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PART 1 – INTRODUCTION
1.1

History of Regulatory Actions

The Beckwourth County Service Area (BCSA) was formed on December 29, 1967, by
Plumas County Resolution No. 1790, adopted by the Plumas County Board of
Supervisors. At that time, the Beckwourth community was served by deteriorating
individual septic systems and leaching fields, wherein effluent surfaced in some areas
and was running down ditches. In addition, contamination from the leach fields had
been observed in a few wells.
The principal act that governs the CSA is the County Services law. The principal act
authorizes county service areas to provide a wide variety of municipal services,
including street maintenance, fire protection, extended police protection, water and
sewer services. A CSA may only provide those services authorized in its formation
resolution unless the Board of Supervisors applies to and receives authorization from
LAFCo for activation of a latent power.
The BCSA was given the power by LAFCo to establish a sanitary sewer collection
system, treatment plant and domestic water supply system. To date, however, the
BCSA has not initiated water services since all potential customers in the area are
currently on private wells.
Plumas County submitted a Report of Waste Discharge on February 18, 1971, to the
Regional Water Quality Control Board. On July 29, 1971, Plumas County received an
official copy of Waste Discharge Requirements for the BCSA adopted by Order No. 727. Subsequent Waste Discharge Requirements for the BCSA were adopted by Order
No. 85-336 on December 6, 1985, and Order No. 96-135 on May 3, 1996.
1.2

Description of Existing Infrastructure

The BCSA provides sewer service to properties within its Sphere of Influence that
includes approximately 100 people, including 52 residential connections and 7
commercial connections. The commercial connections include one restaurant (currently
closed), a trailer park, a public works maintenance yard, a Division of Water Resources
office, a Caltrans yard and office, a construction yard, a propane tank business, a small
private school, and some private business offices. There are six industrial connections
located within the service area, including the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Fire Center,
and Care Flight crew quarters.
The sewer system includes four (4) oxidation ponds that were built in 1973 and 1974
and consist of photosynthetic treatment and oxidation and evaporation in two ponds.
The BCSA operates primarily out of two ponds and uses the other two ponds as
backup. Each pond has the capacity to hold 1 acre-foot of effluent.
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The BCSA operates and maintains 2.3 miles of pipeline ranging in size from 4 inches to
8 inches with one lift station. The BCSA also operates and maintains a gravity sewer
system of 11,000 linear feet of six inch (6”) and 400 linear feet of eight inch (8”)
asbestos cement pipe with appurtenances, one lift station pumping into 2,650 linear feet
of six inch (6”) pressurized asbestos cement pipe all dating from 1969. In 1980,
additional gravity sewer of 1,800 linear feet of six inch (6”) asbestos cement pipe was
added to the eastern part of Beckwourth. In 1999, 3,150 linear feet of three inch (3”)
and 2,300 linear feet of two inch (2”) pressurized PVC pipe was added from the
“Industrial Way” area of Beckwourth. In 2012, 6,000 linear feet of four inch (4”) PVC
pipe was constructed from the Nervino Airport area of Beckwourth. In 2016, 500 linear
feet of one and one half inch (1.5”) polyethylene pipe was constructed from Care Flight
base on Nervino Airport to the pressure main along North Industrial Way. A summary of
the pipeline found in the system is shown in Table 1.
The BCSA also has 3,000 feet of 2-inch PVC plastic pressure main outside of the
service area boundary known as the “Industrial Way” main. This main is approximately
10 years of age and is not formally accepted by BCSA. The condition of this main is
unknown.
Table 1
PIPELINE SUMMARY
Size / Type Pipe
Linear
Date
Feet
Installed
6” Asbestos Cement Pipe
11,000
1969
8” Asbestos Cement Pipe
400
1969
6” Pressurized Asbestos
2,650
1969
Cement Pipe
6” Asbestos Cement Pipe
1,800
1980
3” Pressurized PVC Pipe
3,150
1999
2” Pressurized PVC Pipe
2,300
1999
4” PVC Pipe
6,000
2012*
1.5” Polyethylene Pipe
500
2016
*Constructed by the U.S. Forest Service; not yet accepted
by the CSA
1.3

Summary of Costs to Provide Sewer Services

The District is managed by the County Engineering Department. The County Engineer
acts as the District’s general manager. The day-to-day operations of the District are
managed by three part time Engineering Department employees and one part time
operator employee. Sewer services typically are not services generally provided by
County jurisdictions. Sewer services are only provided to properties within Beckwourth
CSA or its sphere of influence and therefor provide added benefit only to those
properties served by the CSA. See Appendix A for Sphere of Influence map.
The cost to provide sewer services includes not only the day-to-day operation costs
such as electricity, wages, repairs and maintenance, but also administrative overhead
costs, regulatory compliance, debt services, fee studies, and repayment of loans. The
sewer fees also need to take into account the capital repair and replacement of both
gravity and force sewer mains, including lift stations equipment and pumps.
2

1.4

History of Tax Laws Effecting Funding

Proposition 13:
Proposition 13 was passed by nearly two-thirds of California’s voters, reducing property
taxes by about 57%. Property tax value was rolled back and frozen at the 1976
assessed value level, with property tax increase limited to 2% increase per year unless
sold. Proposition 13 also capped , with limited exceptions, ad valorem property tax
rates at one percent of full cash value at time of acquisition. To increase state revenue,
approval of two-thirds vote of each house of the legislature. Local “Special” taxes
require approval of two-thirds of the voters.
Proposition 218:
Proposition 218 was passed in 1996, the “Right to Vote on Taxes Act”. It limits the
methods by which local governments can create or increase taxes, fees and charges
without taxpayer consent. It require voter approval of almost all local taxes, including
assessments, and certain user fees. Requires notification of affected property owners,
a formal protest hearing, and in most cases a vote by property owners.
Proposition 218 Compliance:
Proposition 218 and California Constitution Provisions Article XIII D section 6 requires
the agency shall provide written notice by mail of the proposed fee or charge to the
record owner of each identified parcel upon which the fee or charge is proposed for
imposition, the amount of the fee or charge proposed to be imposed upon each, the
basis upon which the amount of the proposed fee or charge was calculated, the reason
for the fee or charge, together with the date, time, and location of the public hearing on
the on the proposed fee or charge. The agency shall conduct a public hearing upon the
proposed fee or charge not less than 45 days after mailing the notice of the proposed
fee or charge to the record owners of each identified parcel upon which the fee or
charge is proposed for imposition. At the public hearing, the agency must hear and
consider all public comments regarding the fees, but only written protests submitted
prior to the close of the public hearing shall be considered when determining whether a
majority protest against the imposition of the fees exists. Upon the conclusion of the
public hearing, if written protests against fee increase are not presented by a majority of
property owners, the legislative body may proceed with imposing the fee increase. Only
one written protest per parcel is allowed, filed by an owner or a tenant of the parcel. No
vote by property owners is required for sewer service fee increases.
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($2,128)

$169

$80,304

($2,128)

$0

$169

$92,326

-

$90,024

-

* Interest Earned

-

$338

-

$0

-

Change in Other
Assets
Change in
Liabilities
Change in
cash flow
Cash Balance

-

$69,314

$86

$570

($485)

$61,737

$723

$315

$408

$47,339

$86

$9

$77

$32,140

($237)

($237)

$0

$14,560

$164

$164

$0

($127)

($740)

($18)

($722)

($9,894) ($11,076) ($8,299) ($14,484) ($14,961) ($17,744) ($13,947)

$8,398

$476

$42

$434

$8,049

($9,705) ($13,618)

-

$1,964

-

($1,652)

2.1

Net Income

Table 2
BECKWOURTH CSA REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES
Revenue/
10 Year 5 Year
FY 6-7
FY 7-8
FY 8-9
FY 9-10 FY 10-11 FY 11-12 FY 12-13 FY 13-14 FY 14-15 FY 15-16
Expenses
Average Average
Revenue
Tax Revenue
$7,318
$8,231
$9,523
$8,788
$8,060
$7,638
$8,154
$7,555
$6,828
$8,214
$8,031
$7,678
Use of Money
$4,086
$4,082
$2,261
$916
$398
$219
$132
$40
$20
$3
$1,216
$83
State and
$76
$76
$80
$76
$80
$77
$74
$75
$66
$63
$74
$71
Federal Aid
Charges for
$5,578
$5,020
$5,047
$5,317
$3,552
$4,592
$3,672
$4,808
$5,676
$4,373
$4,763
$4,624
Services
Connection
$0
$0
$0
$117
$7,400
$423
$714
$0
$0
$0
$865
$227
Fees
Loan from
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0 $15,000
$1,500
$3,000
General Fund
Total Income
$17,058 $17,408 $16,912 $15,213 $19,490 $12,949 $12,747 $12,477 $12,590 $27,653 $14,950 $12,683
Expenses
Salaries and
$9,496
$9,013 $20,210 $15,203 $16,057 $16,027 $16,038 $16,053 $15,828 $16,004 $14,993 $15,990
Benefits
Services and
$9,215
$6,430
$6,596 $11,087 $11,732 $11,407 $11,670 $14,168
$7,560
$3,600
$9,346
$9,681
Supplies
Other Charges
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$3,149
$0
$315
$630
Total
$18,710 $15,443 $26,806 $26,290 $27,789 $27,434 $27,708 $30,221 $26,537 $19,604 $24,654 $26,301
Expenses

PART 2 - ASSESSMENT
Revenue and Expenditures

Revenue and expenses for the last ten fiscal years are included in table 2 below:

2.1

Revenue and Expenditures Continued

The BCSA has been under financial stress for the past several years. Current sewer
fees have not been updated since 1983. Costs of operating the BCSA have increased
since 1983.
BCSA current rates for wastewater service are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

$12.75 per quarter for private residences
$33 per quarter for bars, restaurants and lodge halls
$18 per quarter for grocery stores, gas stations and garages
$3 per quarter per room at a hotel or per trailer space in a trailer park
$33 per quarter for public agencies

Currently there are 52 residential, 8 commercial/public, 6 stores/garage, and 31 trailer
park spaces billed at the rates above for quarterly fee of $1,128, $4,512 per year. In
addition to the quarterly fee for sewer service a connection fee is also charged for new
service. These fees simply are not enough to meet the increasing expenses to maintain
the sewer system. See rate study, appendix J..
Over the last ten fiscal years, the annual expenses have been higher than the revenue
by an average of $9,705. More recently over the past 5 years, the yearly expenses
have been greater than the revenue by an average of $13,618. See table 2 for revenue
and expenditure analysis. The trend in this table clearly shows that over the past ten
years, the Beckwourth CSA’s expenditures have consistently been more than the
revenue and have consequently reduced the cash balance down to essentially zero in
fiscal year 2015-16. Consequently, the Beckwourth CSA was forced to ask for a loan of
$15,000 from the County general fund. There were only two years out of ten where the
net income was positive. Fiscal year 2007-8 was the last year before the salaries and
benefits were increased the following year for a newly hired operator. The only other
year a positive new income occurred was 2015-16 and this was due to the $15,000 loan
from the County. Chart 1 on the next page shows this trend of Income, Expense and
Cash Balance graphically. The chart does not include the $15,000 loan from the
General Fund for simplicity in seeing the real revenue and expenditures.
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2.1

Revenue and Expenditures Continued

Chart 1: Income vs. Expenses vs. Cash Balance
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On March 7, 2016, the Board of Supervisors approved a loan in the amount of $15,000
from the general fund in order to enable the BCSA to balance its budget by the end of
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016. On September 5, 2017, the Board of Supervisors
approved an additional loan in the amount of $26,000 from the general fund. A
condition of the $15,000 loan is that repayment is required no later than June 30, 2019
and repayment of the $26,000 loan term no more than 3 years. Revenues need to be
increased to not only meet expenses, but also include the repayment of the $41,000 in
loans to the County General Fund.
2.2

Very Preliminary Non-Continuing operating Costs

Non-continuing operating costs include capital improvements, inflow and infiltration
study, and fees associated with expansion of the CSA boundary through Plumas Local
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo).
The purpose of an inflow and infiltration study is to determine the amount of inflow,
which is water entering the sewer system through inappropriate connection, and
infiltration, which is groundwater entering the sewer system through defective pipe joints
and broken pipes. Based on the District’s peaking factor, infiltration and inflow increase
significantly during rainy periods. The cost of an inflow and infiltration study is
estimated at $10,000. The inflow and infiltration study will be utilized to determine the
condition of the aging sewer pipes. See table 1 on page 2.
The fee charged by LAFCo for annexation is $5,775 initial deposit toward total project
cost. The expansion of the CSA boundary is to include an industrial area east of the
sewer ponds and Nervino airport north of Highway 70, both included in the current
sphere of influence shown on appendix A.
6

The sewer ponds have been in continuous operation since 1973, with one of the four
ponds being used at any given time. The main item of maintenance with the sewer
ponds is regular cutting down of vegetation growth in the ponds, which is included in the
yearly operating expenses.
Capital improvement costs are itemized in table 3 below.
Table 3
Very Preliminary Estimate of Capital Improvements
Estimated Cost,
Repair or
Replacement
Description
Cost
Inflow and Infiltration Study
$10,000
Sewer Pump Station Replacement
$320,000
Replace Repair Sewer Line Segments
$100,000

2.3

Proposed Fee Assessments

The proposed fee assessment is $44.50 per Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU). See Rate
Study by RCAC in appendix J for details
2.4

Billing Procedures

Sewer service fees are billed quarterly by sending a postcard to each of the service
addresses that have a balance. This procedure is flawed in that the postcards often get
lost or just thrown away as junk mail.
When the new fees are introduced, it will be more effective to bill monthly and send an
invoice rather than a postcard. The revenue stream would be more consistent and any
past due fees would be caught more quickly.

7

PART 3 - SUMMARY
3.1

Summary of Procedures

Upon preliminary approval of this report by the Beckwourth CSA Governing Board, the
clerk will give notice of the public hearing and proposed sewer rate increase by mailing
an official notice to all record owners and customers. The notice will include specific fee
increase on each property rate category, time date and location of public hearing to
occur no less than 45 days after mailing.
The public hearing will be the opportunity for the public to voice any concerns with the
fee increase verbally and file a written protest if they choose.
By the end of the Public Hearing, the Board of Supervisors will determine if there is a
written majority protest. If no majority protest, then new fees may be imposed. If there
are written protests by a majority, then the new fees may not be imposed.
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APPENDIX A
Beckwourth County Services Area Map
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Beckwourth CSA
Proposed Sphere of Influence
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APPENDIX B
California Regional Water Quality
Control Board Order No. 72-7

UALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
CENTl<AL IJALLEY REGION
ORDF,R NO •

72 - 7

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
FOR

BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICES AREA
PLUMAS COUNTY
The California Regional Wa ter Quality Control Board , Central Valley Region finds:
1.

The County of Plumas submitted a report of waste dis charge da ted 18 February

1971 fo r the Beckwourth County Servic es Area.
2.

Beckwourth County Services Area _p ropm:;es to discharge 18 1 000 gallons per day
of sewage t o raw sewage l agoons about 1/?. mile southeast of the community of
Beckwourth.

3.

Surface drainage is to the Middle Fork Feather River whi ch has been set aside
by the U. S . Congr ess as a Wild, Sceni c, and Recreational River.

4.

The Board has notified the County of Plumas and other interested agencies and
persons of i ts intent to prescribe requirements for this waste aischarge .

!)'"

The Board 1 in a public meeti11g, h eard nnd considerer! all comments pertaining t o

this discharge.
IT IB HEREBY ORDERED, that Beckwourth County Services Area s ha ll comply with the
following :

A,

DiGcharge Specificat ions
1.

The dincharge shall not cause a pollution.

2.

Neither t he treatment nor t he discharge shall cause a nuisance ,

3. The mean daily f low shall not exceed 18,000 gallons per day .
It.

B.

There shall be no dischargei to surface waters .

Provisions
l.

The dischargP-t' may be requ i red to furnish technical or monitoring reports a s directed by tho Executive Officer.

?.

The discharger shal l report p r omptly t o the Cali fornia Regi onal Water
Qual ity Control Boo.rrl , Central Valley Region , any material change or
proposed change i n the character, location, or volume of the discharge .

I, Charles T. Carnahan, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a
full , true , ru1d correc t copy of an orde r adopted by the California Regional Water
Quality Contro1 Board, Central Valley Region on
JUL 2 3 1971
Original sign ed by

Charl os T. Carnahan

5/24/71 wbb/jw

Executive Officer

APPENDIX C
Plumas County Resolution No. 82-3568

RESOUJTION NO . 82 - 3568
(RESCINDING Resolution No. 75-2746 and Setting Quarterly Sewer
Service Fees in Beckwourth County Service Area.)
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Plumas
is required to adopt sewer service fees for Beckwourth County
Service Area as required by Section XIV of Ordinance No. 73-18;
and~
WHEREAS, such sewer service fee is necessary for the operation of the Beckwourth County Service Area, and to accumulate a
small reserve for capital imp~ovements; and;
WHEREAS, this Board determines that said fees shall be
payable quarterly,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Resolution No . 75-2746
dated August 13, 1975, establishing fees for Beckwourth County
Service Area, is hereby rescinded; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following ~ees, payable
quarterly, shall be charged to all public, private and residential
properties within the Beckwourth County Service Area:
Private Residences (excluding guest houses)
Bars, Restaurants, Lodge Halls
Grocery Storesl Gas Stations, Garages
Motels and Tra ler Parks
Public Agencies such as County of Plumas,
State of California, Fire District

12.75
33,00
18.00
1.50

I

quarterly
quarterly
quarterly
quarterly
per sleeping room or
Trailer space

$ 33.00 quarterly

The foregoing resolution was duly passed and adopted by the
Board of Supervisors of the County of Plumas, State of California ,
at a regular meeting of said Board held on the ii
day of -m°1,
1982, by the following vote:
AYES:

Supervisors:

Papenhausen, Wellenbrock, Pric·e r
and Coates

NOES:

Supervisors:

None

ABSENT:

Sty,ervisors:

Ross

CoQniy::'.!er an -~offlcio clerk
of said Board o Supervisors

APPENDIX D
Plumas County Resolution No. 83-3666

RESOUITION NO . 83 - 3666
(RESCINDING Resolut_ion N9. . .8f-~568 ~ns .§e\:.~,i:9g Quarterly Sewer
Service ~cee.s _in Beckwourth qoun~y Service Area . )
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Plumas
is required to adopt sewer service fees for Be~ ~~;-th. C<;>_1,1nty
Service Area as required by Section XIV ot OrpiQ~nce NQ. 73-18;
and,
WHEREAS , such sewer service fee is n·e cessary for the operation of the Beckwourth CQµnty Service Area , and to .accumulate a
small reserve for capital improvements; and,
WHERE,AS , this board bas been advised that fees . for motels
and trailer parks should be i nc reased from $1':5o to $3.00 quaterly
per sleepin.~ room or trailer s pace,
NOW, THEREFORE , BE. IT RESOLVED that Res()lution No. 82-3568
dated May 11, 1982, establish fees for Beckwourth County Service
Area, is hereby rescinded; and,
BE IT FURTHER.RESOLVED that t he following fees, payable
quarterly, shall be charged to all public , private and residenti~l
properties within the Be~kwourth ~oµnty Service Area:
Private Residences (excluding guest houses)
$ 12.75 quarterly
Ba~s, Restaurants , Lodge Halls
$ 33.00 quarterly
Grocery Stores , Gas Stations, Garages
$ 18.00 quarterly
Motel,$ and Trailer ·P arks
$ 3. 00 quarterly
per sleeping
room or
trailer space
Public Agencies such as County of Plumas,
$ 33 . 00 quarterly
State of California, Fire District
The ~oregoing resolution was duly passed and adopted by the
Board of Supervisors of the County of Plumas , State of California,
at a regular meeting of said Board held on the ,;7th · day of June,
1983 , by the following vote:
AYES:

Supervisors: Papenhausen, Glines, Ross , Coates
and Pricer

NOES :

Supervisors: None
Supervisors: None

APPENDIX E
California Regional Water Quality
Control Board Order No. 96-135

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
CENTRAL VALLEY REGION
ORDER NO. 96-135
WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
FOR
BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICE AREA
BECKWOURTH WASTEWATER PONDS
PLUMAS COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region, (hereafter
Board) finds that:
1.

Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 85-336, adopted by the Board on
6 December 1985, prescribes requirements for a discharge of sewage from the
Beckwourth County Service Area (hereafter Discharger) to 4 acres of wastewater
ponds. The property (Assessor's Parcel No. 140-060-18) is currently owned by the
Discharger.

2.

Present waste discharge requirements established by Order No. 85-336 are neither
adequate nor consistent with plans and policies of the Board.

3.

The Discharger discharges approximately 20,000 gallons per day (gpd) of raw sewage
from 65 residences in the community of Beckwourth to four stabilization ponds
one-quarter mile south of the community.

4.

The ponds are in Section 26, T23N, R14E, MDB&M, with surface water drainage to
Middle Fork Feather River, as shown on Attachment A, which is attached hereto and
part of this Order by reference. The site lies within Feather River Hydrologic Unit,
Sierra Valley Hydrologic Subarea (HSA) No. 518.35 as depicted on interagency
hydrologic maps prepared by the Department of Water Resources in August 1986.

5.

The Board adopted a Water Quality Control Plan, Third Edition, for the Sacramento
River Basin and the San Joaquin River Basin (hereafter Basin Plan), which contains
water quality objectives for all waters of the Basins. These requirements implement
the Basin Plan.

6. ' The beneficial uses of the Middle Fork Feather River are agricultural supply;
noncontact recreation; esthetic enjoyment; ground water recharge; freshwater
replenishment; hydropower generation; and preservation and enhancement of fish,
wildlife, and other aquatic resources.

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICE AREA
BECKWOURTH WASTEWATER PONDS
PLUMAS COUNTY

-2-

7.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (U.S.C. 1271-1287) of 2 October 1968 designated
the Middle Fork Feather River as a component of the National System of Wild and
Scenic Rivers. The ponds are in that portion designated the Recreational River Zone.

8.

The beneficial use of underlying ground water is municipal, industrial, and
agricultural supply.

9.

The action to adopt waste discharge requirements for this existing facility is exempt
from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), in
accordance with Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR), Section 15301.

10.

This discharge is exempt from the requirements of Title 23, CCR, Section 2510, et
seq. , (hereafter Chapter 15). The exemption, pursuant to Section 2511 (b), is based
on the following:
a.

The Board is issuing waste discharge requirements, and

b.

The discharge complies with the Basin Plan, and

c.

The wastewater does not need to be managed according to 22 CCR,
Division 4.5, Chapter 11, as a hazardous waste.

11.

The Board has notified the Discharger and interested agencies and persons of its intent
to prescribe waste discharge requirements for this discharge and has provided them
with an opportunity for a public hearing and an opportunity to submit their written
views and recommendations.

12.

The Board, in a public meeting, heard and considered all comments pertaining to the
discharge.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Order No. 85-336 is rescinded, and the Beckwourth County
Service Area, its agents, successors, and assigns, in order to meet the provisions contained in
Division 7 of the California Water Code and regulations adopted thereunder, shall comply
with the following:

A.

Discharge Prohibitions
1.

Discharge of wastes to surface waters or surface water drainage courses is
prohibited.

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICE AREA
BECKWOURTH WASTEWATER PONDS
PLUMAS COUNTY

B.

2.

By-pass or overflow of untreated or partially treated waste is prohibited.

3.

Discharge of waste classified as 'hazardous' or 'designated,' as defined in
Sections. 2521(a) and 2522(a) of Chapter 15, is prohibited.

-3-

Discharge Specifications
1.

Neither the treatment nor the discharge shall cause a nuisance or condition of
pollution as defined by the California Water Code, Section 13050.

2.

The discharge shall not cause degradation of any water supply.

3.

The discharge shall remain within the treatment ponds at all times.

4.

Ponds. shall have sufficient capacity to accommodate allowable wastewater flow
and design seasonal precipitation and additional inflow and infiltration during
the nonirrigation season. Design seasonal precipitation shall be based upon
total annual precipitation using a return period of 25 years, distributed monthly
in accordance with historical rainfall patterns. Freeboard shall never be less
·
than two feet (measured vertically to the lowest point of overflow).

5.

On 1 October of each year, available pond storage capacity shall at least equal
the volume necessary to comply with Discharge Specification B.4.

6.

The 30-day average daily dry weather discharge flow shall not exceed
20,000 gallons.

7.

Ponds shall be managed to prevent breeding of mosquitoes. In particular:

8.

a.

An erosion control program should assure that small coves and
irregularities are not created around the perimeter of the water surface.

b.

Weeds shall be minimized through control of water depth, harvesting,
or herbicides.

c.

Dead algae, vegetation, and debris shall not accumulate on the water
surface.

The dissolved oxygen content of treatment ponds shall not be less than
1.0 mg/1 for 16 hours in any 24-hour period.

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
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C.

D.
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Sludge Disposal
1.

Collected screenings, sludges, and other solids removed from liquid wastes
shall be disposed of in a manner that is consistent with Chapter 15, Division 3,
Title 23, California Code of Regulations (CCR), and as approved by the
Executive Officer.

2.

Any proposed change in sludge use or disposal practice from a previously
approved practice shall be reported to the Executive Officer at least 90 days in
advance of the change.

Provisions
1.

The Discharger shall comply with Monitoring and Reporting Program
No. 96-135, which is part of this Order, and any revision~ thereto as ordered
by the Executive Officer.

2.

The Discharger shall provide certified wastewater treatment plant operators in
accordance with regulations adopted by the State Water Resources Control
Board.

3.

The Discharger shall comply with the "Standard Provisions and Reporting
Requirements for Waste Discharge Requirements," dated 1 March 1991, which
are attached hereto and by reference a part of this Order. This attachment and
its individual paragraphs are commonly referenced as "Standard Provision(s)."

4.

In the event of any change in control or ownership of land or waste discharge
facilities described herein, the Discharger shall notify the succeeding owner or
operator of the existence of this Order by letter, a copy of which shall be
forwarded to this office.

5.

The Discharger must comply with all conditions of this Order, including timely
submittal of technical and monitoring reports as directed by the Executive
Officer. Violations may result in enforcement action, including Regional
Board or court orders requiring corrective action or imposing civil monetary
liability, or in revision or rescission of this Order.

6.

A copy of this Order shall be kept at the discharge facility for reference by
operating personnel. Key operating personnel shall be familiar with its
contents.

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
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7.

The Board will review this Order periodically and may revise requirements
when necessary.

I, WILLIAM H. CROOKS, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true,
and correct copy of an Order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control
Board, Central Valley Region, on 3 May 1996.

WILLIAM H. CROOKS, Executive Officer

GDD:djc
Attachments

APPENDIX F
California Regional Water Quality
Control Board Monitoring
Program 96-135

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
CENTRAL VALLEY REGION
MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM NO. 96-135
FOR
BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICE AREA
BECKWOURTH WASTEWATER PONDS
PLUMAS COUNTY

MONITORING

The following shall constitute the monitoring program:
Type of
Sample

Sampling
Frequency

Parameter

Unit

Flow

Gallons

Monthly

Liquid Depth and Freeboard

Feet

Monthly

OBSERVATIONS

The ponds shall be inspected on a regular basis to check the following:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Seepage through pond dikes
Excessive odors or other nuisances
Excessive weed growth in pond
Lift station pumps are in working order

REPORTING

In reporting the monitoring data, the Discharger shall arrange the data in tabular form so that
the date, the constituents, and the concentrations are readily discernible. The data shall be
summarized in such a manner to illustrate clearly the compliance with waste discharge
requirements.
Monitoring reports shall be submitted to the Regional Board by the 15th day of the
following quarter.
The results of any monitoring done more frequently than required at the locations specified in
the Monitoring and Reporting Program shall be reported to the Board.
In the event of any by-pass or overflow of wastes from the collection system, the Discharger
shall notify the Regional Board by telephone at (916) 224-4845 as soon as it or its agents

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM
BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICE AREA
BECKWOURTH WASTEWATER PONDS
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have knowledge. of such noncompliance or potential for noncompliance, and shall confirm
this notification in writing within two weeks. The written notification shall state the nature,
time and cause of noncompliance, and shall describe the meas.ures being taken to prevent
recurrences and shall include a timetable for corrective actions.
Upon written request of the Board, the Discharger shall submit a report to the Board by
30 January of each year. The report shall contain both tabular and graphical summaries of
the monitoring data obtained during the previous year. · In addition, the Discharger shall
discuss the compliance record and the corrective actions taken or planned which may be
, needed to bring the discharge into full compliance with the waste discharge requirements.
The Discharger shall implement the above monitoring program as of the date of this Order.

_Ll---=-:,_=c.===----

Ordered by: ___:;w_c__,;:;__~__;:·'--.;::,.:;..,_u-=---.;,_·.
WILLIAM H. CROOKS, Executive Officer

3 May 1996
(Date)

GDD:djc
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ATTACHMENT A

BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICE AREA
BECKWOURTH WASTEWATER PONDS
PLUMAS COUNTY
Section 26, T23N, R14E,MDB&M
Reconnaissance Peak, CA 7.5 USGS Quad
Scale: 1 Inch= 2,000 Feet

INFORMATION SHEET

BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICE AREA
BECKWOURTH WASTEWATER PONDS
PLUMAS COUNTY

Beckwourth County Service Area operates and maintains a collection system with one lift
station and 4 acres of wastewater ponds for the community of Beckwourth in eastern Plumas
County. The average dry weather design capacity of the wastewater ponds is approximately
20,000 gallons per day (gpd). The Beckwourth County Service Area discharges raw sewage
from 65 residences within Beckwourth to four stabilization ponds one-quarter mile south of
the community.
The ponds are in Section 26, T23N, R14E, MDB&M, with surface water drainage to Middle
Fork Feather River. The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (U.S.C. 1271-1287) of 2 October 1968
designated the Middle Fork Feather River as a component of the National System of Wild
and Scenic Rivers. The ponds are in that portion designated the Recreational River Zone and
lies within the Feather River Hydrologic Unit, Sierra Valley Hydrologic Subarea (HSA)
No. 518.35 as depicted on interagency hydrologic maps prepared by the Department of
Water Resources in August 1986.
Soils in the area consist of sandy loam to a depth of over 5 feet and are poorly drained. The
subsoil permeability is moderate to moderately slow. Depth to ground water is
approximately .10 feet. The annual precipitation averages 18 inches, while annual
evaporation averages 50 inches.

GDD:djc 5/3/96

APPENDIX G
Plumas Bounty of Supervisor Minutes,
March 15, 2016, Item 3B

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Terrell Swofford, 1st District
Kevin Goss, 2nd District
Sharon Thrall, Chair 3 rd District
Lori Simpson, Vice Chair 4 th District
Jeff Engel, 5th District

MEETING MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF PLUMAS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
HELD IN QUINCY ON MARCH 15, 2016

STANDING ORDERS

11 :00 A.M .

Play» CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
Present: Supervisor Swofford , Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Thrall, Supervisor Engel,
Supervisor Goss.
Play >> PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mike Taborski leads the Pledge of Allegiance.
Play >> ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA
None

Play » PUBLIC COMMENT OPPORTUNITY
Pastor Tarleton offers a prayer.

Michael Butler, representing Friends of the Portola Library addressed the Board requesting to increase hours
at the Portola Library. Mr. Butler submits a petition from members of the public "The Right to Restore Plumas
County Portola Branch Library Hours".
Play » DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS
Craig Settlemire, County Counsel announces that Plumas County has won the lawsuit filed by High Sierra
Rural Alliance regarding the General Plan Update. Mr. Settlemire acknowledges Randy Wilson, Planning
Director and Rebecca Herrin, Senior Planner for all their hard work on this case.

ACTION AGENDA

1. Play » CONSENT AGENDA
These items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. The Board of Supervisors will act upon them
at one time without discussion. Any Board members, staff member or interested party may request that an
item be removed from the consent agenda for discussion. Additional budget appropriations and/or allocations
from reserves will require a four/fifths roll call vote.
Motion: Approve the following consent agenda matters as submitted, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor
Goss, Seconded by Supervisor Simpson .
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 5).
Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Goss, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Swofford, Supervisor Thrall.

A) PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY
1) Adopt RESOLUTION No. 16-8135 to accept and authorize the Director of Public Health to sign
Agreement Amendment Number 15-10375, A-01 from the Californ ia Department of Health,
Emergency Preparedness Office (EPO) for EBOLA Preparedness and Response Program;
approved as to form by County Counsel
2) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Agreement Number PCPHA2016ELLIS with Ellis Planning
Associates, Inc., of $14,926 to assist in developing a Strategic Plan in accordance to PHAB
requirements found in PHAB Standards and Measures; approved as to form by County Counsel

2. DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS
A) Play» FACILITY SERVICES/AIRPORTS - Dony Sawchuk
Appropriate $12,000 from the General Fund Contingency to Facility Services 20120/521300 to pay
Public Works for installation of a new sewer connection lateral for Care Flight Facility at the
Beckwourth-Nervino Airport; discussion and possible action ; four/fifths required roll call vote
Motion: Appropriate $12,000 from the General Fund Contingency to Airports Fixed Assets account to pay
Public Works for installation of a new sewer connection lateral for Care Flight Facility at the BeckwourthNervino Airport, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Swofford, Seconded by Supervisor Goss.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 5).
Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Goss, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Swofford, Supervisor Thrall.

B) Play >> LIBRARY/LITERACY - Lynn Sheehy
Approve supplemental budget transfer of $31,450 for receipt of unanticipated revenue from State
Library for Literacy Program; four/fifths required roll call vote
Motion: Approve supplemental budget transfer of $31,450 for receipt of unanticipated revenue from State
Library for Literacy Program, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Goss, Seconded by Supervisor
Swofford.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 5).
Yes: Supervisor Engel , Supervisor Goss, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Swofford, Supervisor Thrall.

C) SOCIAL SERVICES - Elliott Smart
1) Play » Adopt PROCLAMATION Proclaiming March 2016 as "Social Worker Month " in Plumas
County; discussion and possible action
Motion: Adopt PROCLAMATION Proclaiming March 2016 as "Social Worker Month" in Plumas
County, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Goss, Seconded by Supervisor Simpson.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 5).
Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Goss, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Swofford , Supervisor Thrall.

2) Play »

Approve supplemental budget transfer of $36,990 for receipt of unanticipated revenue
from State Department of Social Services for Foster Parent Recruitment Retention and Support
Program; four/fifths required roll call vote

Motion: Approve supplemental budget transfer of $36,990 for receipt of unanticipated revenue from
State Department of Social Services for Foster Parent Recruitment Retention and Support Program,
Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Goss, Seconded by Supervisor Simpson.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 5).
Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Goss, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Swofford, Supervisor
Thrall.
3) Play» Authorize the Department of Social Services to recruit and refill vacant 1.0 FTE Benefits
Assistance Counselor 1/11 position, created by resignation; discussion and possible action

Motion: Authorize the Department of Social Services to recruit and refill vacant 1.0 FTE Benefits
Assistance Counselor 1/11 position, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Engel, Seconded by
Supervisor Goss.
Motion passed unanimously.
D) Play >> PLANNING - Randy Wilson
1) Approve and authorize the Planning Director to sign amendment to Agreement between County of
Plumas and Sierra Nevada Conservancy to produce a Lake Almanor Water Trails Map; discussion
and possible action

Motion: Approve and authorize the Planning Director to sign amendment to Agreement between
County of Plumas and Sierra Nevada Conservancy to produce a Lake Almanor Water Trails Map,
Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Swofford, Seconded by Supervisor Goss.
Motion passed unanimously.
2) Approve and authorize the Planning Director to sign modification to Agreement between County of
Plumas and the U.S. Forest Services for work related to water quality on the forest changing the
amount of the grant funds dispersed to the Forest Service of $1,927,848 as stated in the existing
Prop. 50 Grant Agreement between the County of Plumas and the Department of Water
Resources; discussion and possible action

Motion: Approve and authorize the Planning Director to sign modification to Agreement between
County of Plumas and the U.S. Forest Services for work related to water quality on the forest
changing the amount of the grant funds dispersed to the Forest Service of $1,927,848 as stated in the
existing Prop. 50 Grant Agreement between the County of Plumas and the Department of Water
Resources, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Goss, Seconded by Supervisor Engel.
Motion passed unanimously.

E) Play » PUBLIC WORKS - Robert Perreault
1) Adopt RESOLUTION No. 16-8136 Authorizing the Applicant to Apply for Grant Funds for the State
of California, Department of Parks and Recreation, Off-Highway Vehicle Grant Funds. Roll call
vote

Motion: Adopt RESOLUTION Authorizing the Applicant to Apply for Grant Funds for the State of
California, Department of Parks and Recreation, Off-Highway Vehicle Grant Funds, Action: Approve,
Moved by Supervisor Swofford, Seconded by Supervisor Goss.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 5).
Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Goss, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Swofford, Supervisor Thrall.

2) Authorize the Department of Public Works to recruit and fill vacant 1.0 FTE Public Works Lead
Maintenance Worker position in the La Porte District, created by resignation ; discussion and
possible action
Motion: Authorize the Department of Public Works to recruit and fill vacant 1.0 FTE Public Works
Lead Maintenance Worker position in the La Porte District, created by resignation, Action: Approve,
Moved by Supervisor Engel, Seconded by Supervisor Goss.
Motion passed unanimously.

F) Play>> ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH - Jerry Sipe
Adopt ORDINANCE, first introduced on March 08, 2016, amending Section 6-6.12(b) of Plumas
County Code Pertaining to Septic Tank Construction . Roll call vote
Motion : Adopt ORDINANCE No. 16-1101, first introduced on March 08, 2016, amending Section 6-6.12
(b) of Plumas County Code Pertaining to Septic Tank Construction, Action: Approve, Moved by
Supervisor Swofford, Seconded by Supervisor Simpson.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 5) .
Yes: Supervisor Engel , Supervisor Goss, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Swofford, Supervisor Thrall.

