 
which, most importantly, gives an emotional lift living in this beautiful place we call home. 
 
Forestry Treatment Methods 
There are many viable methods in treating forest hazardous fuels.  No one single treatment will 
prove successful, thus listed below are treatment methods that are widely used and may be 
referred to as the land manager’s or forester’s tool box.  

1. Pre-commercial thinning.   
2. Commercial logging. 
3. Mastication. 
4. Prescribed Fire. 
 

All treatments listed above should always be options in the land manager’s toolbox.  As 
previously mentioned, no one tool will be the silver bullet that will achieve fire resiliency, 
rather, a combination of all or perhaps just a combination of two treatments will increase the 
odds for successful outcomes. 
 
(Please refer to Appendix A for descriptions of all of the forestry treatment methods) 

 
 
Proposed Actions 
There are many objectives of professional management: sustainable growth of quality forest 
products, water quality, diversity of wildlife habitat, sustainable fisheries, a reasonable balance 
of botanical species, etc.  Given the recent history of wildfires in Plumas County, a focus on fire 
management and its ecology can arguably be the premier subjects coupled with a fire resiliency 
objective for both sides of the property line to prevent a re-occurrence of catastrophic wildfire. 
   
Immediate Need: 
The most immediate and urgent need is for the US Forest Service, Plumas NF to grant the 
Seneca Firewise Community (and other like-minded communities) access to inclusive and 
shared planning to the post Dixie Fire planning table in the spirit of collaborative land 
stewardship. Target date of no later than May 2022 would be highly desired. 

 
Post-fire Ops Treatment Proposal: 

• Seneca Road Corridor – designate the Seneca Road corridor as a Defensible Fuel 
Profile Zone (DFPZ) or simply put, a “fuel break/shaded fuel break” from junction of 
Hwy 89 to Butt Lake.  Intensively treat (cut, skid, deck, remove) fire killed timber 
both merchantable and sub-merchantable timber for 750 ft. each side (1500 ft. 
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total). Green timber: adequately space residual timber suitable for designated fuel 
breaks (metrics on tree spacing will not be described in this proposal).  Additionally, 
follow with a mastication treatment and/or broadcast underburn (prescribed fire) 
in treated areas.  Timetable: commence planning: NLT April, 2023; commence ops NLT April, 
2023; complete operations NLT April, 2024.  Schedule follow-up treatments every 3 years or a 
reasonable time agreed by all collaborators. 

• Seneca WUI Treatment-High Severity, Moderate, & Low Severity Burn Areas in the 
immediate Seneca Area (areas to be collaboratively agreed upon):  Treat by all 
appropriate forestry methods listed above with prescribed fire being the primary 
tool.  Priority treatment areas will be immediately adjacent to private ownership 
extending outward in what will be described as primary, secondary, and tertiary (to 
be further described in detail with collaboration with all agency fuel treatment 
specialists). Utilization of retained dozer and handline firelines will be a priority.  
Timetable: commence planning operations no later than (NLT) Dec. 2022; commence 
operations NLT Aug, 2023; complete operations NLT December 2024.  Schedule follow-up 
operations every 3 years or a reasonable time agreed by all collaborators. 

• National Forest System Lands - Removal of dead & fire damaged trees on all level 
3,4, & 5 national forest system roads within 5 miles of Seneca – specific roads to be 
later identified.  Additionally, it is asked that fire-killed/damaged timber be felled in 
adjacent federal lands to private non-industrial land – distance of treatment to that 
of private property lines is to be determined.  Timetable: commence planning: NLT June 
2022; commence ops NLT Dec. 2022; complete ops NLT Dec. 2024 

• Kingsbury-Rush DFPZ.  Reestablish this old HFQLG DFPZ as a viable fuel break that 
will protect the communities of Canyon Dam, Prattville, Seneca, Round Valley, 
Twain, Rush Creek Road, Hwy 70 corridor, Hwy 89 corridor.  No efforts to provide 
maintenance to this DFPZ feature in the last 10 years has been made.  Timetable: 
commence ops NLT April, 2023; complete ops NLT 2025.  Schedule follow-up treatments as 
agreed by all collaborators. 

