Business & Professions Code Sections

17914

The fictitious business name statement shall be signed as follows:

(a) If the registrant is an individual, by the individual.

(b) If the registrants are a married couple, by either party to the marriage.

(c) If the registrant is a general partnership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, co-
partnership, joint venture, or unincorporated association other than a partnership, by a general
partner.

(d) If the registrant is a limited liability company, by a manager or officer.

(e) If the registrant is a trust, by a trustee.

(F) If the registrant is a corporation, by an officer.

(9) If the registrant is a state or local registered domestic partnership, by one of the domestic
partners.

17915

A fictitious business name statement shall be filed with the clerk of the county in which the
registrant has his or her principal place of business in this state or, if the registrant has no place
of business in this state, with the Clerk of Sacramento County. This chapter does not preclude a
person from filing a fictitious business name statement in a county other than that where the
principal place of business is located, as long as the requirements of this section are also met.

17917

(a) Within 30 days after a fictitious business name statement has been filed pursuant to this
chapter, the registrant shall cause a statement in the form prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section
17913 to be published pursuant to Section 6064 of the Government Code in a newspaper of
general circulation in the county where the fictitious business name statement was filed or, if
there is no such newspaper in that county, in a newspaper of general circulation in an adjoining
county. If the registrant does not have a place of business in this state, the notice shall be
published in a newspaper of general circulation in Sacramento County.

(b) Subject to the requirements of subdivision (a), the newspaper selected for the publication of
the statement should be one that circulates in the area where the business is to be conducted.

(c) If a refiling is required because the prior statement has expired, the refiling need not be
published unless there has been a change in the information required in the expired statement,
provided the refiling is filed within 40 days of the date the statement expired.

(d) An affidavit showing the publication of the statement shall be filed with the county clerk
where the fictitious business name statement was filed within 30 days after the completion of the
publication.

17918

No person transacting business under a fictitious business name contrary to the provisions of
this chapter, or his assignee, may maintain any action upon or on account of any contract made,
or transaction had, in the fictitious business name in any court of this state until the fictitious
business name statement has been executed, filed, and published as required by this chapter. For
the purposes of this section, the failure to comply with subdivision (b) of Section 17917 does not
constitute transacting business contrary to the provisions of this chapter.



17922

(a) Upon ceasing to transact business in this state under a fictitious business name that was filed
in the previous five years, a registrant who has filed a fictitious business name statement shall
file a statement of abandonment of use of fictitious business name. The statement of
abandonment shall be executed in the same manner as a fictitious business name statement,
excluding the requirements of subdivisions (d), (e), and (f) of Section 17913 and shall be filed
with the county clerk of the county in which the registrant has filed the fictitious business name
statement. The statement shall be published in the same manner as a fictitious business name
statement and an affidavit showing its publication shall be filed with the county clerk after the
completion of publication.

(b) The statement shall include:

(1) The name being abandoned and the street address of the principal place of business.

(2) The date on which the fictitious business name statement relating to the fictitious business
name being abandoned was filed, the file number, and the county where filed.

(3) In the case of an individual, the full name and residence address of the individual.

(4) In the case of a married couple, the full name and residence address of both parties to the
marriage.

(5) In the case of a general partnership, a limited partnership, copartners, a limited liability
partnership, a joint venture, or an unincorporated association other than a partnership, the full
names and residence addresses of all of the general partners.

(6) In the case of a corporation, the name and address of the corporation as set forth in its articles
of incorporation on file with the California Secretary of State.

(7) In the case of a trust, the full name and residence address of each of the trustees.

(8) In the case of a limited liability company, the name and address of the limited liability
company as set forth in its articles of organization on file with the California Secretary of State.
(9) In the case of state or local registered domestic partners, the full name and residence address
of each domestic partner.

(c) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2014.

17923

(@) Any registrant who is a general partner in a partnership that is or has been regularly
transacting business under a fictitious business name may, upon withdrawing as a general
partner, file a statement of withdrawal from the partnership operating under a fictitious business
name. The statement of withdrawal shall be executed by the registrant filing the statement in the
same manner as a fictitious business name statement, excluding the requirements of subdivisions
(d), (e), and (f) of Section 17913, and shall be filed with the county clerk of the county where the
partnership filed its fictitious business name statement.

(b) The statement shall include:

(1) The fictitious business name of the partnership.

(2) The date on which the fictitious business name statement for the partnership was filed, the
file number, and the county where filed.

(3) The street address of its principal place of business in this state or, if it has no place of
business in this state, the street address of its principal place of business outside this state, if any.



(4) The full names and residence addresses of the registrant or registrants withdrawing as
partners.

(c) The statement of withdrawal from the partnership operating under a fictitious business name
shall be published in the same manner as the fictitious business name statement and an affidavit
showing the publication of the statement shall be filed with the county clerk after the completion
of the publication.

(d) The withdrawal of a general partner does not cause a fictitious business name statement to
expire if the withdrawing partner files a statement of withdrawal meeting the requirements of this
section.

(e) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2014.

17925

(b) Four years after a fictitious business name statement has expired, the county clerk may delete
the information concerning that statement from the index, including any references to statements
of abandonment of use, statements of withdrawal of partnerships, or any other references related
to a fictitious business name statement which is being deleted from the index.

17930

Any person who executes, files, or publishes any statement under this chapter, knowing that such
statement is false, in whole or in part, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction
thereof shall be punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000).