3.

Play >> BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
A) 11: 15 PUBLIC HEARING: Pursuant to Ordinance No. 15-1096 regarding "Outdoor Festivals", consider
application received from Brian Saccomano for outdoor music festival "Emissions" to be held May 13
- 15, 2016 in Belden Town; discussion and possible action

The public hearing is opened . There being no public comment, the hearing is closed and before the Board
for consideration.
Motion: approve application received from Brian Saccomano for outdoor music festival "Emissions" to be
held May 13-15, 2016 in Belden Town, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Goss, Seconded by
Supervisor Swofford.
Motion passed unanimously.

B) Play » Beckwourth County Services Area:
1) Appropriate $15,000 from the General Fund Contingency as a loan to the Beckwourth County
Service Area to balance the budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016, such loan to bear interest at the
rate of interest that the county earns on its temporarily idle funds; discussion and possible action;
four/fifths required roll call vote
Motion: Appropriate $15,000 from the General Fund Contingency as a loan to the Beckwourth County
Service Area to balance the budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016, such loan to bear interest at the rate of
interest that the county earns on its temporarily idle funds, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor
Goss, Seconded by Supervisor Swofford .
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 5).
Yes: Supervisor Engel , Supervisor Goss, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Swofford, Supervisor Thrall.
2) Pursuant to Government Code section 25214.4(b), extend the time for repayment of the $15,000 ·
loan appropriation from the Plumas County General Fund Contingency to the Beckwourth County
Service Area from repayment in the current fiscal year to repayment by June 30, 2019; discussion
and possible action; four/fifths required roll call vote
Motion: Pursuant to Government Code section 25214.4(b), extend the time for repayment of the
$15,000 loan appropriation from the Plumas County General Fund Contingency to the Beckwourth
County Service Area from repayment in the current fiscal year to repayment by June 30, 2019, Action:
Approve, Moved by Supervisor Goss, Seconded by Supervisor Swofford.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 5) .

Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Goss, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Swofford, Supervisor Thrall.

C) Play» Property Tax Exchange Negotiations: LAFCo file 2015-ANNX-0003 Chandler Ranch to
Quincy Fire Protection District; discussion and possible action
Craig Settlemire, County Counsel addresses the Board. The Quincy Fire Protection District applied to
Plumas County LAFCo for the annexation of approximately 121.16 acres consisting of some twenty-one
residential parcels in the Chandler Ranch Homesites subdivision in the American Valley near Quincy to
the Quincy Fire Protection District for fire protection and emergency medical services. The matter before
the Board today is to determine if they agree to share a portion of the County share of the property tax
increment.
The Chair takes comments from Dennis Clemens, representing the Quincy Fire Protection District.
Following discussion by the Board, Motion: direct staff to return with a formal Resolution for adoption by
the Board providing for a transfer of the ad valorem property tax increment allocation factor in tax rate area
053-009 of 7.785957 from East Quincy Community Services District to Quincy Fire Protection District, and
in tax rate area 053-043 of 7.4555145 from County of Plumas to Quincy Fire Protection District, consistent
with the discussion, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Simpson, Seconded by Supervisor
Swofford.
Motion passed unanimously.

D)CORRESPONDENCE
None
E) INFORMATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
None

F) Appointments
Play>> MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION
Re-appoint Maria Rock-Strong to the Plumas County Mental Health Commission
Motion: Re-appoint Maria Rock-Strong to the Plumas County Mental Health Commission, Action:
Approve, Moved by Supervisor Goss, Seconded by Supervisor Engel.
Motion passed unanimously.

1:00 P.M . AFTERNOON SESSION
The Board reconvenes at 1:00 p.m. with all members present as in the morning session.
4.

Play>> CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL
Presentation by the California Highway Patrol regarding new traffic safety laws pertaining to bicycles and
pedestrians
Sergeant Prisco, representing the California Highway Patrol, addresses the Board regarding new laws
pertaining to bicycles and pedestrians.

5. CLOSED SESSION
ANNOUNCE ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION

A. Personnel : Public employee performance evaluation - Director of Facility Services/Airports
B. Personnel: Public employee appointment or employment - Chief Probation Officer

C. Conference with Legal Counsel : Claim Against the County filed by Michael G. Scott on December 11,
2015
D. Conference with Legal Counsel : Existing litigation pursuant to Subdivision (d) (1) of Government Code
§54956.9 - Amy Granat, et al., Plaintiffs, v. United States Department of Agriculture, et al., Defendants,
United States District Court, Eastern District of California, Case No. 2: 15-cv-00605 MCE-DAD (Plumas
National Forest Travel Management Plan)
E. Conference with Legal Counsel : Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Subdivision (d)(2) of
Government Code Section 54956.9
F. Conference with Labor Negotiator regarding employee negotiations: Sheriffs Admin istrative Unit;
Sheriffs Department Employees Association; Operating Engineers Local #3; Confidential Employees
Unit; Probation; Unrepresented Employees and Appointed Department Heads
REPORT OF ACTION IN CLOSED SESSION (IF APPLICABLE)
The Chair announces action taken in closed session as follows:
Conference with Legal Counsel : Claim Against the County filed by Michael G. Scott on December 11 , 2015
By unanimous vote of the Board, the Claim Against the County filed by Michael G. Scott on December
11, 2015 is rejected, and the Clerk is directed to provide sufficient notice.
ADJOURNMENT
Adjourned meeting to Tuesday, April 05, 2016, Board of Supervisors Room 308, Courthouse, Quincy,
California.

APPENDIX H
Plumas Bounty of Supervisor Minutes,
September 5, 2017, Item 3 & 4A

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Michael Sanchez, 1st District
Kevin Goss, 2 nd District
Sharon Thrall, 3rd District
Lori Simpson, Chair 4 th District
Jeff Engel, Vice Chair 5th District

MEETING MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF PLUMAS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
HELD IN QUINCY ON SEPTEMBER 05, 2017

STANDING ORDERS

10:00 A.M.

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
Present: Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Thrall, Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Sanchez.
Absent: Supervisor Goss.
Play >> PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Supervisor Thrall leads the Pledge of Allegiance.
Play » ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA
AGENDA ITEM 1.E.8. - BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
Motion: approve amendment to agenda item 1.E.8.-Behavioral Health changing the 1.0 FTE
Behavioral Health Case Management Specialist I/II/Senior to 2.0 FTE as requested, Action:
Approve, Moved by Supervisor Thrall, Seconded by Supervisor Sanchez.
Motion passed unanimously.

Play » PUBLIC COMMENT OPPORTUNITY
Larry Douglas comments regarding economic development in Plumas County.
Play »
None

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS

ACTION AGENDA

1. Play >> CONSENT AGENDA
These items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. The Board of Supervisors will act upon them
at one time without discussion. Any Board members, staff member or interested party may request that an
item be removed from the consent agenda for discussion. Additional budget appropriations and/or allocations
from reserves will require a four/fifths roll call vote.
Motion: Approve the following consent agenda matters as submitted and amended, Action: Approve, Moved
by Supervisor Thrall, Seconded by Supervisor Sanchez.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 4).
Yes: Supervisor Engel , Supervisor Sanchez, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Thrall.
A) SOCIAL SERVICES
1) Approve and authorize the Director of Social Services to sign a contract, not to exceed $8,500,
between County of Plumas and West Coast Children's Clinic for training and for other supportive
services connected to the Department's implementation of a response system to Commercial
Sexual Exploitation of Children ; approved as to form by County Counsel
2) Approve and authorize the Director of Social Services to sign an lnteragency Memorandum of
Understanding with the Northern Rural Training and Employment Consortium (NORTEC)
committing to a resource sharing structure to support integrated service delivery to mutual
customers
B) CLERK OF THE BOARD
Approve Board minutes for August 2017
C) DISTRICT ATTORNEY
Authorize the District Attorney to recruit and fill vacant, funded and allocated 1.0 FTE Legal Services
Assistant 1/11, created by resignation
D) PROBATION
Approve and authorize the Chief Probation Officer to sign contract between County of Plumas and
Lassen County Juvenile Detention Facility for the detention of Plumas County juvenile offenders;
approved as to form by County Counsel
E) BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
1) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign amendment to contract, not to exceed $50,000, between
County of Plumas and Sierra Vista Hospital to provide patient recovery services to Plumas County;
approved as to form by County Counsel
2) Approve and authorize the Behavioral Health Director to sign Memorandum of Understanding
between County of Plumas and Plumas County Public Health Agency, not to exceed $82,277, for
Substance Abuse Prevention and Friday Night Live Program; approved as to form by County
Counsel
3) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign contract, not to exceed $50,000, between County of
Plumas and Heritage Oaks Hospital for treatment facility to cover inpatient and outpatient
psychiatric and mental health disorders; approved as to form by County Counsel
4) Approve and authorize the Behavioral Health Director to sign contract, not to exceed $82,938,
between County of Plumas and Plumas Rural Services for support of the Transitional Sober Living
Facilities; approved as to form by County Counsel
5) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign contract, not to exceed $7,000, between County of Plumas
and Liz Santiago for training for the development of assessments, diagnosis, treatment plans and
progress notes; approved as to form by County Counsel
6) Approve and authorize the Behavioral Health Director to sign contract, not to exceed $50,000,
between County of Plumas and Progress House for treatment facility to cover detox, residential,
transitional and outpatient services; approved as to form by County Counsel
7) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign first amendment to contract, not to exceed $80,000,
between County of Plumas and Kings View Corporation adding Exhibit "F" for computer purchases;
approved as to form by County Counsel

8) Authorize Behavioral Health to recruit and fill vacant, funded and allocated 2.0 FTE Behavioral
Health Case Management Specialist I/II/Senior and 2.0 FTE Behavioral Health Therapist I/II/Senior
positions

F) PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY
1) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Agreement Amendment Numbers MM2017OPTIMAS-A 1,
not to exceed $269,600, and MAA2017OPTIMAS-AH-A1 in the amount of $42,000 with Optimas
Services, Inc., for activities of Administrative Hub Roles and Responsibilities for a Random
Moment Survey software system and LGA Consultant for the Medi-Cal Administrative Activities
(MM) Program; approved as to form by County Counsel
2) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Agreement #MM1718PCIRC, not to exceed $19,800, with
Plumas Crisis Intervention & Resource Center to provide various services to Public Health related
to the Medi-Cal Administrative Activities (MAA) Program; approved as to form by County Counsel
3) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Agreement Amendment MM 1415CODING-A3 ($42,000)
with Fairbanks, LLC ., to provide a Random Moment Survey software system and coding services
for the Medi-Cal Administrative Activities (MAA) Program for Fiscal Year 2017-2018; approved as
to form by County Counsel
4) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Agreement Amendment Number MM 1415PCG-A3, not to
exceed $300,000, with Public Consulting Group, Inc., (PCG) to provide Random Moment Survey
software system for the School Medi-Cal Administrative Activities Program (SMAA); approved as to
form by County Counsel
5) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign multi-year Agreement Number TURP17217HAUN with Sue
Haun, not to exceed $74,052, for evaluation activities related to the Tobacco Use Reduction and
Prevention Program; approved as to form by County Counsel
6) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Agreement #PCPHA 1718MS, not to exceed $77,400, with
Dr. Mark Satterfield to act as the County Health Officer/Medical Director from July 1, 2017 through
June 30, 2018; approved as to form by County Counsel
7) Approve submission of the California Children's Services and Child Health and Disability Prevention
Plans for FY 2017-2018, and authorize the Chair to sign the Certification Statements for the
California Children's Services and Child Health and Disability Prevention Programs; approved as to
form by County Counsel
8) Approve Agreements between Plumas County Public Health Agency (PCPHA) and Chico Research
Foundation to provide Nutrition Services (IIIB-042-18, $30,000 and Transportation Services (IIIC045-08, $156,664) to the senior citizens of Plumas County for FY 2017-2018, and authorize the
Director of Public Health to sign as the Board's designee; approved as to form by County Counsel
9) Adopt RESOLUTION No. 17-8278 to accept and authorize the Director of Public Health or
Designee to execute Grant Agreement Number 16-11015 from the California Department of Public
Health for implementing the project, "Naloxone Distribution" ; approved as to form by County
Counsel
G) FACILITY SERVICES/AIRPORTS
1) Approve and authorize the Director of Facility Services to sign Contract between County of Plumas
and Jason Blust dba Heat Transfer Systems, not to exceed $80,995, for new heating and air
conditioning units at Portola Memorial Hall; approved as to form by County Counsel
2) Approve and authorize the Director of Facility Services to sign Contract between County of Plumas
and Smith Power Productions, not to exceed $22,000, for emergency generator maintenance
services; approved as to form by County Counsel
3) Approve and authorize the Director of Facility Services to sign Contract between County of Plumas
and John Lund dba KJ's Cleaning Service, not to exceed $18,690, for custodial services
(Greenville Townhall, Greenville Library, and Greenville Substation); approved as to form by
County Counsel
4) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Contract between County of Plumas and James Lausen
dba Awesome Lausen Janitorial, not to exceed $31,200, for custodial services (Fairgrounds Admin
and Facility Services building); approved as to form by County Counsel
5) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Addendum No. 4 between County of Plumas and Tim
Ringo, dba Bob's Janitorial Service for custodial services (Quincy Courthouse); approved as to
form by County Counsel

6) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Contract between County of Plumas and Mark Miller dba
Miller Cleaning Services, not to exceed $53,400, for custodial services (Courthouse Annex);
approved as to form by County Counsel
7) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Addendum No. 3 between County of Plumas and Tim
Ringo, dba Bob's Janitorial Service for custodial services (Quincy Library and Museum); approved
as to form by County Counsel
8) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Addendum No. 3 between County of Plumas and Tim
Ringo, dba Bob's Janitorial Service for custodial services (Permit Center); approved as to form by
County Coonse!
9) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Addendum No. 1 of $10,080 between County of Plumas
and Mark Miller dba Miller Cleaning Services for custodial services (Chester Complex); approved
as to form by County Counsel
10) Approve and authorize the Director of Facility Services to sign Agreement, not to exceed
$55,575.88, between County of Plumas and Allied Modular Building Systems for partition wall
sections in the Social Services Department; approved as to form by County Counsel
H) PROBATION
Approve and authorize the Chief Probation Officer to sign contract between County of Plumas and
Noble Software, LLC, not to exceed $11,560, for assessing probationers for their possibility of
recidivism; approved as to form by County Counsel

I) HUMAN RESOURCES
Adopt RESOLUTION No. 17-8279 electing to be Subject to the Public Employees' Medical and
Hospital Care Act at an Equal Amount for Employees and Annuitants with Respect to a Recognized
Employee Organization (Probation Unit)
J) PUBLIC WORKS
1) Authorize Public Works to recruit and fill vacant, funded and allocated 1.0 FTE Public Works
Maintenance Worker 1/11, Beckwourth District, created by resignation
2) Designate the Department of Public Works as the lead department to coordinate and conduct
meetings of the "Development Review Committee

SPECIAL DISTRICTS GOVERNED BY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
The Board of Supervisors sits as the Governing Board for various special districts and county service areas in
Plumas County including Dixie Valley Community Services District; Walker Ranch Community Services
District; Beckwourth County Service Area; Plumas County Flood Control and Water Conservation District;
Quincy Lighting District; Crescent Mills Lighting District; County Service Area #12.
Convened as the Flood Control & Water Conservation District Governing Board

2. Play» FLOOD CONTROL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT- Randy Wilson
Approve FY 2016-2017 supplemental budget of $63,042 for Prop. 50 Grant; four/fifths required roll call
vote
Motion: Approve FY 2016-2017 supplemental budget of $63,042 for Prop. 50 Grant, Action: Approve,
Moved by Supervisor Thrall, Seconded by Supervisor Engel.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 4) .
Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Sanchez, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Thrall.
Adjourned as the Flood Control& Water Conservation District Governing Board and reconvened as the
Beckwourth County Service Area Governing Board

3. Play »

BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICE AREA - Robert Perreault

Authorize a request to the County of Plumas to borrow up to $26,000 from the General Fund to Fund
0206, to be repaid with interest at the Plumas County pooled funds rate; and authorize the Manager to
request the loan, and sign any documents necessary on behalf of the CSA to evidence the loan and
receive the loan proceeds; four/fifths required roll call vote
Motion: Authorize a request to the County of Plumas to borrow up to $26,000 from the General Fund to Fund
0206, to be repaid with interest at the Plumas County pooled funds rate; and authorize the Manager to
request the loan, and sign any documents necessary on behalf of the CSA to evidence the loan and receive
the loan proceeds, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Thrall, Seconded by Supervisor Sanchez.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 4).
Yes: Supervisor Engel , Supervisor Sanchez, Supervisor Simpson , Supervisor Thrall.
Adjourned as the Beckwourth County Service Area Governing Board and reconvened as the Board of
Supervisors

4. DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS
A) Play » ENGINEERING - Robert Perreault
Approve a loan from the General Fund to the Beckwourth County Services Area for up to $26,000 to
be repaid with interest at the Plumas County pooled funds rate; and authorize the Manager to request
the loan, and sign any documents necessary on behalf of the CSA to evidence the loan and receive
the loan proceeds; four/fifths required roll call vote
Motion: Approve a loan from the General Fund to the Beckwourth County Services Area for up to $26,000
to be repaid with interest at the Plumas County pooled funds rate; and authorize the Manager to request
the loan, and sign any documents necessary on behalf of the CSA to evidence the loan and receive the
loan proceeds, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Thrall , Seconded by Supervisor Sanchez.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 4).
Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Sanchez, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Thrall.

B) Play » COORDINATING COUNCIL - Robert Perreault
Report by the Plumas County Coordinating Council Subcommittee on enhancing U.S. Forest Service
attendance/participation .
C) SHERIFF - Greg Hagwood
1) Play >> Presentation of award to Dale Knutsen of Lake Almanor in recognition of over 20 years of
voluntary service to the citizens of Plumas County specifically in the areas of emergency
preparedness and firewise education
2) Play» Adopt RESOLUTION to authorize the Sheriff to administer a grant of $20,000 for
Communications Based Equipment provided by PG&E. Roll call vote
Motion: Adopt RESOLUTION No. 17-8280 to authorize the Sheriff to administer a grant of $20,000 for
Communications Based Equipment provided by PG&E , Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Engel,
Seconded by Supervisor Thrall.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 4).
Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Sanchez, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Thrall.
3) Play» Adopt RESOLUTION authorizing the Sheriff to sign and administer the 2017 Emergency
Management Performance Grant of $129,058. Roll call vote
Motion: Adopt RESOLUTION No. 17-8281 authorizing the Sheriff to sign and administer the 2017
Emergency Management Performance Grant of $129,058, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor
Engel , Seconded by Supervisor Thrall.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 4).
Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Sanchez, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Thrall .