 
Big Picture Going Forward 
The residents of Seneca cannot create a fire resilient solution on its own (although we can make 
our own land more fire resilient, that is not enough).  With a strong recommendation for 
involvement, this is where we will need help: 

• WUI Multi-Agency/Multi-Interest Joint Task Force.  Seneca Firewise community strongly 
asks the Plumas NF, & Cal Fire (Lassen Modoc Unit “LMU”) to create a strong all-
inclusive WUI Fuels Treatment Task Force with the express purpose of interfacing and 
embracing Plumas County Firewise Communities (& other like-minded organizations – 
Tribal Consortiums, Plumas County Fire Safe Council, Collaboratives, Industrial Timber 
Companies, etc.) in the joint strategic management of hazardous fuels on private and 
federal land.   Timetable: create a Task Force NLT June 2022. 

● Public Support.  Progressive forest management to meet current fuel management 
needs, will require the citizens of Plumas County to be on board with forestry treatment 
methods, particularly, prescribed fire firing operations that will bring some adverse 
conditions (I.e., smoke to the valleys of our communities).  Public outreach will be 
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necessary if not essential to which PCFSC, PUC, and proponents of fuel treatments 
should be a major contributor in public outreach.  

● Pace and Scale (3rd Party Cooperators).  The Forest Service must embark on a significant, 
even radical change in the planning and implementation of all treatments available to 
the professional forester’s tool box.  Only embracing the private sector, or otherwise 
known as 3rd party cooperators, to perform the planning satisfactory to NEPA and CEQA 
laws will we be successful in our quest for forest resiliency.  Third party involvement 
does not stop there as a need for implementation at a high level will no doubt be 
required, especially for manning a prescribed fire.  One must understand that the 
number of acres treated must be commensurate with the horrific pace and scale of 
recent wildfires – this applies to all lands but mostly Forest Service system lands.  
Significant additional funding must be real to achieve any semblance of meeting the task 
at hand.  Appropriated funding will have to increase dramatically to allow the US Forest 
Service to adequately meet the sheer demand of acres needing to be treated on a year 
to year basis, not to mention the cost of 3rd party planning and implementation.  To put 
numbers out and this is a very rough estimate without going to great lengths and great 
detail (another topic for another day), it would be at the tune of 130,000 acres per year 
(within Plumas County - FS, Timber Industry, Private Lands).  

● Forest Service Organization Restructure.  The public, in all reality, should demand the 
restructuring of this agency to meet the sheer demand of the acres needing fuel 
treatment especially given the post fire conditions of the Dixie and North Complex fires. 
The rehabilitation/restoration needs of these fires will require such great response that 
it will pose a legitimate question if the Forest Service will have sufficient horsepower 
going forward to mitigate the next incoming fuel regime.  The Seneca Firewise 
Community is a strong advocate in a Forest Service organizational restructuring, no 
doubt a monumental task but necessary under dire conditions.  The primary focus on 
restructuring, among others, is the critical need to increase fuels management work 
force size, budget, and capacity to better mirror that of wildland suppression.  The aim 
in restructuring is to foster a pro-active vs. reactive preparedness. 

● Forest Service Geographical Management Unit Restructure.  Divide current Forest 
Service management units into smaller watershed based or a defined WUI management 
unit.  The Seneca Firewise Community advocates a stark increase in stakeholder 
involvement resulting in shared vision, responsibility, and investment.   

● Get Involved. The complexities of this topic are lengthy but will state that local 
stakeholders must be recognized, even to the point of being institutionalized (by the 
Forest Service Shared Stewardship Authority) for decision making within their respective 
watershed or WUI.  Having stated the need for the Forest Service organization 
restructuring, the greatest effect for substantial, far reaching forest policy change will be 
the individual – a stakeholder whether a town resident or forest landowner – they must 
be willing to speak and the agencies must be willing to receive their message. 

