Holds in Overdrive
A quick guide on how to view, manage, and see how much time is left
while waiting for holds in your Overdrive library account.

1. Download Overdrive and log in to your account.
● A complete set of step-by-step directions can be found by copying and
pasting this link:
https://help.overdrive.com/en-us/categories/getting-started.htm

2. Search for a book to
put on hold.
● If there is a title or author you are
interested in, you can search these
directly in the search bar.
● If you want to browse for book
subjects, you can press the symbol
with three lines to explore the
library collections and subjects.
This is shown on the image on the
right.

3. To place a book on
hold, press “Place Hold.”
● At this step, you may be asked to
enter and then confirm your email.
If so, do so.
● Then, press the grey “Place Hold”
button.

4. When you see the
screen saying “Success!”
press “Manage your
holds” at the bottom of
the message in red.
● Or, you can access your holds at
any time by pressing the bookshelf
icon at the top right of your screen.
The bookshelf icon is shown in the
image on the right. After you press
the bookshelf, press “Holds” at the
top of your screen.

5. Locate the book cover of
your hold.
● If you have multiple holds, you may
need to scroll until you find it.

6. To see how long your
wait will be, press the
little question mark to
the right of the book
cover.
● It is quite small, but it is right
under the words that tell you
your place in line.

Now you can learn more
about your book on hold!
● Find out when the book will be
available, along with:
○
○
○
○

Your place in line
How many copies the library owns
How many people total are waiting for a
copy of the book
How many people waiting per copy
there are

Ever wonder why you moved down on the holds list
and your wait time just got longer?
● Our Overdrive collection comes from two sources:
○

●

●

The first consists of items bought by the consortium that are shared equally with
every library system.
○ The second consists of items bought by a specific library system and then shared.
When a library system buys items, their patrons get automatic priority on the holds list.
Unfortunately, this will bump you further down the list. But this also works in reverse—
items bought by our library system means you as Plumas and Sierra County patrons
get first priority for those items.
We apologize for the inconvenience and longer wait times this cause, but it gives us
access to a lot more items we wouldn’t otherwise be able to offer.