4) Play » Approve and authorize the Sheriff to sign service agreement between County of Plumas
and Emergency Communications Network, LLC/Onsolve, LLC; authorize the Sheriff to sign all
future service agreements with Emergency Communications Network, LLC/Onsolve, LLC for up to
$3,000; and authorize the Auditor/Controller to pay invoice dated June 20, 2017 from Onsolve, LLC
of $2,000; not approved as to form by County Counsel; discussion and possible action
Motion: Approve and authorize the Sheriff to sign service agreement between County of Plumas and
Emergency Communications Network, LLC/Onsolve, LLC; authorize the Sheriff to sign all future
service agreements with Emergency Communications Network, LLC/Onsolve, LLC for up to $3,000;
and authorize the Auditor/Controller to pay invoice dated June 20, 2017 from Onsolve, LLC of $2,000,
Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Thrall, Seconded by Supervisor Sanchez.
Motion passed unanimously.

5) Play» Authorize the Sheriff to pay invoice of $1,782.45 to the U.S. Forest Service PG&E for the
Claremont Peak Communication Site; and authorize the Sheriff to pay subsequent invoice
statements until site is transferred to Plumas County by Special Use Permit; discussion and
possible action
Motion: Authorize the Sheriff to pay invoice of $1 ,782.45 to the U.S. Forest Service PG&E for the
Claremont Peak Communication Site; and authorize the Sheriff to pay subsequent invoice statements
until site is transferred to Plumas County by Special Use Permit, Action: Approve, Moved by
Supervisor Engel, Seconded by Supervisor Sanchez.
Motion passed unanimously.

D) Play >> Play >> RISK MANAGEMENT - Roberta Allen
Adopt RESOLUTION regarding Industrial Disability Retirement for Dwight Cline, Sheriff's Special
Operations Sergeant (Government Code 21156). Roll call vote
Motion: Adopt RESOLUTION No. 17-8282 Denying Industrial Disability Retirement for Dwight L. Cline,
(Government Code 21156), Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Thrall, Seconded by Supervisor
Sanchez.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 3) .
Yes: Supervisor Sanchez, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Thrall.
Absent: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Goss

-

E) Play» FARM ADVISOR- David Lile
1) Plumas-Sierra Cooperative Extension Program update
2) Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Amendment No. 3 (Y14-2441) to Agreement between
County of Plumas and The Regents of the University of California regarding Compensation and
Term
Motion: Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Amendment No. 3 (Y14-2441) to Agreement between
County of Plumas and The Regents of the University of California regarding Compensation and Term,
Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Thrall, Seconded by Supervisor Engel.
Motion passed unanimously.

-

F) Play >> PROBATION - Erin Metcalf
Adopt Community Corrections Partnership (CCP) Public Safety Realignment Budget for FY 20172018, totaling $980,190.89, as submitted and recommended, or reject by required four/fifths roll call
vote; discussion and possible action

Motion: reject Community Corrections Partnership (CCP) Public Safety Realignment Budget for FY 20172018, totaling $980,190.89, as submitted and recommended ; and direct that all funding received be
allocated to the Probation department budget, Action: Approve, Moved by Supervisor Engel, Seconded
by Supervisor Thrall.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 4).
Yes: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Sanchez, Supervisor Simpson, Supervisor Thrall.

-

G) Play >> PLANNING/CANNABIS WORKING GROUP - Randy Wilson
Cannabis Ordinance Development Update; discussion and possible action

-

The Chair takes comments from Kim Scott, representing the Cannabis Working Group.
The Chair takes comments from members of the public including Harry Rogers, Ralph Koehne, Jason Evans,
Ryan Kelly, John Cunningham, Chelsea Bunch, Joseph Munoz, Donald Aiken , Brian Gorham, Sharon
Covington, Jonathan Kusel, John Kimmel, Alicia Adler, Shane Starr. Oliver Star, Sarah Bensinger.
Following discussion, the Board directs the Cannabis Working Group to return with an ordinance development
update on October 3, 2017.

-

5. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
A.CORRESPONDENCE
None
B. INFORMATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
None

1:30 P.M . AFTERNOON SESSION
The Board reconvenes at 1:30 p.m. with all members present as in the morning session .

6. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
A. Play» Report and update by Susan Scarlett, Budget Consultant on the FY 2017-2018 Budget;
discussion and possible action regarding various county departments and programs

Supervisor Engel leaves the Board meeting .
B. Play >> Continue discussion regarding salaries of Plumas County Elected Officials; discussion and
possible action
Motion: direct staff to return with an ordinance to include a10% salary increase on the base rate for all
Plumas County Elected Officials; and stipends to be determined on a case by case basis, Action:
Approve, Moved by Supervisor Sanchez, Seconded by Supervisor Simpson .
Vote: Motion failed (summary: Yes= 2, No= 1, Abstain = 0) .
Yes: Supervisor Sanchez, Supervisor Simpson .
No: Supervisor Thrall.
Absent: Supervisor Engel, Supervisor Goss

C . Play >> PUBLIC HEARING: The Plumas County Board of Supervisors will open its hearing on the FY
2017-2018 County Budget
The Chair opens the public hearing. There being no public comment, the hearing remains open and is
continued to September 12, 2017.

7. CLOSED SESSION
Play »

ANNOUNCE ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION

A. Personnel: Public employee performance evaluation - Information Systems Manager
B. Conference with Legal Counsel: Existing litigation pursuant to Subdivision (d)(1) of Government Code
§54956.9 (Workers Compensation Case No. TIBP-550074)
C . Conference with Legal Counsel: Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Subdivision (d)(2) of
Government Code Section 54956.9

D. Conference with Labor Negotiator regarding employee negotiations: Sheriff's Administrative Unit;
Sheriffs Department Employees Association; Operating Engineers Local #3; Confidential Employees
Unit; Probation; Unrepresented Employees and Appointed Department Heads
REPORT OF ACTION IN CLOSED SESSION (IF APPLICABLE)
There was no reportable action taken in closed session.

ADJOURNMENT
Adjourn meeting to Tuesday, September 12, 2017, Board of Supervisors Room 308, Courthouse, Quincy,
California.

APPENDIX I
BCSA Median Household Income Study
Final Report – October 2017 by RCAC

Beckwourth Community Service Area
Median Household Income Survey
Final Report  October 2017
State of California State Water Resources Control Board
Proposition 1 Water Bond
Comprehensive Assistance to Tribal and Small Systems Project
Agreement Number: D1612801
TA Workplan Number: 5204-A

Presented by: Rural Community
Assistance Corporation (RCAC)
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Resources Control Board
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October 9, 2017
Elvira Reyes
State Water Resources Control Board - Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I St. 16th Floor
PO Box 944212
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: Beckwourth Community Services Area (CSA) Median Household Income Survey Results
Prop 1 Agreement No. D1612801 / TA Work Plan No. 5204-A
Dear Elvira:
Enclosed please find the printed final report for the Beckwourth CSA Median Household Income (MHI)
Survey.
The report consists of documentation to determine the MHI for the water district. The report is categorized
into the following sections:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7
8.

Executive Summary Letter ............................................................................................................................. 2
Introduction .................................................................................................................................................... 3
Survey Rationale ............................................................................................................................................ 3
Survey Results ................................................................................................................................................ 5
Exhibit A: Boundary Map, Area and Location Maps and Area Photos ......................................................... 6
Exhibit B: Residents List (response, no response, commercial, vacant homes/lots and vacation homes) ... 11
Exhibit C: Sample Explanation Letters, Survey Forms and Public Meeting Notice .................................... 14
Exhibit D: Beckwourth Community Service Area Median Household Income Data ................................. 22

If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact me at 707/489-6994.
Sincerely,

Brian Phillips
Brian Phillips
RCAC, CA/NV Regional Manager
Community & Environmental Services
Enclosure: Income Survey Report, MHI Data
CC.
Jennifer Toney, Senior Water Resource Control Engineer, SWRCB – Division of Financial Assistance
Robert A. Perreault, Jr., P.E., County Engineer and Manager, Plumas County Engineering
Rob Thorman, P.E., Associate Engineer, Plumas County Engineering
Kim Strong, RCAC, Rural Development Specialist – Environmental & Community
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September 30, 2017
Elvira Reyes
State Water Resources Control Board - Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I St. 16th Floor
PO Box 944212
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: Beckwourth Community Services Area (CSA) Median Household Income Survey Results
Prop 1 Agreement No. D1612801 / TA Work Plan No. 5204-A
Dear Elvira:
The State Water Resources Control Board – Division of Financial Assistance requested that Rural
Community Assistance Corporation (RCAC) perform an income survey of Beckwourth Community
Services Area (CSA) located in Plumas County. The purpose of this survey is to establish a median
household income (MHI) level for state and federal funding programs and sources. This survey has been
completed and the results are attached.
The MHI for Beckwourth Community Services Area is $30,000 with a response rate of 91.3 percent.
Beckwourth CSA has 74 parcels; six (6) are vacant homes; four (4) are vacation homes; fourteen (14) are
commercial; and four (4) are vacant lots, leaving 46 parcels (households) to survey. The 42 responses
account for a 91.3 percent response rate. The number of households in a range between 1 – 55 requires a
sample size of 90 percent to meet State and Federal guidelines.
The survey was designed and conducted per Multi Agency Guidelines for Median Household Income
Surveys established for the State Water Resources Control Board – Clean Water/ Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund (SRF), and United States Department of Agriculture – Rural Development.
Please free feel to contact me if you have additional questions or need further assistance. I can be reached at
phone number: 916/447-9832 ext. 1064, or e-mail: kstrong@rcac.org.
Yours truly,

Kimberley H. Strong
Kimberley H. Strong
Rural Development SpecialistCommunity & Environmental Services

Enclosure:
CC.

Income Survey Report, MHI Data
Jennifer Toney, Senior Water Resource Control Engineer, SWRCB – Division of Financial Assistance
Robert A. Perreault, Jr., P.E., County Engineer and Manager, Plumas County Engineering
Rob Thorman, P.E., Associate Engineer, Plumas County Engineering
Brian Phillips, CA/NV Regional Manager, RCAC, Community & Environmental Services
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Beckwourth Community Services Area
555 Main Street, Quincy, CA 95971
Prop 1 Agreement Number D1612801
TA Work Plan Number 5204-A
Median Household Income Survey Final Report
Date:
Submitted to:

October 9, 2017
Elvira Reyes
State Water Resources Control Board - Division of Financial Assistance
Robert A. Perreault, Jr., P.E., County Engineer and Manager
Plumas County Engineering

Submitted
by:
Introduction:

Kimberley Strong, Rural Development Specialist-Community & Environmental
Rural Community Assistance Corporation
Beckwourth Community Services Area (CSA) is publicly owned wastewater
system managed by a five member board of supervisors and operating under
California General Water Quality Order 2014-0153-DWQ. Beckwourth CSA is
located in Plumas County, approximately 50 miles northeast of Truckee, California.
There are a total of 74 parcels within the Beckwourth CSA service area; six (6) are
vacant homes; four (4) are vacation homes; fourteen (14) are commercial; and four
(4) are vacant lots, leaving 46 parcels (households) to survey.
The Beckwourth Community Services Area (BCSA) provides sewer services to the
community of Beckwourth. The existing sewer system consists of gravity flow
sewer lines connected to a lift/pump station and four (4) sewer ponds located south
of State Highway 70. The infrastructure was constructed almost 50 years ago and is
in need of immediate replacement. Replacement of the pump station will result in a
more efficient sewer system with additional redundancies for sewer pumping
capabilities, as well as create a modern treatment system that results in more
affordable annual maintenance cost and the more likely ability of the small user
base to create and maintain a reasonable sinking fund program for future
infrastructure replacement needs.
In order to be eligible for optimal funding options, Beckwourth CSA needed to
establish their Median Household Income (MHI) for the service area. The Water
Board requested that Rural Community Assistance Corporation (RCAC), a private,
nonprofit organization, perform the MHI under RCAC’s California Prop 1
Technical Assistance contract with the State Water Resources Control Board Division of Financial Assistance (DFA).

Survey
Rationale:

The current census data encompassed a larger area than the proposed project
boundaries (see Area Maps, Exhibit A, pages 6-10). Therefore, BCSA felt the
census numbers did not adequately reflect the customers’ household income. The
addresses of those surveyed are attached and titled “Residents’ List of Beckwourth
Community Services Area” (see Exhibit B, pages 11-13).
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Income
Survey
Methodology:

A unique survey number is randomly assigned to each household receiving a
survey questionnaire to maintain the respondent’s anonymity. The customer’s
personal information (name, phone, etc.) is considered confidential and is not
provided to any funding agency or other entity. RCAC will retain the original
survey forms containing personal information on file at their corporate office, 3120
Freeboard Drive, Suite 201, West Sacramento, California, 95691 for seven (7)
years.
A letter of explanation in English was mailed and/or delivered on May 5, 2017 to
all households within the survey area. The first survey letter and form in English,
and corresponding postage-paid reply envelope were mailed and/or delivered to
each household on May 12, 2017. A second survey letter and form in English was
mailed and/or delivered on May 26, 2017 to each household that did not respond to
the first survey (see Exhibit C, pages 14-21). The surveys were mailed back to
RCAC to maintain customer privacy.
A door-to-door survey was performed on July 8-9, 2017 and August 24-25, 2017 at
the residences that had not responded to the two survey mailings. RCAC attended a
community meeting on August 24, 2017 to provide survey information to the
residents. Beckwourth CSA provided RCAC with addresses for the parcels used in
the survey (see Exhibit B, pages 11-13). RCAC, in consultation with the State
Water Resource Control Board – Division of Financial Assistance, developed the
survey letters and form (see Exhibit C, pages 14-21).
The income survey form listed income categories and requested respondents to
provide the households total gross annual income from 2016 Federal tax filing. It
also asked if the respondent had lived in the residence more than six months out of
the year; if the residence was a vacation home, rental or commercial property; and
how many people reside at the residence more than six months out of the year.
Funding agency guidelines require that an impartial agency conduct the income
survey using an approved format. The median household incomes for the project
service area survey was calculated by RCAC as follows:
The median income is defined as that income in the middle of the data collected
from the universe after all incomes are ranked in order from lowest to highest
incomes. For example, if there are nine houses surveyed, and the five ranks of
income are $10k, $13k, $14k, $19k, $150k, then $14k is the median income
because it is two from the top rank and two from the bottom rank.
The median may require averaging if you have an even number of universe data
available, and the two incomes in the middle are different.
Upon receiving the completed surveys, RCAC calculated the MHI for the project
service area community. This number was submitted to the State Water Resources
Control Board – Division of Financial Assistance (DFA) and State Revolving Fund
administrators, and the District.
The definition of household income is the total gross income in the previous
calendar year, in this case calendar year 2016, from all sources, by all members of
one single residence. The final results of the survey will be used by DFA to
measure the community’s ability to finance the project and to determine whether or
not assistance in the form of a special low interest loan rate or grant is needed.
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Survey
Results:

An income survey was conducted within the Beckwourth CSA service boundaries.
A summary of the results is listed below with more detailed information in the
exhibits. The MHI for this survey only counted residences occupied for more than
six months of the year.
Beckwourth CSA has 74 parcels; six (6) are vacant homes; four (4) are vacation
homes; fourteen (14) are commercial; and four (4) are vacant lots, leaving 46
parcels (households) to survey. The 42 responses account for a 91.3 percent
response rate. The number of households in a range between 1 – 55 requires a
sample size of 90 percent to meet State and Federal guidelines.
The Median Household Income for Beckwourth Community Service Area is
$30,000 (see Exhibit D, pages 22-24).

Response
Rate:

Total number of parcels
Total number of vacant homes/lots, vacation homes and
commercial
Total number of residential parcels surveyed
Total number of surveys returned
Total number of default responses
Total number of non-responses
Response rate calculation

74
28
46
42
0
4
42 ÷ 46 = 91.3%

The results of this survey may be used to support loans and or grant applications to
multiple funding agencies, for multiple types of projects benefiting residents within
the survey area. Each funding agency has unique criteria for determining funding
awards. A funding agency may look at the survey in terms of whether a community
is disadvantaged, the percentage of low to moderate income people in the survey
area, the MHI of the survey area in relation to State non-metro MHI’s, or other
criteria. These factors help a funder determine whether a project is eligible for
funding, whether it is eligible for grants, what percentage of grant is available in a
grant loan package, or what interest rates the project qualifies for in a loan.
Eligibility of a project for funding changes with time, so the funding package
available to a project this year might not be the same package available next year.
RCAC makes no claims regarding funding eligibility of any projects the system may
be considering, now and in the future. Further, funding agencies generally use the
most recent and accurate income survey results available when funding projects.
RCAC makes no claims about how long the results of this survey will remain valid
before being superseded by other newer surveys. It is recommended that the system
contact any funding agencies under consideration directly to discuss funding
eligibility.
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Exhibit A
Beckwourth Community Service Area
Service Boundary Map, Area and Location Maps
and Area Photos
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Beckwourth Community Services Area – Boundary Map
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Beckwourth Community Services Area – Area Map
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Beckwourth Community Services Area – Street Map
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Beckwourth Community Services Area – Satellite Maps
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Beckwourth Community Services Area – Area Photos
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Exhibit B
Residents List for
Beckwourth Community Services Area







Response
No Response
Commercial
Vacant Homes
Vacant Lots
Vacation Homes
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BECKWOURTH COMMUNITY SERVICES AREA RESIDENTS LIST

147
169
365
301
219
239
249
326
472
20
50
80
106
186
190
191
192
198
199
204
208
209
220
222
325
326
326
239
252
255
270
278
136
166
80804
80870
80898
80921
80922
81076
81202
81438

Permanent Resident/Response
Property Address
City
BECKWOURTH- GENESEE ROAD
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH- GENESEE ROAD
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH- GENESEE ROAD
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH STREET
BECKWOURTH
GREELEY STREET
BECKWOURTH
GREELEY STREET
BECKWOURTH
GREELEY STREET
BECKWOURTH
GREELEY STREET
BECKWOURTH
GREELEY STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MYRTLE STREET
BECKWOURTH
MYRTLE STREET
BECKWOURTH
MYRTLE STREET
BECKWOURTH
NORTH STREET
BECKWOURTH
NORTH STREET
BECKWOURTH
NORTH STREET
BECKWOURTH
NORTH STREET
BECKWOURTH
NORTH STREET
BECKWOURTH
SOMERS ISLE LANE
BECKWOURTH
SOMERS ISLE LANE
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH

20
202
223
264

Permanent Residence/No Response
Property Address
City
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
NORTH STREET
BECKWOURTH

State
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA

State
CA
CA
CA
CA
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Zip
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129

Zip
96129
96129
96129
96129
Page 12

Commercial/No Response
91
305
548
148
180
212
214
80952
81010
81027
81202
81590
81822
82241

Property Address
BECKWOURTH- GENESEE ROAD
INDUSTRIAL WAY
INDUSTRIAL WAY
MAIN STREET
MAIN STREET
MAIN STREET
MAIN STREET
STATE ROUTE 70
STATE ROUTE 70
STATE ROUTE 70
STATE ROUTE 70
STATE ROUTE 70
STATE ROUTE 70
STATE ROUTE 70

City
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH

State
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA

Zip
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129

218
333
170
81060
81170
81296

Vacant Homes/No Response
Property Address
City
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MYRTLE STREET
BECKWOURTH
NEW STREET
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH
STATE ROUTE 70
BECKWOURTH

State
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA

Zip
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129
96129

275
197
275
279

Property Address
GREELEY STREET
MAIN STREET
NORTH STREET
NORTH STREET

City
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH
BECKWOURTH

State
CA
CA
CA
CA

Zip
96129
96129
96129
96129

240
301
117
274

Vacation Homes/No Response
Property Address
City
BECKWOURTH STREET
BECKWOURTH
INDIAN STREET
BECKWOURTH
MAIN STREET
BECKWOURTH
NORTH STREET
BECKWOURTH

State
CA
CA
CA
CA

Zip
96129
96129
96129
96129

Vacant Lots/No Response
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Exhibit C
Explanation Letter – English
Survey Letter – English
Survey Form – English
Public Meeting Notice
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BEC KWO URTH COMMUNITY SERV ICES AREA

c/o PLUMAS COUNTY ENG INEERING DEPARTMENT
5 55 MAJN STREET• QUINCY, CA 95971 • (530) 283-6209 • FAX (530) 283-6134

Robert A. Perreault, .Ir., P.E.