● Support from elected officials.  It would be advantageous to have elected officials 
strongly consider being an advocate for organizational change to promote greater input 
for individual/community needs and goals into land management planning and 
implementation.  One of greatest outcomes needed, is to have the greatest capacity 
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possible for proactive forestry-fuel treatments in the way of producing a massive pre-
fire treatment with all the forester’s tools.  Consequently, elected officials can be a 
major factor in this effort.  Furthermore, County officials, PCFSC, PUC, members of the 
Feather River Stewardship Coalition, and other local Collaboratives must be unified to 
be an integral part of the quest for a larger pace and scale of fuels treatment in the 
County if we have any hope of sizable success.  

● Three-Tiered Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).  The Seneca Firewise Community 
recognizes the value of a 3-tiered WUI: primary, secondary, and tertiary zones that will 
be critical in successful planning and implementation. The specific distances of each 
zone will not be discussed or specified in this document; however, sufficient knowledge 
lies within fire science experts within the community to guide and direct. 

 
This document has not captured all the thoughts and actions being contemplated by foresters 
and fire science experts, however, this progressive approach to forest management coupled 
with forward thinking will help stakeholders and cooperators feel enabled and gain confidence 
in the future.  Thinking small is not an option.  This in turn will help pivot the emotional status 
of those living here offering real possibilities for meaningful change.  
 
Forest Service Shared Stewardship Statement. Provided below is an excerpt from the USDA 
Forest Service Shared Stewardship web site providing insight to what could be a promising 
venture (we ask the Forest Service to adhere to its vision). “Clearly, targeted investments are 
needed at the scale of shared landscapes, including partner contributions of resources. We 
need shared approaches at the scale of the challenges we face within the wildland fire 
environment, using shared resources for the right kinds of investments in the right places. We 
can improve the wildland fire system by joining with partners and stakeholders to make 
smart choices about where we work—shared decisions that are both strategic and effective—
investments that can truly make a difference at an all-lands scale.” 

 
 

Appendix A 
Pre-commercial Thinning (PCT) (hand crew)  
The Pre-commercial thinning (PCT) treatment is the cutting of trees (and occasionally brush) 
under 10 inches d.b.h. by a hand crew have a significant effect but very costly ranging from 
$600. - $1600./acre depending on timber/stocking density.  Where flat ground (<45% slope) 
may be acceptable for mastication or commercial ground based logging, steeper ground above 
45% may be suitable for PCT, or, otherwise known as hand crew thinning. Additionally, there 
are other land allocations (I.e., sensitive wildlife areas that may prohibit ground disturbing 
equipment) that hand crews may be allowed to enter to get work done.  Additionally, the 
following should be considered in other situations and locations that would be suitable for this 
treatment.  Hence: 
      1.Follow-up: An excellent follow-up treatment is for a low intensity control burn to follow a 
          PCT within 2 years and followed up with a recurring treatment every 3-5 years. 
      2.Where: Steep ground, areas encumbered by a sensitive land allocation, areas that   
         commercial logging isn’t feasible (i.e., low commercial vol./acre) but treatment is still  
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         warranted. 
Commercial Logging 
Commercial harvesting is an excellent method for fuels treatment if the silvicultural 
prescription is a true model for thinning understory and selectively removing mid to upper tier 
timber.  Crucial is to address the unmerchantable stems (<10 in. dbh) by way of biomass 
harvesting thereby reducing basal area at a significant level.    

1. Follow-up: As with PCT, a follow-up treatment of a low intensity control burn within 2 
years will create a very desire outcome.  A longer-term follow-up is crucial in the way of 
maintaining the effectiveness of the treated area that would suggest a recurring 
treatment every 3-5 years.  

2. Where: Commercial logging, as most will agree, will need to be within and around 
communities that are surrounded by federal or private timberland.  Foresters call this 
the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).   The focus of commercial logging and its 
accompanying treatments should start at the planning level that prioritizes WUI’s 
(homes, private land) and other sensitive features (powerlines, communication 
structures, recreation areas, sensitive watersheds, etc.). 

