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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH is a Division of the county’s Public Health Agency.
The Division consists of a director, two clerical staff, and five field staff. Our
main office is in the Health and Human Services Center in Quincy, and we also
maintain a satellite office in the Chester Civic Center.

OUR MISSION is to preserve the environment and enhance public health through
outreach, education, collaborative planning and sensible application of
environmental health principles, laws and statutes.

WE CARRY OUT THIS MISSION by providing a variety of services in each of ten
program areas. These program areas are primarily where people interact with
their environment. The amount of time spent in each program area depends on
a variety of risk factors as well as the service needs of the community. In
Plumas County, core environmental health programs include: liquid waste
management, drinking water protection, hazardous materials management,
water quality assurance, and food safety. In 2007, staff time was allocated
according to the chart below.

Environmental Health Staff Time By Program
Area 1/1/07 thru 12/31/07
B Hazardous Materials
Food
1 OOA) D0/
179 B Liquid Waste
0 Water Quality
1 6% B Drinking Water
‘ Protection
20% O All Other Programs
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RECREATIONAL HEALTH

Our recreational health program helps prevent the spread of disease by ensuring
the safe and sanitary operation of public swimming places. Primarily this means
public swimming pools and spas, but we also monitor the quality of popular
natural bathing places such as freshwater ponds and beaches, and may post
warnings or close certain areas to protect the public.

HOUSING AND INSTITUTIONS

The housing and institutions program helps assure that rental housing, day
camps, organized camps, and institutions (such as the jail) are maintained and
operated in a safe and sanitary manner. This is important because the condition
of our housing is a significant indicator of the health, social and mental well-
being of county residents.

SOLID WASTE

Environmental Health ensures the proper and safe handling of the county’s solid
waste. Through contract with the State Department of Public Health, we inspect
and permit county landfills, transfer sites, and investigate old or abandoned sites
for hazards. Local Environmental Health staff respond to complaints about litter,
debris, and illegal dumping.

BUDGET AND REVENUE
Revenue sources include Fees for Service, State Realignment, State Program

Reimbursement Grants, Contracts for Services, and County Contribution. These
funding sources are summarized below.

Environmental Health Revenue By Source

m Service Fees
\
0 State Realignment
0 31 J
26% | m County Contribution
1 Contracts & other
Rewvenue
m State Grant Funding
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LOOKING FORWARD

2008 promises to be another full and exciting year for Environmental Health, In
addition to continuing and improving program services discussed above,
noteworthy issues include:

e Wastewater Challenges: Septage disposal has become a well-known
problem, but this is part of the much larger wastewater challenge.
Municipal wastewater treatment plants throughout the county are finding
it difficult to meet increasingly stringent state discharge standards.
Meanwhile their treatment plants and infrastructure are aging and
deteriorating. Further mandates and restrictions on individual septic
systems are coming through statewide regulations (AB 885) which are
expected to be released later this year. Environmental Health continues
exploring creative and community-based solutions to these and other
wastewater challenges.

¢ (Cal Code Inspection Reporting: Cal Code is the new statewide food safety
law that took effect July 1, 2007. The final phase of implementation is the
posting of restaurant inspection reports beginning in 2008.

e Solid Waste Program: Currently, the state Department of Public Health
provides solid waste enforcement program services under contract to
Environmental Health. By July, Environmental Health will explore
implementation options including local, regional, or continuing with the
state service contract.

Although many of Environmental Health’s programs and priorities are established
by state legislation and regulations, collaborative planning continues to be a
guiding principle for all our activities. Without collaboration, Environmental
Health could not meet the needs of the community we serve. We would like to
thank all of our state and local partners for their continuing support.

Jerry Sipe, Director
Plumas County Environmental Health
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