County Engineer and Manager, BCSA
MayS,2017

Dear Customer of the Beckwourth Sewer Service:
Beckwourth County Services Area (BCSA) is planning to apply to the various state and federal funding
programs for sewer system improvements and upgrades. We hope to optimize our funding opportunities
for the following wastewater improvement project:
The Beckwourth County Services Area (BCSA) provides sewer services to the community of
Beckwourth, located in Plumas County, California. The existing sewer system consists of gravity flow
sewer lines connected to a lift/pUlllp s tation and four (4) sewer ponds located south of State Highway 70.
The infrastructure was constructed almost 50 years ago and is in need of immediate replacement.
Replacement of the pump station will result in a more efficient sewer system with additional redundancies
for sewer pwnping capabilities, as well as create a modern treatment system that results in more
affordable annual maintenance cost and the more likely ability of the small user base to ere.ate and
maintain a reasonable sinking fund program for furure infrastructure replacement needs.
As part of the funding application process, staff has involved an impartial third party contractor to
perfom1 a focused household income survey of our customers. This income survey will be used by
funding agencies to detennioe BCSA's eligibility for optimal fllllcling altematives.
Beckwourth County Services Area has requested that the Rural Commllllity Assistance Corporation
(RCAC), a non-profit corporation. and approved by State Water Resources Control Board - Division of
Financial Assistance to conduct the survey. An inc.o me s urvey letter a nd form will be mailed to you in
tbe next few days from RCAC. Please complete the infomiation and return it to RCAC in the postagepaid envelope that will be included. The BCSA needs a high response rate to be considered for optimal
funding alternatives. No identifying information will be provided to t he funding agency or
Beckwourth County Services Area. Responses to th is survey a re confidential.
You can help your community and BCSA obtain the best possible funding from federal and state funding
agencies by completing and returning the survey form, so dial needed improvements can be made. Thank
you for your assistance. For more information please feel free to contact:
Rob Thorman, P.E., Assoc. Engineer, Plumas CoUllty Engineering, 555 Main Street, Quincy CA 95971,
Phone# (530) 283-6209, E-mail: robthorman@countyofplumas.com
Kimberley Strong, RCAC, Rural Development Specialist - Community & Environmental Services
3120 Freeboard Dr., Ste. 201 , W. Sacramento, CA 9569 1, Phone#(916)447-9832 ext. 1064,
E-mail: kstrong@rcac.org

We Appreciate Your Cooperation,

Robert A. Perreault Jr., P.E.
County Engineer
Manager, Beckwourth County Services Area
Plumas County
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Corporate Offlce:
3120 Freeboard Drive, Suite 201

West Sacrl.fflento, CA 9S691
(916) 447•2854 • Fax(916) 447•2878

ATTENTION: RESIDENTS OF
BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICES AREA
May 12, 2017
The Beckwourth County Services Area (BCSA) has authorized the Rural Community Assistance
Corporation to conduct a confidential income survey of the residents in the BCSA service area.
Attached is the survey form that will be utilized to obtain the needed infonnation. Please complete the
survey to the best of your ability. The infom1ation on this survey is necessary to assist the District to
obtain funding from state funding programs.
The Beckwourth County Services Area (BCSA) provides sewer services to the community of
Beckwourth, located in Plumas Cotmty, California. The sewer system consists of gravity flow sewer
lines connected to a lift/pump station and four (4) sewer ponds located south of State Highway 70. The
infrastructure was constructed almost 50 years ago and is in need of immediate replacement.
Replacement of the ptunp station will result in a more efficient sewer system with additional
redundancies for sewer pumping capabilities, as well as create a modem treatment system that results
in more affordable annual maintenance cost and the more likely ability of the small user base to create
and maintain a reasonable sinking fund program for future infrastructure replacement needs.
This survey is being conducted to establish an accurate Median Household Income (MHI) of the
wastewater service area. This information will not be made public. It is important that the
information you provide is an accurate r epresentation of the questions asked. Please take the
minute or two that it takes to complete the survey now. The Rural Community Assistance
Corporation has enclosed a self addressed postage paid envelope for you to return the completed survey
fom1. If you request it, assistance can be arranged to help you fill it out. The envelopes are provided to
maintain confidentiality of your infommtion. The envelopes are numbered to keep track of who has
turned in completed survey fonus.

lf a response is not received within IO davs, vou will receive an additional notice with a second
copv of the form for vour response. A high response rate is needed for the District to be considered
for optimal funding alternatives. No identifying infonnation will be given to the Beckwourth County
Services Area, or the Division of Financial Assistance (DFA) to maintain confidentiality.
Once the completed surveys have been received, the Rural Community Assistance Corporation will
analyze the responses, detennine the MHI for your community, and report the results to the funding
agency's that disburses the various state funds. Responses to this survey form arc confidential.
If you would like more information about the survey and how the infonnation will be utilized to assist
the residents of the Beckwourth County Services Area, please feel free to contact:
Kimberley Strong, Rural Development Specialist- Community & Environmental, RCAC,
3120 Freeboard Dr., Ste. 201, W. Sacramemo, CA 9569 1, phone: 916/447-9832 ext. 1064,
e-mail: kstrong@rcac.org
Rob Thorman, P.E., Assoc. Engineer, Plumas County Engineering, 555 Main Street, Quincy CA
95971, phone# (530) 283-6209, e-mail rohthorman@countyofplumas.com

s«rvlng Rural Commun/tie• In: Alaska
Idaho
Montana
Nevada

• Arizona • California • Colorado • Hawaii & other Pacific Islands
New Mexico

•

Oregon

Utah

•

Washington
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Corporate Office:
3120 Freeboard Drive, Suite 201

West S1cr1.mento, CA 9S691
(916) 447•2854 • Fax(916) 447•2878

ATTENTION: RESIDENTS OF
BECKWOURTH COUNTY SERVICES AREA
May26, 2017
The Beckwourth County Services Area (BCSA) has authorized the Rural Community Assistance
Corporation to conduct a confidential income survey of the residents in the BCSA service area.
Attached is the survey form that will be utilized to obtain the needed infonnation. Please complete the
survey to the best of your ability. The infom1ation on this survey is necessary to assist the District to
obtain funding from state funding programs.
The Beckwourth County Services Area (BCSA) provides sewer services to the community of
Beckwourth, located in Plumas Cotmty, California. The sewer system consists of gravity flow sewer
lines connected to a lift/pump station and four (4) sewer ponds located south of State Highway 70. The
infrastructure was constructed almost 50 years ago and is in need of immediate replacement.
Replacement of the ptunp station will result in a more efficient sewer system with additional
redundancies for sewer pumping capabilities, as well as create a modem treatment system that results
in more affordable annual maintenance cost and the more likely ability of the small user base to create
and maintain a reasonable sinking fund program for funtre infrastructure replacement needs.
This survey is being conducted to establish an accurate Median Household Income (MHJ) of the
wastewater service area. This information will not be made public. It is important that the
information you provide is an accurate r epresentation of the questions asked. Please take the
minute or two that it takes to complete the survey now. The Rural Community Assistance
Corporation has enclosed a self addressed postage paid envelope for you to return the completed survey
fom1. lfyou request it, assistance can be arranged to help you fill it out. The envelopes are provided to
maintain confidentiality of your infommtion. The envelopes are numbered to keep track of who has
turned in completed survey fonus.

lf a r esponse is not received within 10 davs. vou will receive a call or door to door survev for vour
response. A high response rate is needed for the District to be considered for optimal funding
alternatives. No identifying information will be given to the Beckwourth County Services Area, or the
Division of Financial Assistance (DFA) to maintain confidentiality.
Once the completed surveys have been received, the Rural Community Assistance Corporation will
analyze the responses, detennine the MHJ for your community, and report the results to the funding
agency's that disburses the various state funds. Responses to this survey form arc confidential.
lfyou would like more information about the survey and how the infonnation will be utilized to assist
the residents of the Beckwourth County Services Area, please feel free to contact:
Kimberley Strong, Rural Development Specialist- Community & Environmental, RCAC,
3120 Freeboard Dr., Ste. 201, W. Sacramemo, CA 9569 1, phone: 916/447-9832 ext. 1064,
e-mail : kstrong@rcac.org
Rob Thom1an, P.E., Assoc. Engineer, Plumas County Engineering, 555 Main Street, Quincy CA
95971 , phone# (530) 283-6209, e-mail robthonnan@countyofplumas.com

s«rvlng Rural Commun/tie• In: Alaska
Idaho
Montana
Nevada

• Arlzono • Coliforni1 • Colorodo • Hawaii & other Pacific lslonds
New Mexico

•

Oregon

Utah

•

Washington
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Median Household Incom e (MHI), Survey for Special Funding E ligibility
Verifiable Income from 2,016 Federal Incom e Tax Filing
Residential Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Survey Number _ _ _ __

1. Was this survey sent to a commercial bu siness?
Yes □
No D

Stop and return this form in the envelope provided.
Complete the survey.

2. Is this your primary residence? (please check only one box)
A primary residence is a household that is occupied more than 6 months out of the year or is occupied
by migrant farm workers.

Yes
No
No
No

D
D
D
D

Please complete Questions 3 & 4 and return this form in the envelope provided.
This is a vacation home (stop and return this form in the envelope provided).
This is a vacant home (stop andl return this form in the envelope provided).
This home is a rental prope.rty, and I am the owner {please complete the
information on the back of this form and return in the envelope provided).

□

3. How many people reside at this household, including children and adults?

4. What was the household income in 2016? {see below what is considered household income)

/month

$

OR
$

/year

Income includes:
1. Gross wages, salary, commissions, and bonuses from all jobs of residents 15 or older (prior to
state and federal taxes).
2. Farm or non-farm business, professional practice, or partnership net income
3. Social Security or supplemental security income, public assistance, retirement plans, veteran's
payments, child support, alimony, unemployment benefits, interest income, survivor or disability
pensions, or any other source of income received regularly.

Printed Name

Property Address

Signature

Date
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2a.

(Continued from front page) If property is a rental, please complete the information below:
Property Rental Information

I Renter's Name:

Please return this survey in the enclosed postage-paid envelope.
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BECKWOURTH C OMMUNITY SERVICE AREA
C/0 PLUMAS C OUNTY ENGI NEERIN G DEPARTMENT
555 W EST M AIN STREET • QUINCY, C A 95971 • (530) 283-6268 • FAX (530) 283-6323

Rober/ A. Perreault, Jr., P. E., County Engineer and Manager. BCSA
Rob Thorman, P.E.• Assistant Engineer, BCSA

Beckwourth CSA Sewer District
Questions/Answers
Public Informational Meeting - August 24, 2017
•

What is the Status of the Beckwourth CSA Sewer District?
The BCSA sewer pumping station is about 50 years old. Not surprising, it is now in need of

replacement. The sewer pipe network, as demonstrated during last winter's storms, are in
serious need of replacement. The sewer rates have not been raised in over 30 years and the
current sewer rate structure is neither sustainable for current operations nor for future capital
improvements, such as pump station replacement and sewer line replacement, including
needed engineering designs and construction costs. Financially, the BCSA is broke!
•

What is the solution?

The BCSA Governing Board (same as the Plumas County Supervisors) have concurred with
staff that the best approach is to ( 1) raise the sewer rates a reasonable amount for operations
and to simultaneously work with agencies to (2) apply for project grants to replace the pump
station and repair/replace the sewer pipes, thus avoiding the need for users to pay for major
construction costs.
•

How is the 2-step solution to be implemented?

The 2 steps are interrelated and are proceeding forward at the same time, to accomplish the
following tasks, in the following order:
1. Comp_lete the "Median Household Income Study_i" (Completio of additio a
"Income Surveys".are,necessary in order for the BCS1.Jg__qualify for consideration oJ
future grants.)
2. Then, the agencies can determine if the BCSA is eligible for a grant.
3. Then, the "Engineer's Report can be finalized;"
4. Then, the SupeNisors can establish a new sewer rate;
5. Then, a Proposition 218 Hearing can be scheduled after a 45-day public notice
period;
6. Then, a new rate can become effective (likely, by the end of 2017);
7. As #3-#6 are being completed, applications for grant funding can be prepared.
8. Then, the agencies can evaluate the applications for grant funding.
9. The BCSA will thereafter be financially solvent for the Jong term future.
•

Who will see financial information provided on the median household income survey?

Only RCAC will confidentially compile financial information for the survey. No County official
whatsoever will be able to view any individual or personal financial information.
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•

Will my sewer bill be increasing?

The sewer rates have not been raised in over 30 years and the current rate structure is neither
sustainable for current operations nor for future c,apital improvements, such as sewer line
replacement, pump station maintenance and replacement. Without grant funding, the rates will
need to be raised even higher to pay for pump station and sewer pipe replacements.
•

What is an Engineer's Report and why must ttiis be completed?

An Engineer's Report is required by law to be prepared when it appears necessary to raise
sewer rates.
•

Why Is grant funding being sought for the Beckwourth Sewer District?

Grant funding is being sought for the replacement of the aging sewer pump station that pumps
sewage to the sewer ponds south of Highway 70. This pump station dates back to the early
1970's and has reached the end of its useful life. Without grant funding, the rate payers of
Beckwourth CSA would be required to pay the cost of pump station replacement.
•

Why is a Median Household Income Study required?

Census data may be used to determine median household income, but the census information
does not show information specifically for Beckwourth. Further, the existing census data
combines Beckwourth with Grizzly Ranch Subdivision and south Lake Davis area, which skews
the median household income to be higher. A median household income study is very
beneficial in demonstrating the justification for grants. There is a significant difference between
a grant (which does not require repayment) and a loan (which does require repayment).
•

•

What do disadvantaged community and severely disadvantaged community mean?
Disadvantaged community means that the median household income for an area is less than
80% of state median household income. Severely disadvantaged would be less than 60% of
state median household income. There is a reason to believe that Beckwourth CSA will be
classified as disadvantaged community or even severely disadvantaged community.
Why is a sewer rate study required?

One requirement in applying for grants is that the sewer district must demonstrate that it has
sufficient funding to operate and maintain the grant funded improvements.
•

What happens if the 90% required return rate on the median household income survey
is not achieved?

If 90% of surveys are not returned then the survey will not be valid and efforts to obtain grant
funding will be severely limited. If grant funding is not obtained, the sewer district rate payers
will be required to pay for pump station replacement and sewer pipe replacements.
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Exhibit D
Median Household Income Data
Beckwourth Community Services District
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Exhibit D: Median Household Income (MHI) Data
for Beckwourth Community Services Area
Survey
Ascending
Order

Survey
Number

Primary
Residence

# of
People in
Residence

Annual
Income
Dollars

Survey
Date

1

BEC-15

YES

1

$10,800

9/19/17

2

BEC-60

YES

2

$12,000

8/25/17

3

BEC-67

YES

1

$13,200

9/19/17

4

BEC-49

YES

2

$13,800

9/11/17

5

BEC-74

YES

5

$14,000

9/11/17

6

BEC-10

YES

1

$15,216

5/24/17

7

BEC-44

YES

1

$15,960

8/25/17

8

BEC-05

YES

2

$17,988

9/5/17

9

BEC-01

YES

2

$18,000

5/16/17

10

BEC-06

YES

1

$18,000

6/2/17

11

BEC-25

YES

2

$18,074

5/18/17

12

BEC-40

YES

1

$20,000

7/18/17

13

BEC-14

YES

3

$21,000

6/12/17

14

BEC-53

YES

2

$21,600

6/1/17

15

BEC-68

YES

2

$22,000

9/1/17

16

BEC-33

YES

1

$23,256

5/16/17

17

BEC-76

YES

2

$24,000

7/8/17

18

BEC-69

YES

2

$25,000

6/2/17

19

BEC-09

YES

2

$26,678

5/15/17

20

BEC-46

YES

4

$28,944

5/16/17

21

BEC-35

YES

1

$30,000

7/9/17

22

BEC-73

YES

1

$30,000

6/1/17

23

BEC-03

YES

1

$31,296

9/19/17

24

BEC-22

YES

1

$32,000

7/8/17

25

BEC-13

YES

3

$32,712

5/16/17

26

BEC-34

YES

1

$36,000

7/8/17

27

BEC-59

YES

2

$38,400

5/16/17

28

BEC-21

YES

3

$40,000

8/25/17

29

BEC-51

YES

3

$42,000

8/25/17

30

BEC-52

YES

1

$42,000

6/17/17

31

BEC-28

YES

2

$46,000

7/8/17

32

BEC-64

YES

1

$48,000

5/24/17

33

BEC-31

YES

3

$50,000

7/9/17

34

BEC-55

YES

1

$50,000

9/5/17
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35

BEC-70

YES

7

$65,000

8/25/17

36

BEC-38

YES

5

$66,432

7/7/17

37

BEC-12

YES

3

$72,000

9/26/17

38

BEC-08

YES

2

$85,000

7/8/17

39

BEC-19

YES

2

$100,000

6/5/17

40

BEC-75

YES

2

$102,000

7/8/17

41

BEC-63

YES

2

$116,000

5/30/17

42

BEC-04

YES

4

$130,000

8/25/17

Ascending Order Number 21, Survey Number BEC-35, with a household income of $30,000.
The median household income for Beckwourth CSA is $30,000.