 
 
Mastication 
This treatment is effective for small timber (<10 in. dbh) and brush.  Where commercial 
biomass treatment/harvesting is not feasible, this is a reasonable alternative  

1. Follow-up: As with the other treatments mentioned, a low intensity control burn would 
be ideal to be implemented within 2 years of initial treatment. 

2. Where: Any location less than 45% slope but should be focused around WUI’s.  
Prescribed Fire 
This treatment is crucial to fire resiliency, and is a major, if not, the primary tool in making our 
forest more fire resilient.  To be successful, three important components in this treatment 
should seriously be considered: 

• Public Outreach.  Recommend the Forest Service, Cal Fire, PCFSC, & PUC (& other  
                      interested parties) embark on a unified public outreach on the merits of prescribed  
                      fire and this would include assembling a public outreach committee in partnership  
                      with all the above-mentioned organizations, particularly, the Forest Service & Cal  
                      Fire.  If this partnership gets stalemated then forge through singularly.  The 
                      purpose of this outreach is to garner favorable public sentiment in favor of  
                      prescribed fire.  Additionally, further proposals are: 

             *Invite Plumas News/SF Chronicle/Chico       
               Record Searchlight/State Sen.  
               Dahle/Congressman Doug     
               LaMalfa/Senator Dianne Feinstein to a    
               scheduled prescribed fire. 
             *Advertise scheduled burns in Plumas          
               News and social media. 
             *Have a booth at the California State      
               Fair in Sacramento 



 7 

 
• Planning.   

        Private Controlled Burns.  Seneca Firewise community strongly recommends the US   
        Forest Service - Plumas NF, & Cal Fire (Lassen Modoc Unit “LMU”) to create a WUI  
        Fuels Treatment Task Force with the express purpose of interfacing with Plumas 
        County Firewise Communities (& other like-minded organizations) in strategically  
        managing hazardous fuels on private land.  Correlated objectives would be the  
        recruiting of private landowners and the intricate planning associated with a  
        prescribed burn.  Imperative: involve WUI private landowner (stakeholders) in the  
        planning process. Implement a collaborative Task Force NLT June 2022. 
        Federal & State & Private Cooperative Burns.  Create a joint planning committee  
        (could be same “WUI Task Force”) with the purpose of combining resources to plan  
        prescribe fire on federal and private ownership (collaborative landscape approach).  
        Examples might be the planning of a follow-up burn on post commercial logging,  
        mastication, or PCT projects that are adjacent to private land holdings, or, include  
        private and federal land in one planned burn. 
 
• Operations.                 

1.Follow-up:  Just as important an initial prescribed fire is implemented; it is 
                         important that follow-up treatments are planned.  The Northern Sierra climate  
                         provides ample growing conditions for vegetation that can and will ultimately  
                         become hazardous to the level of catastrophic under certain favorable conditions 
                         for extreme fire behavior. 

        2.Where: Focus operations in the immediate and general proximity of these areas: 
          *Communities.  Focus burn locations in and around private ownership including  
            adjacent federal land.  Example of where to start may be with old DFPZ’s (Quincy 
            Library group era fuel treatment features) adjacent to communities.   

                       *Access corridors (i.e., State Routes, County Roads – 1000ft-1500ft burn treatment  
                         corridor with county road as the anchor) where a safe ingress and egress is  
                         essential to the safety of a community. 
                       *Critical Infrastructure.  Potential areas would be recreation sites, communication 
                         towers, transmission/distribution powerlines, etc. 
                       *Retained firelines from Dixie Fire on Private & Federal Land.  Use these firelines  
                         that have not been rendered unusable for soft and hard anchors for strategic  
                         control burns around communities.  
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520 MAIN ST., ROOM 309 ▪ QUINCY, CALIFORNIA 95971 ▪ (530) 283-6170 ▪ FAX (530) 283-6288 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
DWIGHT CERESOLA, DISTRICT 1 
KEVIN GOSS, DISTRICT 2 
SHARON THRALL, DISTRICT 3 
GREG HAGWOOD, DISTRICT 4 
JEFF ENGEL, DISTRICT 5 

