
COULD THIS HAVE BEEN YOU? 

 

Backward hose sets up explosion 
 

A bulldozer operator was preparing a roadbed by using the machine to lift trees out of the way. A 

hydraulic line to the right front hydraulic cylinder ruptured, spraying hydraulic fluid onto the 

engine manifold and into the operator’s compartment. Upon contact with the hot manifold, the 

hydraulic fluid ignited, engulfing the operator in flames. He died from the burns. 

 

Investigators looking into this fatality noted repairs and inspections of equipment must be done 

by a trained, competent person. In this case, a hydraulic hose had been installed backward, 

causing a bend in the fitting which made contact with the body of the bulldozer. The worn and 

abraded hose eventually broke, allowing the pressurized hydraulic fluid to escape.  

 

 

 

Untrained driver flips bulldozer 
 

A millworker died when the bulldozer he was driving rolled down an embankment. 

 

A lightning strike had caused a fire in the sawmill area. The fire department brought the fire 

under control and left the scene. The victim was building a fire break around the perimeter of the 

fire and had made several tries to drive the bulldozer up a steep embankment above a creek. 

 

After his last failed attempt, he was backing down the slope and either misjudged the width of 

the ledge or failed to engage the clutch properly. The bulldozer fell down to the creek 80 feet 

below, flipping end over end. It landed in shallow water. 

 

Two fellow workers heard the wreck. They found the driver face down in the water and 

unconscious. He was not wearing a hardhat and had not used the seatbelt. One left to call the 

ambulance and the other held the victim's head out of water. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation 

(CPR) was not attempted. 

 

The medical investigator determined the driver had died of drowning, so there is a chance he 

would have lived if CPR had been applied. If the driver had been wearing a seatbelt and a hard 

hat, he might not have been knocked unconscious and drowned. The main cause of the fatality 

was the inexperience of the driver. Never attempt to operate machinery unless you are trained 

and authorized to do so. 