The 42 responses account for a 91.3 percent response rate. The median household income for
Beckwourth Community Service Area is on line 21 (in ascending order), survey number BEC-35
with a median household income of $30,000.
The median household income for Beckwourth Community Service Area is $30,000.
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APPENDIX J
Waste Water Rate Study prepared for
the BCSA by RCAC

Beckwourth County Service
Area
Wastewater Rate Study
October, 2017
State of California State Water Resources Control City Council
Proposition 1 Water Bond
Comprehensive Assistance to Tribal and Small Systems Project
Agreement Number: D1612801
TA Workplan Number: 5204-A

Presented by: Rural Community
Assistance Corporation (RCAC)
Funded by: State Water
Resources Control Board
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WATER BOND 2014

October 12, 2017
Elvira Reyes
State Water Resources Control City Council - Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I St. 16th Floor
PO Box 944212
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Beckwourth CSA, Wastewater Rate Study
Prop 1 Agreement No. D1612801 / TA Work Plan No. 5204-A

Dear Elvira:

Enclosed please find the printed final report of the Beckwourth County Service
Area.
The report will be presented to the Plumas County Board of Supervisors on
November 7th, 2017. RCAC will then assist the County with the Prop 218 process.
If you have any additional questions, feel free to contact me at 916/447-9832, Ext
1032 or John Van den Bergh at 916/917-4284.

Sincerely,

Ari Newman
Ari Newman
RCAC, Assistant Director
Community & Environmental Services

Enclosure: Beckwourth 2017 Wastewater Rate Study
CC:
Rob Thorman, P.E., Associate Engineer, Plumas County Department of Public Works, 55 West
Main Street • Quincy, CA 95971

BECKWOURTH CSA WASTEWATER RATE STUDY OCTOBER, 2017

Page 1

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Beckwourth County Service Area ................................................................................................................. 4
Community....................................................................................................................................... 4
District .............................................................................................................................................. 4
Facilities ........................................................................................................................................... 5
Customers ........................................................................................................................................ 5
Current Processing Capacity ............................................................................................................ 6
Regulatory Compliance .................................................................................................................... 6
Current Revenue and Expenditures ................................................................................................. 6
Line of Credit from Plumas County .................................................................................................. 7
Disclaimer ........................................................................................................................................ 7
Guiding Principles of this Rate Study ............................................................................................................ 7
Sustainability .................................................................................................................................... 7
Fair ................................................................................................................................................... 7
Justifiable ......................................................................................................................................... 7
Purpose of this study ....................................................................................................................... 8
Supervisor’s Decision ....................................................................................................................... 8
Rate Study Process ........................................................................................................................................ 8
Capital Replacement Program .................................................................................................................... 10
Source of the Data ......................................................................................................................... 10
Sources of Funding......................................................................................................................... 10
Description ..................................................................................................................................... 10
Alternative ..................................................................................................................................... 10
Budget ......................................................................................................................................................... 11
Source ............................................................................................................................................ 11
Debt Service ................................................................................................................................... 11
Reserve Funding............................................................................................................................. 11
Alternatives .................................................................................................................................... 12
Investments ................................................................................................................................... 12
Equivalent Dwelling Units (EDU) ................................................................................................................. 12
What is an EDU?............................................................................................................................. 12
Conversion of all customers to EDUs ............................................................................................. 12
BECKWOURTH CSA WASTEWATER RATE STUDY OCTOBER, 2017

Page 2

Sewer Rate Calculation ............................................................................................................................... 13
Number of customers and EDU ..................................................................................................... 13
Expenses and Suggested new Rate ................................................................................................ 14
Rate Recommended....................................................................................................................... 14
Impact on Budget........................................................................................................................... 14
Contribution to Reserves ............................................................................................................... 14
Affordability ................................................................................................................................... 14
Budget Summary............................................................................................................................ 15
Alternative ..................................................................................................................................... 15
Board Action ............................................................................................................................................... 16
Proposition 13 ................................................................................................................................ 16
Proposition 218 .............................................................................................................................. 16
Proposition 218 Compliance .......................................................................................................... 16
Start the process ............................................................................................................................ 16
Hearing ........................................................................................................................................... 17
Implementation .......................................................................................................................................... 17
Annual Review of EDUs by the County .......................................................................................... 17
Proposed Assessment Rules: ......................................................................................................... 17
Reserve Funds ................................................................................................................................ 18
Exhibits ........................................................................................................................................................ 19

BECKWOURTH CSA WASTEWATER RATE STUDY OCTOBER, 2017

Page 3

BECKWOURTH
COUNTY
SERVICE AREA

Community
Beckwourth is an unincorporated community located in Plumas County,
approximately 45 miles east of Quincy and 45 miles northwest of Reno. State
Highway 70 runs east and west along the southern portion of the community and
is the main arterial in Beckwourth.
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The population for the area was 432 at the 2010 census, up from 342 at the 2000
census. State facilities in the town include a Caltrans Maintenance Station and
the Northern Water Office-Beckwourth of the California Department of Water
Resources.
The median income for a household as surveyed by RCAC in September 2017 is
$30,000.
This region experiences warm (but not hot) and dry summers, with no average
monthly temperatures above 84 °F.
District
The Beckwourth County Service Area (BCSA) was formed on December 29,
1967, by Plumas County Resolution No. 1790, adopted by the Plumas County
Board of Supervisors. At that time, the Beckwourth community was served by
deteriorating individual septic systems and leaching fields, wherein effluent
surfaced in some areas and was running down ditches. In addition,
contamination from the leach fields had been observed in a few wells.
The BCSA was given the power by LAFCo to establish a sanitary sewer
collection system, treatment plant and domestic water supply system. To date,
however, the BCSA has not initiated water services since all potential customers
in the area are currently on private wells.
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Plumas County submitted a Report of Waste Discharge on February 18, 1971, to
the Regional Water Quality Control Board. On July 29, 1971, Plumas County
received an official copy of Waste Discharge Requirements for the BCSA and
was adopted by Order No. 72-7. Subsequent Waste Discharge Requirements for
the BCSA were adopted by Order No. 85-336 on December 6, 1985, and Order
No. 96-135 on May 3, 1996.

The District is managed by the County Engineering Department. The County
Engineer acts as the District’s General Manager. The day-to-day operations of
the District are managed by three part time Engineering Department employees
and one part time operator employee.
Facilities
The sewer system includes four (4) oxidation ponds that were built in 1973 and
1974. The BCSA operates primarily out of two ponds and uses the other two
ponds as backup. Each pond has the capacity to hold 1 acre-foot of effluent.
The BCSA operates and maintains one lift station and a gravity sewer collection
system of 11,000 linear feet of six inch (6”) and 400 linear feet of eight inch (8”)
asbestos cement pipe with appurtenances, one lift station pumping into 2,650
linear feet of six inch (6”) pressurized asbestos cement pipe all dating from
1969. In 1980, additional gravity sewer of 1,800 linear feet of six inch (6”)
asbestos cement pipe was added to the eastern part of Beckwourth. In 1999,
3,150 linear feet of three inch (3”) and 2,300 linear feet of two inch (2”)
pressurized PVC pipe was added from the “Industrial Way” area of Beckwourth.
In 2012, 6,000 linear feet of four inch (4”) PVC pipe was constructed from the
Nervino Airport area of Beckwourth. In 2016, 500 linear feet of one and one half
inch (1.5”) polyethylene pipe was constructed from Care Flight base on Nervino
Airport to the pressure main along North Industrial Way.
Customers
The BCSA provides sewer services to properties within its sphere of influence
that includes approximately 100 people, including 52 residential connections and
8 commercial connections. The commercial connections include one restaurant
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(currently closed), a trailer park, a public works maintenance yard, a Division of
Water Resources office, a Caltrans yard and office, a construction yard, a
propane tank business, a small private school, and some private business offices.
There are six industrial connections located within the service area, including the
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Fire Center, and Care Flight crew quarters.
Current Processing Capacity
BCSA is limited by a discharge agreement with the State, to a 30-day average,
daily dry weather discharge flow, which shall not exceed 20,000 gallons. The
current capacity is more than sufficient to service the minimal growth expected.
No expansion of the plant is needed.
Regulatory Compliance
On 10/26/16, the BCSA was issues an order by the Central Valley Regional
Water Quality Control Board to develop a work plan to:





Pump out of Lift Station tank and cleaning/safety evaluation of lift station
interior
Pump out of effluent tank, restoration of tank lid & riser; including sampling
port
Berm mowing and removal of woody vegetation form berms/ponds
Purchase of a debris screen for lift station

A work plan was submitted on 12/21/2016.
Current Revenue and Expenditures
The BCSA has been under financial stress for the past several years. Current
sewer fees have not been updated since 1983. Costs of operating the BCSA have
increased substantially since 1983.
BCSA current rates for wastewater service are as follows:






$12.75 per quarter for private residences
$33 per quarter for bars, restaurants and lodge halls
$18 per quarter for grocery stores, gas stations and garages
$3 per quarter per room at a hotel or per trailer space in a trailer park
$33 per quarter for public agencies

Currently there are 52 residential, 8 commercial/public, 6 stores/garage, and 31
trailer park spaces billed at the rates above. This generates quarterly revenues of
$1,128, or $4,512 per year. In addition a connection fee is also charged for new
service. These fees are not enough to meet the increasing expenses to maintain
the sewer system.
Over the last ten fiscal years, the annual expenses have been higher than the
revenue by an average of $9,705. More recently over the past 5 years, the yearly
expenses have been greater than the revenue by an average of $13,618. The trend
clearly shows that over the past ten years, the Beckwourth CSA’s expenditures
have consistently been more than the revenue and have consequently reduced the
cash balance down to essentially zero in fiscal year 2015-16.
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Line of Credit from Plumas County
Consequently, the Beckwourth CSA was forced to ask for a loan of $15,000
from the County general fund on March 7, 2016. A condition of the loan is that
repayment is required no later than June 30, 2019.
For this rate study, we will assume that the $15,000 loan will be paid in two
installments of $7,500.
In the summer of 2017, the system was lent an additional $26,000, which needs
to be repaid in three installments of $8,667.00, starting in 2019.
Disclaimer
The recommendations contained in this rate study are based on financial
information provided to RCAC by Plumas County. Although every effort was
made to assure the reliability of this information, no warranty is expressed or
implied as to the correctness, accuracy or completeness of the information
contained herein.
Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this
material are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily
represent the official views of the SWRCB.
For accounting advice, a CPA should be consulted. For legal advice, the County
should seek the advice of an attorney.

GUIDING

PRINCIPLES OF
THIS RATE
STUDY

Sustainability
Rates should cover the costs to the system to allow it to provide services now,
and in the foreseeable future. Reliance on state or federal funds should be
avoided as much as possible as future funding is uncertain and will become less
and less likely. Operational expenses can never be funded through grants.
It is assumed in this rate study that the BCSA wishes to be financially selfsufficient.
Fair
Rates should be fair to all rate payers. No single rate payer or group of rate
payers should be singled out for different rates. Therefore, the proposed rates as
based on EDUs (Equivalent Dwelling Units). EPA has tables that convert nonresidential uses to Dwelling Units. The EPA sewer EDU table is attached as
Exhibit 3.
The District should not charge more for wastewater than the cost to provide the
service. However, the costs should include: operations, repairs, interest, loan
principal, fines, replacement costs, and all other costs related to the collection,
treatment and disposal of wastewater, now and in the foreseeable future.
Unreasonably low rates for current customers will require unreasonably high
rates for future customers, which should be avoided.
Justifiable
Water rates must be based on actual needs of the BCSA. Revenue generated
from wastewater rates can’t be used for anything else but to pay for the costs of
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collecting, treating and disposal of wastewater within its service area, plus any
administrative costs.
Purpose of this study
The purposes of this study are:





Ensure the financial strength of the BCSA well into the future
Maintain financial self-sufficiency
Expose the need to set reserves aside for future replacement of failing
components
Identify any other financial weaknesses of the BCSA

Supervisor’s Decision
While this document recommends certain rates, the ultimate decision rests with
the BCSA Governing Board. However, the Board has a fiduciary responsibility
to set the rates at such a level that the BCSA will be able to continue to operate
in the future, including providing funds to replace all parts of the system as they
wear out.

RATE STUDY
PROCESS

1

The figure1 on the next page explains the process of setting wastewater rates.
We begin with the list of all capitalized assets, the current budget and the
current list of customers, as provided by Plumas County.

In this report all yellow cells contain data obtained outside the model. All blue cells are calculated.
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Current

Calculations

New

Assets

Budget

l

l

Bl

Customers

l

-·

Monthly Rate
per EDU

Forecasted Budgets (5 years)

Revenue Forecast
I

From the list of assets the required, reserves are calculated (Section 4 of this
report) and fed into a 5-year Budget Projection (Section 5).
The Budget is adjusted for 2% inflation. The Budget also includes loan
payments, capital reserves and emergency reserves.
All customers are converted to EDUs as per EPA tables (Exhibit 4).
The expenses, including the reserve requirements, are then allocated among the
total of the EDUs. If the resulting rates don’t balance the 5-year forecasted
budget, an appropriate rate is discussed and entered into the model. The model
then calculates the shortfall in the budget and resulting shortfall in the ability to
replace the failing components of the wastewater system.
To lessen the impact on BCSA customers, the higher rates could be billed
monthly instead of quarterly.
The proposed rates in this study are MONTHLY rates. Should the County wish
to bill quarterly, multiply the proposed rates by three.
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CAPITAL

REPLACEMENT
PROGRAM

Source of the Data
The data in the Capital Replacement Program (CRP) comes from the data
supplied by the County, the engineer, and AWWA standards. It is shown in
Exhibit 1.
The list of the components, their installation date and their original costs were
all supplied by the County.
The Normal Estimated Life is based on AWWA standards and adjusted for the
actual conditions of the component.
The Estimated Remaining Life is based on the best judgement of the operator,
the engineer and RCAC, after a visual inspection of the condition of the
component.
Only assets that will need to be replaced in the future are included in the
calculation. Assets that will not be replaced, are ignored for these rate
calculations.
Sources of Funding
Funding of the replacement of components can only come from cash saved by
the BCSA, a grant or a loan.
While the possibility of receiving substantial grants to replace certain
components of the system is good at this time, these possibilities will diminish
over time as government funding capabilities will diminish.
The current Median Household Income (MHI) of $30,000 makes Beckwourth a
“Severely Disadvantaged Community”, which qualifies it for 100% grant
funding of many construction or replacement projects. However, this window
of grant opportunity is closing and cannot be counted on for all future
replacement projects.
Operating expenses can never be financed with grants.
This study assumes that small items, costing less than $5,000, will be funded
with cash and larger replacement projects will be funded with 3% cash and 97%
grant. The study assumes also, that no additional loans (other than the county
loan) will be needed.
Description
The CRP provides us with a detail of the reserves needed to replace the capital
assets: which asset must be replaced, and when and how much will need to be
set aside each year to fund that replacement.
The total line of the CRP table (Exhibit 1, $18,963) is the amount the BCSA
must put aside each year to be able to fund the replacement of equipment of the
wastewater system.
Alternative
If the Board decides not to fund the annual capital reserve requirement of
$18,863, the BCSA will have to come up with these amounts from other
sources, or from steeper rate increases in future years. The BCSA can’t count
on the future generosity of the state or other government sources to provide any
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substantial grants, yet for this rate study, it is assumed that large replacement
projects will be funded with 97% grant and only 3% with internal cash.
It will require a substantial effort of the staff to obtain these grants. The amount
of grants obtained for future projects has a large impact on the rates. Therefore
this study recommends a new rate study whenever a major construction project
is started, or within 5 years, whichever is sooner.

BUDGET

Source
All expenses shown in Exhibit 2 (5-Year Budget sheet) are based on the
BCSA’s 2017 Budget.
The reserve amounts for the Capital Replacement Program amount comes from
the Reserves sheet (Exhibit 1).
The County performs certain administrative functions for the BCSA. In
consultation with the engineering staff, it was decided to charge BCSA $5,000
per year for this overhead.
The Cash Revenue shown is a calculated number based on:





The new rates selected
Current debt service
An annual inflation factor of 2%
Funding of Reserves

Debt Service
There are two loans that should be included in the rate calculation2:
Description
County loan
(New Loan from
County

Annual
Payment
$7,500

Maturity
2019

$8,667

2020

Original amount: $15,000
Original amount: $26,000

Should the County be willing to extend the loan payments over a 5 year term,
monthly sewer rates for Beckwourth could be reduced by $2 per month.
Reserve Funding
There are four types of reserves the District must consider:
1. Debt Reserve: This reserve is mandated by outside lenders. BCSA has no
outside debt, hence no debt reserves.
2. Operating Reserve: Operating reserves are established to provide the
District with the ability to withstand short term cash-flow fluctuations. A
45-day operating reserve is a frequently used industry norm. However,
since all BCSA expenses are paid through the County’s general bank
account, BCSA need not keep an Operating Reserve.

2

All yellow fields contain data provided by the BCSA and entered into the Excel model. Blue fields contain
calculate numbers.
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3. Emergency Reserve: Emergency reserves are intended to help utilities deal
with short-term emergencies, such as main breaks or pump failures. An
emergency is to fund the immediate replacement or reconstruction of the
system’s single most critical asset. We estimate that $10,000 would be
sufficient for emergency reserves for the waste system. The BCSA has no
Emergency Reserves. Hence, we added $2,000 per year to the budget of the
next 5 years, to build up BCSA’s Emergency Reserve.
4. Capital Replacement Reserve: This reserve is strictly to be used to fund the
District portion of any replacement of capital assets that are worn out. The
annual reserve requirement of the Capital Replacement Program was
calculated in the previous section of this report. (Exhibit 1)
Alternatives
If the board does not fully fund its budget by setting appropriate sewer rates, it
does not mean that the District can’t pay its bills. It simply means that the
District is not providing for future replacement of the capital assets and will not
be able to guarantee the continuing operation of the wastewater system.
The board has a fiduciary responsibility to set rates to a level where the District
can continue to operate and provide sewer services for the foreseeable future.
Investments
With the proposed rates, cash will accumulate in the BCSA operating account at
the county. Periodically, any excess funds should be transferred to the reserve
accounts.
Funds in the Emergency Reserve account must be kept liquid, in case the funds
are needed in an emergency.
Funds in the Capital Reserve account can be invested for a longer period of
time, according to the replacement schedule in Exhibit 1.
The County should establish policies to transfer these excess funds to the
appropriate reserve accounts for BCSA. These reserves should not be used for
any other purposes than for the BCSA.

EQUIVALENT
DWELLING
UNITS (EDU)

What is an EDU?
Rates must be fair. Therefore, people should only pay for what they use. Large
producers of sewage should pay more than people who don’t produce much
sewage.
The EPA has created tables that convert all types of users to a common
standard; one residential unit (EDU). The EPA table is attached as Exhibit 3.
Conversion of all customers to EDUs
BCSA staff has converted all customers to EDUs, according to EPA tables, as
shown in Exhibit 4.
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SEWER RATE
CALCULATION
Number of EDUs
Current Rate per EDU, per month

92
$4.25

Year
Expenses

2017
$69,380

2018
$69,925

2019
$57,577

2020
$44,544

2021
$45,122

Rate Necessary to Balance the Budget

$55.22

$55.63

$44.31

$32.38

$32.75

Rate Increase Needed to Balance

1202%

0.73%

-20.33%

-26.93%

1.13%

$44.50
949.5%
$57,516

$44.50
0.0%
$57,615

$44.50
0.0%
$57,782

$44.50
0.0%
$57,953

$44.50
0.0%
$58,127

($11,863) ($12,310)
No
No

$205
Yes

$13,409
Yes

$13,005
Yes

$15,765
$15,559
Yes

$24,035
$10,626
Yes

$23,631
$10,626
Yes

Rate Recommended (per EDU)
Percentage Increase
Income Generated by Selected Rates
Net Loss or Gain
Balanced Budget?
Contributions to Reserves
Target Contribution to Reserves
Meet Target Contribution?