March 8, 2022 

FEDERAL SERVICE DESK 
ATTN: SAM.GOV REGISTRATION PROCESSING 
460 INDUSTRIAL BLVD 
LONDON, KY 40741-7285 

SUBJECT: Information Required to Activate SAM Entity Registration 

Purpose of Letter 

The purpose of this letter is to formally appoint an Entity Administrator for the named Entity 
and to attest to the accuracy of the information contained in the entity registration. 

Designation of Entity Administrator 

I, Kevin Goss, Chair, Plumas County Board of Supervisors, the below signed individual, hereby 
confirm that the appointed Entity Administrator is an authorized officer, agent, or representative 
of the Entity. This letter authorizes the appointed Entity Administrator to manage the Entity’s 
registration record, its associated users, and their roles in the Entity, in the System for Award 
Management (SAM). 

Entity Covered by this Letter 
DUNS® Number:  010997419 
Legal Entity Name: County of Plumas 
Physical Address: 520 Main Street, Room 309, Quincy, CA 95971 

Entity Administrator Contact Information 
Full Name:  Kevin Goss 
Phone Number: (530) 283-6170 
Email Address: kevingoss@countyofplumas.com 

Account Administration Preference (ONLY CHOOSE ONE) 

You must choose ONE of the two following statements by checking the applicable box.  
Remember, there is no cost to register in SAM -- it is free. However, if you choose to have a 
third-party agent administer your SAM registration, with or without an associated fee, you must 
check the Third-Party Agent Designation box below.  
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520 MAIN ST., ROOM 309 ▪ QUINCY, CALIFORNIA 95971 ▪ (530) 283-6170 ▪ FAX (530) 283-6288 

 
☐ Self-Administration Confirmation  
For the purpose of registering with the United States Government through the online System 
for Award Management (SAM), I do not authorize any third party to act on behalf of the Entity 
listed above. I have checked the Self-Administration Confirmation box to indicate that the 
designated Entity Administrator is not a third-party agent. 
 
☐ Third-Party Agent Designation 
For the purpose of registering with the United States Government through the online System 
for Award Management (SAM), I do hereby authorize [insert full name, phone number, 
address, and email address of the Third-Party Agent] (Designated Third-Party Agent) to act on 
behalf of the Entity listed above. This authorization permits the Designated Third-Party Agent 
to conduct all normal, common business functions within SAM while binding the signatory to all 
actions conducted and representations made as a result of authorization granted herein. I have 
checked the Third-Party Agent Designation box and completed the above information to 
indicate that the designated Entity Administrator is a third-party agent. 
 
Attestation 
 
I, the below-signed, attest to the following: 
 

● All information contained in this letter is complete and accurate.  
● The designated Entity Administrator listed above has an individual SAM User Account 

created with the email address provided in this letter.  
● The banking information provided for Electronic Funds Transfer on the Financial 

Information Page in the SAM.gov registration for the Entity above is correct and 
accurate. 

 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Goss 
Chair, Board of Supervisors 
kevingoss@countyofplumas.com 
County of Plumas 
520 Main Street, Room 309 
Quincy, CA 95971 
 

 
 



 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

State of California 
County of _____________________________) 

 
On _____________________

     
____ before me, _________________________________________ 

(insert name and title of the officer) 
 
personally appeared ______________________________________________________________, 
who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are  
subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in 
his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the  
person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument. 
 
I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 
paragraph is true and correct. 
 
 
WITNESS my hand and official seal. 
 
 
 
Signature ______________________________ (Seal) 

 

A notary public or other officer completing this 
certificate verifies only the identity of the individual 
who signed the document to which this certificate is 
attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or 
validity of that document. 
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