$9,100
$20,963
No

Positive Cashflow?

$8,653
$20,963
No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

1.78%
Yes

1.78%
Yes

1.78%
Yes

1.78%
Yes

1.78%
Yes

Affordability
Median Household Income
Affordability
Affordable? (Between 1.5% and 4%)

30,000

Number of customers and EDU
There are 75 parcels connected to the sewer system. However, some have
commercial operations, which bring the total EDUs to 92 (See Exhibit 4.)
The only parcels not billed are tax exempt parcels, as determined by the County
(Southern Pacific Co. and County-owned property.)
There is no “standby” or “availability” fee. Parcels without a connection (or a
capped connection) are not billed.
The total number of connections and EDUs is not expected to change over the
next five years.
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However, the EDUs should be reviewed every year to make sure all parcels are
billed the correct EDUs. (See Exhibit 3)
Expenses and Suggested new Rate
The Budget in Exhibit 2 calculated the Total Expenses for the next five years.
Dividing the expenses among the 92 EDUs gives us a rate per EDU (red
numbers in the table above).
Rate Recommended
RCAC, in consultation with the Plumas County Engineering staff recommends
a one-time rate increase to $44.50 per month.
Rates between $36.40 and $44.50 do not fully fund capital reserves.
Rates below $36.40 cause cash flow problems and should be avoided.
Impact on Budget
The new rate will not balance the budget in the next two years.
Causes of the deficit:



Loan payments to the County
Substantial need to build up reserves during these first two years to pay for
BCSA’s share of the replacements of some pipe, pump station and
manholes in the next 2-3 years.

In years 3 through 5, the budget will balance and the deficits run in the first two
years are made up.
The proposed rates will generate positive cash flow from the first year on.
Contribution to Reserves
Contribution to Reserves is the amount available for reserves, after all expenses
have been paid. It is $9,300 in the first year and climbs to $23,600 in the fifth
year. This is sufficient to pay the estimated BCSA’s share of all replacement
expenses.
The proposed budget includes the calculated reserves (Exhibit I). Be aware that
we have assumed that we will fund capital replacement with 3% cash and 97%
grant, but no loans. If the actual funding does not follow this pattern, the
budget may not balance.
This puts pressure on staff to obtain the grants necessary to balance the budget.
Affordability
The proposed rate generates an affordability index of 1.7%. This means that
1.7% of the Median Household Income (MHI) is spent on waste water services.
To be eligible for state grants and loans, the minimum rate should be 1.5% of
MHI.
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Budget Summary

5 Year Budget Summary
70,000
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Expenses (orange bar) grow at the rate of inflation, after the county
loans are paid off
Revenue (green bar) remains flat
Contributions to Reserves (blue bar) climb slightly
Charges to Reserves (red bar) are the replacement costs of certain assets,
according to the CRP
The Reserve Balance3 (yellow bar) is the total amount of all reserves

The red bars indicate the withdrawals from your reserves. These
withdrawals are a good indication of the maturities of the CDs you may want
to invest in.
The proposed rates provide for a stable financial future.
A new rate study should be done in five years.
Alternative
Should the BCSA not raise the rates as recommended, or the community
would vote against the proposal as is provided in the Prop 218 procedures,
the BCSA will be severely impacted:






3

The County may not be willing to lend any additional funds
The BCSA may not be able to provide sewer services, and be unable to
maintain the system
BCSA may be fined
Eventually the take-over of the sewer operation by the state and
Sale of the system to a private entity and the loss of local control over
the system and rates.

Total Reserves (Capital Replacement Reserves, Emergency Reserves, Debt Reserves, etc.)
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BOARD ACTION

Proposition 13
Proposition 13 was passed by nearly two-thirds of California’s voters,
reducing property taxes by about 57%. Property tax value was rolled back
and frozen at the 1976 assessed value level, with property tax increase
limited to 2% increase per year unless sold. Proposition 13 also capped, with
limited exceptions, ad valorem property tax rates at one percent of full cash
value at time of acquisition. To increase state revenue, approval of twothirds vote of each house of the legislature. Local “Special” taxes require
approval of two-thirds of the voters.
Proposition 218
Proposition 218 was passed in 1996, the “Right to Vote on Taxes Act”. It
limits the methods by which local governments can create or increase taxes,
fees and charges without taxpayer consent. It requires voter approval of
almost all local taxes, including assessments, and certain user fees, including
wastewater rates. It requires notification of affected property owners, a
formal protest hearing, and in most cases a vote by property owners.
Proposition 218 Compliance
Proposition 218 and California Constitution Provisions Article XIII D
section 6 requires the agency shall provide written notice to the record owner
of each identified parcel upon which the fee or charge is proposed:





The amount of the fee or charge proposed to be imposed upon each
The basis upon which the amount of the proposed fee or charge was
calculated
The reason for the fee or charge
Together with the date, time and location of the public hearing on the
proposed fee or charge.

The agency shall conduct a public hearing on the proposed fee or charge not
less than 45 days after mailing the notice of the proposed fee or charge to the
record owners of each identified parcel upon which the fee or charge is
proposed for imposition.
At the public hearing, the agency must hear and consider all public
comments regarding the fees, but only written protests submitted prior to the
close of the public hearing shall be considered when determining whether a
majority protest against the imposition of the fees exists.
Upon the conclusion of the public hearing, if written protests against fee
increase are not presented by a majority of property owners, the legislative
body may proceed with imposing the fee increase. Only one written protest
per parcel is allowed, filed by an owner or a tenant of the parcel.
Start the process
The County must follow Proposition 218 (Exhibit 6) in implementing the
wastewater rates. The Board must have a hearing and pass a resolution that
includes:
1. The selected rates
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2. Approve of the wording of the Prop 218 Notice (Sample in English and
Spanish as shown in Exhibit 8 and emailed to the County for editing.)
3. Set a date for the Notices to be mailed to all the property owners and
renters within the District. (No need to send them registered mail. Send
the Notices to all “property owners of record”. Your County Tax
Collector or Assessor can provide you with a list of addresses and
address labels. Note that “property owners”, include vacant parcels and
parcels not hooked to the sewers.)
4. Set a due date for the protest votes to be received, at least 45 days after
the Notices are mailed.
5. At the second meeting, the board must plan to take testimony. You may
want to set multiple hearing dates or “educational meetings4” to explain
the rate increases to the public.
6. Set an effective date for the proposed rates and fees.
Hearing
At the due date of the protest votes, tally the protest votes. If more than half
of the parcel owners protest (one vote per parcel); then the Board cannot
adopt the rates proposed in step 1, but must



keep the rates unchanged,
or repeat the process starting with step 1.

If multiple renters or owners send in a protest vote, only ONE is counted per
parcel.
If less than half of the property owners protest, the board can adopt the rates
and fees. At that time in the process, the board can only accept or reject the
proposed rates and fees—they cannot change5 them (unless steps 1-6 are
repeated.)

IMPLEMENTATION

Annual Review of EDUs by the County
Once each year, all the parcels should be visited to make sure that the correct
EDUs are charged. For example:




Is there a change in the number of hookups at the mobile home park?
Are there any new or closed business in town?
Have businesses expanded or laid off people?

Proposed Assessment Rules:
1. When a parcel is capped, it is considered vacant. When it is not capped
it will be charged for sewer until the property owner notifies the County,
in writing, that the sewer lines has been capped.

4

“Hearings” imply the presence of the Board and require an agenda and the appropriate notices. “Education
Meetings” can be presented by staff, without the presence of Board members or an agenda.
5
Neither raise nor lower them.
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2. Railway lines are not charged. Any office building of the railway
hooked up to the sewer system will be charged as an office (Rate Code
#47) See Exhibit 3 for all Rate Codes.
3. Some properties have multiple uses. Examples:
a. House + mobile home (#1 + #4)
b. An office building with mobile homes and a trailer park and
laundromat (#47 + #4 + #49 + #38)
c. A church with a dancehall (#18 + #20)
d. A community hall and a RV dump station (#8 + #49)
The EDU for each use will be calculated and added together to arrive a total
EDUs for the parcel
4. Seats of restaurants and meeting halls will be counted by the number of
seats as posted by the fire Marshall
5.

A sewer connection to a garage or outhouse will not be counted, unless
they are considered a living unit. A “living unit” consists of a (1)
bathroom, (2) cooking facilities and a (3) sleeping area.

6. A sewer connection to an outside laundry room is not counted.
7. A trailer or motorhome NOT hooked up to the sewer is not counted.
8. Abandoned buildings, mobile homes, motor homes, still hooked up to
the system are counted6.
9. Trailer spaces with hookups will be counted as #49. Trailer spaces in a
trailer park without hookups will be counted as #48.
Reserve Funds
Under the new rates you will be collecting more than your operating
expenses. By design, funds will accumulate in the BCSA account at the
County. When the funds in the account are not needed for normal
operations, the County should transfer some of them to the appropriate
reserve account, and invest the funds.
The County should have an investment policy and BCSA funds should be
protected by this policy.

6

Owner of abandoned buildings should consider capping their sewer connection, and inform the County Public
Works Department of their capping.

BECKWOURTH CSA WASTEWATER RATE STUDY OCTOBER, 2017

Page 18

EXHIBITS

Exhibit 1. Capital Improvement Program
Exhibit 2. Five Year Forecasted Budget
Exhibit 3. EPA Waste Water EDU Table
Exhibit 4. Assignment of EDUs to APNs
Exhibit 5. Prop 218 Text

BECKWOURTH CSA WASTEWATER RATE STUDY OCTOBER, 2017

Page 19

Pump Station
Ponds
Distribution Vault

Manholes

11000
400
2650
1800
3150
2300
6000
500

1
4
1

26

-

Subtotal Existing Capital Replacement Program

Component
Existing Capital Replacement Program
6" Asbestos Cement Pipe
8" Asbestos Cement Pipe
6" Pressurized Asbestos Cement Pipe
6" Asbstos Cement Pipe
3" Pressurized PVC Pipe
2" Pressurized PVC Pipe
4" PVC Pipe
1.5" Polyethelene Pipe

Qty

Capital Reserve Calculation
System Name: Beckwourth County Service Area

37.92
45.50
41.71
47.35
48.66
41.71
72.31
49.00

25,000
75,000
5,000
5,000

1971
1971
1971
1969

Estimated
Original Unit
Cost

1969
1969
1969
1980
1999
1999
2012
2016

Year
Acquired

$1,798,664

$417,104
$18,201
$110,533
$85,239
$153,277
$95,929
$433,882
$24,500
$0
$0
$25,000
$300,000
$5,000
$0
$130,000
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

Estimated
Installed Cost

30

30
100
50

60
60
50
60
35
35
40
40

Normal
Estimated
Life

48

46
46
46

48
48
48
37
18
18
5
1

Current
Age

-18

-16
54
4

12
12
2
23
17
17
35
39

Planned
Remaining
Life

3

3
60
3

12
12
2
23
17
17
35
39

Estimated
Remaining
Life

$425,294

$77,846
$934,155
$15,569

$1,364,551
$59,544
$361,606
$212,530
$239,060
$149,616
$490,898
$25,113

Estimated
Current Cost

$451,325

$82,611
$3,064,992
$16,522

$1,730,581
$75,516
$376,215
$335,138
$334,742
$209,499
$981,741
$54,362

97%

3%

97%

97%
97%
97%

3%
3%
3%

3%

97%
97%
97%
97%
97%
97%
97%
97%

3%
3%
3%
3%
3%
3%
3%
3%

Future
Replacement Fund with Fund with
Cash
Grant
Cost

0%

0%

0%
0%
0%

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%

Fund
with
Loan

Exhibit 1
10/09/17

18,963

$4,491

$822
$1,318
$164

$4,209
$184
$5,629
$414
$567
$355
$772
$38

Annual Reserve
Required

0 $

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Existing
Reserves

Date:

Exhibit 1
~

Exhibit
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Exhibit 2

Budget

Beckwourth County Service Area

EXPENSES AND SOURCES OF FUNDS
OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE EXPENSES
Services & Supplies
Operator Contract

Inflation Factor (%):
Loan Interest Rate (%)
2018

2020

2021

2022

27,250.00

11,475.00
16,320.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
27,795.00

11,704.50
16,646.40
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
28,350.90

11,938.59
16,979.33
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
28,917.92

12,177.36
17,318.91
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
29,496.28

Debt Reserve (flat)
Operating Reserve (flat)
Emergency Reserve (flat)
Existing Capital Replacement Program
New Project Replacement Program
Future Capital Improvement Program
Annual Debt Payment

0.00
0.00
2,000.00
18,962.85
0.00
0.00
16,166.67

0.00
0.00
2,000.00
18,962.85
0.00
0.00
16,166.67

0.00
0.00
2,000.00
13,559.43
0.00
0.00
8,666.67

0.00
0.00
2,000.00
8,626.13
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
2,000.00
8,626.13
0.00
0.00
0.00

Overhead Allocation
Total General and Administrative Expenses:

5,000.00
42,129.52

5,000.00
42,129.52

5,000.00
29,226.10

5,000.00
15,626.13

5,000.00
15,626.13

69,379.52

69,924.52

57,577.00

44,544.05

45,122.41

49,236.40

49,236.40

49,236.40

49,236.40

49,236.40

0.00
8,214.00
66.00

8,378.28
0.00

8,545.85
0.00

8,716.76
0.00

8,891.10
0.00

57,516.40

57,614.68

57,782.25

57,953.16

58,127.50

-11,863.12
9,099.74

-12,309.84
8,653.02

205.25
15,764.68

13,409.12
24,035.25

13,005.09
23,631.22

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenses:

11,250.00
16,000.00

2019

2.00
2.50

GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES
SOURCE OF FUNDS / REVENUES RECEIVED
Sewer Revenue
New Connections
Property Taxes
Federal and State Aid
TOTAL REVENUE (Lines 29 through 37):
NET LOSS OR GAIN:
NET CASH FLOW (Contribution to Reserves)

Exhibit 3
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU) Tables for
Sewer Service Provided by EPA
Description of Sewer Customer
Rate#
Single Family Dwelling
1
Apartments
2
Condominiums
3
Mobile Homes (free standing)
4
Mobile Home Parks
5
Rental Cottages
6
Efficiency Rental
7
Assembly Halls
8
Boat Dock indiv. owned w/o dwelling
10
Boat Dock indiv. owned w/dwelling
11
Bowling Alleys (no food serv.)
12
Car Wash automatic
14
Car Wash manual
15
Church with no kitchen
17
Church with kitchen
18
Country Clubs
19
Dance Halls
20
Dormitories/Barracks
21
Drive-In Theatres
22
Factory without showers
24
Factory with showers
25
Food Service restaurant (not 24 hours)
27
Food Service restaurant (24 hour serv.)
28
Food Service banquet rooms
29
Food Service tavern
30
Food Servicedrive-in service
31
Food Service restaurant along freeway
32
Gas (fuel) Station
35
Hospitals
36
Institutions
37
Laundries (coin operated)
38
Marina with pump out connected to sewers
40
Marina with restrooms & showers only
41
Motels/Sleeping Cabin
42
Nursing & Rest Homes
44
Office Buildings
47
R.V. Parks & Camps (primitive)
48
R.V. Park & Camps (full service)
49
Recreation Parks
50
Retail Store
51
School elementary
53
School junior & high
54
Shopping Center
55
Swimming pool without showers
57
Swimming pool with showers
58
Youth and Recreation Camps
59

Unit
per dwelling
per apartment
per unit
per unit
per home space/lot
minimum per cottage
per unit
per seat
per dock space
per dock space/parcel-lot
per lane
per automatic bay
per manual bay
per seat
per seat
per person
per person
per bed
per car space
per employee
per employee
per seat
per seat
per seat
per seat
per space
per seat
per pump
per bed
per person
per machine
per dock, rack & storage space
per dock, rack & storage space
per unit
per patient
per employee
per space
per space
per park capacity
per employee
per pupil
per pupil
per 100 s.f., no food/laundry
per swimmer (capacity)
per swimmer capacity)
per person (capacity)

EDU
1.000
1.000
1.000
1.000
1.000
0.250
0.625
0.005
0.100
1.000
0.188
1.500
1.000
0.011
0.017
0.125
0.005
0.063
0.013
0.063
0.088
0.088
0.125
0.013
0.088
0.125
0.250
1.250
0.750
0.250
0.350
0.100
0.050
0.250
0.250
0.050
0.125
0.313
0.010
0.050
0.038
0.050
0.050
0.010
0.018
0.125

Min 1
EDU?
No
No
No
No
No
No
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

4

APN Number
140-011-001
140-012-001
140-012-004
140-013-001
140-021-002
140-021-003
140-021-004
140-022-001
140-022-002
140-022-003
140-022-005
140-023-001
140-023-004
140-023-005
140-023-006
140-023-007
140-024-002
140-025-001
140-025-002
140-025-005
140-025-006
140-026-001
140-026-003
140-026-004
140-026-005
140-027-001
140-027-007
140-027-008
140-031-005
140-031-006

EDU Allocation

Exhibit

Assessee
472 Greeley Street
326 Greeley
326 myrtle Street
365 Beckwourth- Genesee Road
275 Greeley Street
249 Greeley Street
239 Greeley Street
274 North Street
275 North Street
278 North Street
301 Beckwourth Street
333 Myrtle Street
264 North Street
270 North Street
325 myrtle Street
301 Indian Street
252 North Street
255 North Street
239 North Street
186 Main Street
180 Main Street
240 Beckwourth Street
190 Main Street
192 Main Street
198 Main Street
279 North Street
208 Main Street
212 Main Street
220 Main Street
218 Main Street

Billing Category
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Institutions
Office Buildings
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Office Buildings
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling

Unit used in Billing
Category
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per person
per employee
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per employee
per dwelling
per dwelling

#
units
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
6
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Cat
# EDU
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
37 0.250
47 0.050
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
1 1.000
47 0.050
1 1.000
1 1.000

Min 1
EDU? EDUs
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
Yes
1.00
Yes
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00
Yes
1.00
No
1.00
No
1.00

Exhibit 4

140-031-008
140-031-009
140-032-001
140-033-001
140-033-009
140-033-009
140-033-009
140-033-013
140-033-014
140-040-003
140-041-005
140-041-009
140-041-009
140-041-012
140-041-020
140-041-021
140-041-023
140-041-028
140-042-001
140-042-001
140-042-002
140-042-005
140-042-009
140-042-010
140-050-001
140-050-006
140-050-011
140-050-013
140-050-024
140-050-025
140-050-026
140-050-032
140-050-033
140-050-034

219 Greeley Street
214 Main Street
223 Main Street
170 New Street
202 Main Street
203 Main Street
204 Main Street
209 Main Street
80921 State Route 70
224 Main Street
169 Beckwourth- Genesee Road
91 Beckwourth- Genesee Road
81822 State Route 70
197 Main Street
81247 State Route 70
199 Main Street
191 Main Street
147 Beckwourth- Genesee Road
80870 State Route 70
80922 State Route 70
80898 State Route 70
81010 State Route 70
81076 State Route 70
81060 State Route 70
148 Main Street
20 Main Street
81027 State Route 70
81170 State Route 70
106 Main Street
80 Main Street
50 Main Street
166 Somers Isle Lane
136 Somers Isle Lane
117 Main Street

Single Family Dwelling
Assembly Halls
#N/A
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
#N/A
Office Buildings
Single Family Dwelling
R.V. Park & Camps (full service)
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Office Buildings
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Institutions
Single Family Dwelling
Institutions
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling

per dwelling
per seat
#N/A
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
#N/A
per employee
per dwelling
per space
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per employee
per dwelling
per dwelling
per person
per dwelling
per person
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
per dwelling
6
1
31
1
1
1
1
1
1
8
1
1
3
1
12
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
60

1 1.000 No
8 0.005 Yes
MU #N/A #N/A
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
MU #N/A #N/A
47 0.050 Yes
1 1.000 No
49 0.313 Yes
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
47 0.050 Yes
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
37 0.250 Yes
1 1.000 No
37 0.250 Yes
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No
1 1.000 No

1.00
1.00
2.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
3.00
1.00
1.00
9.70
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
3.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00

~

~

~

20 Main Street
80804 State Route 70
81202 State Route 70
81024 State Route 70
81590 State Route 70
305 Industrial Way
90 Industrial Way
81202 State Route 70
81296 State Route 70
82241 State Route 70
548 Industrial Way

140-060-016
140-060-016

140-060-045
140-060-045

140-032-001
140-032-001

140-041-009
140-041-009

81590 State Route 70
81590 State Route 70

81296 State Route 70
81296 State Route 70

223 Main Street
223 Main Street

91 Beckwourth- Genesee Road
91 Beckwourth- Genesee Road

Multiple Units (MU)

140-050-035
140-060-001
140-060-004
140-060-006
140-060-016
140-060-035
140-060-040
140-060-044
140-060-045
140-080-014
140-080-017

Single Family Dwelling
Retail Store

Single Family Dwelling
Office Buildings

Single Family Dwelling
Office Buildings

Single Family Dwelling
Church with no kitchen

Single Family Dwelling
Single Family Dwelling
Office Buildings
Single Family Dwelling
#N/A
Office Buildings
Office Buildings
Single Family Dwelling
#N/A
Office Buildings
Institutions

per dwelling
per employee

per dwelling
per employee

per dwelling
per employee

per dwelling
per seat

per dwelling
per dwelling
per employee
per dwelling
#N/A
per employee
per employee
per dwelling
#N/A
per employee
per person

1 1
1 51

1 1
1 47

1 1
2 47

1.000 No
0.050 Yes

1.000 No
0.050 Yes

1.000 No
0.050 Yes

1.000 No
0.011 Yes

1.00
1.00

1.00
1.00

1.00
1.00

2.00
1.00

92.20

Total

2 1
50 17

1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
2.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
2.00
1.00
2.50

1 1 1.000 No
1 1 1.000 No
1 47 0.050 Yes
1 1 1.000 No
MU #N/A #N/A
5 47 0.050 Yes
4 47 0.050 Yes
1 1 1.000 No
MU #N/A #N/A
3 47 0.050 Yes
10 37 0.250 Yes
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Proposition 218 Certification
CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 13C (VOTER APPROVAL FOR LOCAL TAX LEVIES)
SECTION 1. Definitions. As used in this article:
(a) "General tax" means any tax imposed for general governmental purposes.
(b) "Local government" means any county, city, city and county, including
a charter city or county, any special district, or any other local or
regional governmental entity.
(c) "Special district" means an agency of the State, formed pursuant to
general law or a special act, for the local performance of governmental or
proprietary functions with limited geographic boundaries including, but not
limited to, school districts and redevelopment agencies.
(d) "Special tax" means any tax imposed for specific purposes, including a
tax imposed for specific purposes, which is placed into a general fund.

CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 13C (VOTER APPROVAL FOR LOCAL TAX LEVIES)
SEC. 2. Local Government Tax Limitation. Notwithstanding any other
provision of this Constitution:
(a) All taxes imposed by any local government shall be deemed to be either
general taxes or special taxes. Special purpose districts or agencies,
including school districts, shall have no power to levy general taxes.
(b) No local government may impose, extend, or increase any general tax
unless and until that tax is submitted to the electorate and approved by a
majority vote. A general tax shall not be deemed to have been increased if
it is imposed at a rate not higher than the maximum rate so approved. The
election required by this subdivision shall be consolidated with a regularly
scheduled general election for members of the governing body of the local
government, except in cases of emergency declared by a unanimous vote of the
governing body.
(c) Any general tax imposed, extended, or increased, without voter
approval, by any local government on or after January 1, 1995, and prior to
the effective date of this article, shall continue to be imposed only if
approved by a majority vote of the voters voting in an election on the issue
of the imposition, which election shall be held within two years of the
effective date of this article and in compliance with subdivision (b).
(d) No local government may impose, extend, or increase any special tax
unless and until that tax is submitted to the electorate and approved by a
two-thirds vote. A special tax shall not be deemed to have been increased if
it is imposed at a rate not higher than the maximum rate so approved.

CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 13C (VOTER APPROVAL FOR LOCAL TAX LEVIES)
SEC. 3. Initiative Power for Local Taxes, Assessments, Fees and Charges.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, including, but not
limited to, Sections 8 and 9 of Article II, the initiative power shall not be
prohibited or otherwise limited in matters of reducing or repealing any local
tax, assessment, fee or charge. The power of initiative to affect local
taxes, assessments, fees and charges shall be applicable to all local
governments and neither the Legislature nor any local government charter

shall impose a signature requirement higher than that applicable to statewide
statutory initiatives.
CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 13D (ASSESSMENT AND PROPERTY-RELATED FEE REFORM)
SECTION 1. Application. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
provisions of this article shall apply to all assessments, fees and charges,
whether imposed pursuant to state statute or local government charter
authority. Nothing in this article or Article XIIIC shall be construed to:
(a) Provide any new authority to any agency to impose a tax, assessment,
fee, or charge.
(b) Affect existing laws relating to the imposition of fees or charges as
a condition of property development.
(c) Affect existing laws relating to the imposition of timber
yield taxes.
CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 13D (ASSESSMENT AND PROPERTY-RELATED FEE REFORM)
SEC. 2. Definitions. As used in this article:
(a) "Agency" means any local government as defined in subdivision (b) of
Section 1 of Article XIIIC.
(b) "Assessment" means any levy or charge upon real property by an agency
for a special benefit conferred upon the real property. "Assessment"
includes, but is not limited to, "special assessment," "benefit assessment,"
"maintenance assessment" and "special assessment tax."
(c) "Capital cost" means the cost of acquisition, installation,
construction, reconstruction, or replacement of a permanent public
improvement by an agency.
(d) "District" means an area determined by an agency to contain all
parcels which will receive a special benefit from a proposed public
improvement or property-related service.
(e) "Fee" or "charge" means any levy other than an ad valorem tax, a
special tax, or an assessment, imposed by an agency upon a parcel or upon a
person as an incident of property ownership, including a user fee or charge
for a property related service.
(f) "Maintenance and operation expenses" means the cost of rent, repair,
replacement, rehabilitation, fuel, power, electrical current, care, and
supervision necessary to properly operate and maintain a permanent public
improvement.
(g) "Property ownership" shall be deemed to include tenancies of real
property where tenants are directly liable to pay the assessment, fee, or
charge in question.
(h) "Property-related service" means a public service having a direct
relationship to property ownership.
(i) "Special benefit" means a particular and distinct benefit over and
above general benefits conferred on real property located in the district or
to the public at large. General enhancement of property value does not
constitute "special benefit."
CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 13D (ASSESSMENT AND PROPERTY-RELATED FEE REFORM)

SEC. 3. Property Taxes, Assessments, Fees and Charges Limited. (a) No tax,
assessment, fee, or charge shall be assessed by any agency upon any parcel of
property or upon any person as an incident of property ownership except:
(1) The ad valorem property tax imposed pursuant to Article XIII and
Article XIIIA.
(2) Any special tax receiving a two-thirds vote pursuant to Section 4 of
Article XIIIA.
(3) Assessments as provided by this article.
(4) Fees or charges for property related services as provided by this
article.
(b) For purposes of this article, fees for the provision of electrical or
gas service shall not be deemed charges or fees imposed as an incident of
property ownership.
CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 13D (ASSESSMENT AND PROPERTY-RELATED FEE REFORM)
SEC. 4. Procedures and Requirements for All Assessments. (a) An agency
which proposes to levy an assessment shall identify all parcels which will
have a special benefit conferred upon them and upon which an assessment will
be imposed. The proportionate special benefit derived by each identified
parcel shall be determined in relationship to the entirety of the capital
cost of a public improvement, the maintenance and operation expenses of a
public improvement, or the cost of the property related service being
provided. No assessment shall be imposed on any parcel which exceeds the
reasonable cost of the proportional special benefit conferred on that parcel.
Only special benefits are assessable, and an agency shall separate the
general benefits from the special benefits conferred on a parcel. Parcels
within a district that are owned or used by any agency, the State of
California or the United States shall not be exempt from assessment unless
the agency can demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that those
publicly owned parcels in fact receive no special benefit.
(b) All assessments shall be supported by a detailed engineer's report
prepared by a registered professional engineer certified by the State of
California.
(c) The amount of the proposed assessment for each identified parcel shall
be calculated and the record owner of each parcel shall be given written
notice by mail of the proposed assessment, the total amount thereof
chargeable to the entire district, the amount chargeable to the owner's
particular parcel, the duration of the payments, the reason for the
assessment and the basis upon which the amount of the proposed assessment was
calculated, together with the date, time, and location of a public hearing on
the proposed assessment. Each notice shall also include, in a conspicuous
place thereon, a summary of the procedures applicable to the completion,
return, and tabulation of the ballots required pursuant to subdivision (d),
including a disclosure statement that the existence of a majority protest, as
defined in subdivision (e), will result in the assessment not being imposed.
(d) Each notice mailed to owners of identified parcels within the district
pursuant to subdivision (c) shall contain a ballot which includes the
agency's address for receipt of the ballot once completed by any owner
receiving the notice whereby the owner may indicate his or her name,
reasonable identification of the parcel, and his or her support or opposition
to the proposed assessment.
(e) The agency shall conduct a public hearing upon the proposed assessment
not less than 45 days after mailing the notice of the proposed assessment to
record owners of each identified parcel. At the public hearing, the agency
shall consider all protests against the proposed assessment and tabulate the

ballots. The agency shall not impose an assessment if there is a majority
protest. A majority protest exists if, upon the conclusion of the hearing,
ballots submitted in opposition to the assessment exceed the ballots
submitted in favor of the assessment. In tabulating the ballots, the ballots
shall be weighted according to the proportional financial obligation of the
affected property.
(f) In any legal action contesting the validity of any assessment, the
burden shall be on the agency to demonstrate that the property or properties
in question receive a special benefit over and above the benefits conferred
on the public at large and that the amount of any contested assessment is
proportional to, and no greater than, the benefits conferred on the property
or properties in question.
(g) Because only special benefits are assessable, electors residing within
the district who do not own property within the district shall not be deemed
under this Constitution to have been deprived of the right to vote for any
assessment. If a court determines that the Constitution of the United States
or other federal law requires otherwise, the assessment shall not be imposed
unless approved by a two-thirds vote of the electorate in the district in
addition to being approved by the property owners as required by subdivision
(e).
CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 13D (ASSESSMENT AND PROPERTY-RELATED FEE REFORM)
SEC. 5. Effective Date. Pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 10 of
Article II, the provisions of this article shall become effective the day
after the election unless otherwise provided. Beginning July 1, 1997, all
existing, new, or increased assessments shall comply with this article.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the following assessments existing on the
effective date of this article shall be exempt from the procedures and
approval process set forth in Section 4:
(a) Any assessment imposed exclusively to finance the capital costs or
maintenance and operation expenses for sidewalks, streets, sewers, water,
flood control, drainage systems or vector control. Subsequent increases in
such assessments shall be subject to the procedures and approval process set
forth in Section 4.
(b) Any assessment imposed pursuant to a petition signed by the persons
owning all of the parcels subject to the assessment at the time the
assessment is initially imposed. Subsequent increases in such assessments
shall be subject to the procedures and approval process set forth in Section
4.
(c) Any assessment the proceeds of which are exclusively used to repay
bonded indebtedness of which the failure to pay would violate the Contract
Impairment Clause of the Constitution of the United States.
(d) Any assessment which previously received majority voter approval from
the voters voting in an election on the issue of the assessment. Subsequent
increases in those assessments shall be subject to the procedures and
approval process set forth in Section 4.
CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 13D (ASSESSMENT AND PROPERTY-RELATED FEE REFORM)
SEC. 6. Property Related Fees and Charges. (a) Procedures for New or
Increased Fees and Charges. An agency shall follow the procedures pursuant
to this section in imposing or increasing any fee or charge as defined
pursuant to this article, including, but not limited to, the following:

(1) The parcels upon which a fee or charge is proposed for imposition
shall be identified. The amount of the fee or charge proposed to be imposed
upon each parcel shall be calculated. The agency shall provide written
notice by mail of the proposed fee or charge to the record owner of each
identified parcel upon which the fee or charge is proposed for imposition,
the amount of the fee or charge proposed to be imposed upon each, the basis
upon which the amount of the proposed fee or charge was calculated, the
reason for the fee or charge, together with the date, time, and location of a
public hearing on the proposed fee or charge.
(2) The agency shall conduct a public hearing upon the proposed fee or
charge not less than 45 days after mailing the notice of the proposed fee or
charge to the record owners of each identified parcel upon which the fee or
charge is proposed for imposition. At the public hearing, the agency shall
consider all protests against the proposed fee or charge. If written
protests against the proposed fee or charge are presented by a majority of
owners of the identified parcels, the agency shall not impose the fee or
charge.
(b) Requirements for Existing, New or Increased Fees and Charges a fee or
charge shall not be extended, imposed, or increased by any agency unless it
meets all of the following requirements:
(1) Revenues derived from the fee or charge shall not exceed the funds
required to provide the property related service.
(2) Revenues derived from the fee or charge shall not be used for any
purpose other than that for which the fee or charge was imposed.
(3) The amount of a fee or charge imposed upon any parcel or person as an
incident of property ownership shall not exceed the proportional cost of the
service attributable to the parcel.
(4) No fee or charge may be imposed for a service unless that service is
actually used by, or immediately available to, the owner of the property in
question. Fees or charges based on potential or future use of a service are
not permitted. Standby charges, whether characterized as charges or
assessments, shall be classified as assessments and shall not be imposed
without compliance with Section 4.
(5) No fee or charge may be imposed for general governmental services
including, but not limited to, police, fire, ambulance or library services,
where the service is available to the public at large in substantially the
same manner as it is to property owners. Reliance by an agency on any parcel
map, including, but not limited to, an assessor's parcel map, may be
considered a significant factor in determining whether a fee or charge is
imposed as an incident of property ownership for purposes of this article.
In any legal action contesting the validity of a fee or charge, the burden
shall be on the agency to demonstrate compliance with this article.
(c) Voter Approval for New or Increased Fees and Charges. Except for fees
or charges for sewer, water, and refuse collection services, no property
related fee or charge shall be imposed or increased unless and until that fee
or charge is submitted and approved by a majority vote of the property owners
of the property subject to the fee or charge or, at the option of the agency,
by a two-thirds vote of the electorate residing in the affected area. The
election shall be conducted not less than 45 days after the public hearing.
An agency may adopt procedures similar to those for increases in assessments
in the conduct of elections under this subdivision.
(d) Beginning July 1, 1997, all fees or charges shall comply with this
section.

APPENDIX K
Pump Station Preliminary Cost Estimate
by NCE dated August 22, 2017
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August 22, 2017
Mr. Robert A. Perreault, Jr., P.E.
County Engineer and Manager, BCSA
Beckwourth Community Service Area
c/o Plumas County Engineering Department
555 West Main Street
Quincy, CA 95971
RE:

Beckwourth CSA Sewer System
Preliminary Cost Estimate to Replace Sewer Pump Station and Appurtenances
and Recommended List of Tasks

Dear Bob:
This letter is provided in response to your letter dated July 7, 2017 authorizing NCE to initiate
work for the referenced project, and your request to provide a preliminary cost estimate to
replace the sewer pump station and appurtenances as well as a list of potential tasks to
consider to enhance present procedures and regulatory controls as a sewer district.
Preliminary Pump Station Cost Estimate
As a basis for our cost estimate NCE obtained preliminary equipment pricing from two vendors.
We provided basic performance criteria to each vendor and allowed them to propose specific
equipment and pump station configuration to meet those criteria. Both equipment cost
estimates were within about ten percent of each other. Based on our understanding of the
District’s needs we estimate a construction cost of approximately $227,000 with a total cost of
$320,000 including site investigations, design, permitting and professional services during
construction. Our itemized estimate is attached.
Recommended List of Tasks
Although additional needs may be identified during review of the facilities and operations, the
following tasks are recommended to be performed as a minimum:
1. Perform Infiltration and Inflow (I&I) study of the collection system, including Closed
Circuit TV (CCTV) survey and/or flow monitoring.
2. Perform general review of system operation and procedures compared to permit
requirements under General Order 2014-0153-DWQ-R5220.
a. Under the Monitoring and Reporting Program in the General Order potential
requirements the following should be reviewed.


Preparation of a Sludge Management Plan



Preparation of a Nutrient Management Plan



Spill Prevention and Emergency Response Plan



Sampling and Analysis Plan



Equipment to conduct the sampling and analysis of the ponds
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Implementation of an Erosion Control Program to maintain and repair ponds to
eliminate/control:
o

Mosquitos

o

Weeds

o

Irregular pond edges

o

Etc.

Preparation of a Report of Waste Discharge [ROWD] (it appears that one has not
been prepared but may not be required at this time)

We trust that this provides the information you need at this time. Feel free to contact the
undersigned if you have any questions regarding any of this information. We look forward to
assisting you with developing a formal Phase I Scope of Services and a Contract to initiate this
work.
Regards,
t !NCE

Michael J. Leacox, C.E.G.
Principal

Engineering & Environmental Services

Jack Norberg, P.E.
Principal

www.ncenet.com

